MODEL CONTEST ENTRY FORM - HINTS AND TIPS
NEW Classifications

This year we are adding a kit built classificationthe model contest to run along side the (reyudaratch
built contest with a parallel array of place awarBame rules except maximum of ten points on thatct
built factor for kits.

e Scratch Built Contest — Any model may be included in this classificatibttowever, models built
from commercially available kits are encourageddosider the Kit Built classification. Entries imet
Scratch Built Contest are eligible for full poirtoses on all five categories including Scratch &in,
with a maximum score df5 pointstowards the total af25 points

e Kit Built Contest — Any model built from a commercially availablet knay be entered in this
classification provided at least half of the modebuilt directly using kit parts and in accordanaéh
the kit instructions, (i.e., less than half of thedel may be kit bashed or scratch built). Eligfijpishall
be so determined solely by the Contest Chairmatriesnin this classification are eligible for fylbint
scores on all five categories except for ScratcidBig, with a maximum score df0 pointstowards a
total of 120 points.

Filling Out The Form............

Many model contest entrants and potential entrdrégad completing the required Contest Entry Forrosem
than any other aspect of contest-level model ngidin fact, many models are probably not entenechddel

contests because of the “hassle” of completing=titey Form. Moreover, many models that are enteedot

receive the points they may be entitled to becaiise poorly completed form. This guide is an attetap

rectify this situation and explain what type ofdarmhation is needed.

First, do not believe that a long “book” is necegda obtain a high score in model contests. Irt,faach
“books” are not read by most judges; any more métdion than 1-2 paragraphs is more of a detrinteant &
help. The “trick” is to condense all the informatineeded into those 1-2 paragraphs. To do thispyast first
know the type of information the judges need arehthow to condense this information on your modas i
those 1-2 paragraphs.

The easiest way to do this is to “pack” your seogsnso that each sentence includes as much informes
possible. For example, the stateméhpainted the completed model using an airbruskettered with decals
which | had made from a master | made. | then werath it with powdered chalksCan be condensed as
follows, “The boxcar was airbrushed and lettered using costdecals produced from my own artwork.
Weathering was accomplished using powdered chalks.”

Remember that points are many tinfésst” by not including pertinent information that is ded by the
judges in order to allow them to make an “inforntkxtision.” When in doubt, judges are required tal@ate
on the conservative side and not award points wheree is confusion or lack of specific knowledg®r

example, if an entrant does not say that a mode&dris scratch built, then judges are requireavtard points
on the basis of the part not being scratch built.

All models are judged in within five categories. €k categories ar€EONSTRUCTION, DETAIL,
CONFORMITY, FINISH, and SCRATCH BUILDING . In order to properly complete Entry Forms, it is
essential that you understand what these categadksie. The description of each category willréiere be
listed and then discussed.

Each set of judges scores a different category.tl@xpect judges to read other sections of theyERorm in

order to learn needed information related to the®a of concern. Therefore, don’t be afraid toatestertain
basic information in more than one section of théEForm.
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CONSTRUCTION

Construction is defined as:
e The apparent quality of workmanship, proper hamdlof materials, applied labour, skill and
craftsmanship demonstrated by the construction.

Judges evaluate the following factors for each modtle

They consider joints, alignment, attachment of pé&ot quality and neatness, shiny blobs of glueaan® no.
They also consider the amount of work done anddbalts achieved. Another consideration is the rizdse
used and the difficulty in handling them. They amd judging the quantity of scratch-building, bbey do
judge the construction involved. The quality ofadistmade by the entrant is considered. They judigecales
the same. While a 0.010” gap looks worse in N tBastale, consider them the same.

The key area in Construction is the amount of woviklved and the materials used. Although scratalding
and conformity to a prototype are scored in a d#fé category, this is the basic information whaiko
influences Construction points. It can thereforenmethwhile to first state the overall basis of thedel, i.e.,
“The model is scratchbuilt using styrene and conuiarcastings based on plans | prepared from phatiod
prototype dimensiorsThis one sentence thus informs the judges tiabasic model was scratch built (which
indicates the amount of work involved), the faatth is based on a particular prototype, and thatbuilder
did the research necessary to prepare the drawimdyplan the construction.

Do not fall into the trap of describing the actaahstruction process, i.el, €ut the 5 stringers from scale 5x9
stripwood which was first stained using Rit dyee Hiringers were then glued to the end sills usirnite
glue” This type of information describes typical te@ues and is not that useful.

Judges assume that commercially available partsrandmaterials such as stripwood and styrene agd us
unless mentioned otherwise. Therefore, if you cutryown stripwood, mention that fact to obtain axpints.

Mention the use of any special jigs used in themady, castings made from your own patterns, ordroade
corrugated siding. Mention too if such items asdeiws and doors are scratch built rather than comiaier
castings. Mention also any special, unusual, aaexdinary construction techniques.

A typical entry form using these techniques migtad as follows:

This caboose is scratchbuilt from styrene using esmommercial parts. A plan was prepared by photo
interpretation, “board counts” and overall dimensi®. The model was constructed in separate compsient
order to allow for painting and detailing of thetémior. The ladders were built up from photo etclpadts from
Taurus. The end and side fascia pieces were faledcttom brass and soldered together before adtbnipe
model to allow the ladders to be soldered to the faiscias. The roof and cupola sections are sepapaces

to allow the removal of the roof. Jigs were usedfdbricate step assemblies Details include complete
underbody, complete interior details, and all ekiewisible details. “Brass” door knobs are Contattmed
Release Cold Capsule granules. The calendar isgpheduced from a real calendar. The water cooler is
scratch built from a coil spring. All windows andais are scratch built. Piping elbows are constaettising
Detail Associates lift rings.

This type of information first provides the judgesth a basic description of the model (scratchbiuim
styrene) and then goes on to provide informatigamging the amount of work involved as well as\theaety
of materials used. Samples of jigs and masterdeaxhibited with the model. For kit-bashed modelselps
to have an unmodified model displayed with theyetdrallow judges not familiar with the particullaodel to
judge the work involved.

DETAIL

Detall is defined as:
e The refinement of the model, the amount of subatéirparts added, and the complexity of the model
is considered. Quality of detail is not considerezhly quantity.

Judges evaluate the following factors for each motle
The quality and conformity of detail is being calesied by others. Working details should be consiflers
having more quantity than dummy details. Detaildciwhare basic part of the item modelled (brakes tu
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buckles, opening windows) should be consideredrsup® “clutter” details like tools and junk. Aficales are
judged alike. There are no added points to a ssnalk entry just because it is harder to detail.

This category is basically concerned only with émetor; the quantity of detail. Therefore, you shibotlist”
the extent of detail added to the model. Be carefidtating that théModel includes all of the detail of the
prototype.” Without listing the type or extent of the detaildges will use the list (or lack of list) to finchat
details are not included on the model in order eétednine the level of detail on the model. Don’tntinen
obvious details such as windows and doors but datioreworking details and less obvious details. iYgoal
is to insure that the judges see all of the détall you have incorporated into the model.

A typical entry might read as follows:

The model includes all visible detail of the prgp including N-B-W castings where required; endrdas
on the prototype; all grab irons with N-B-W detailnderbody detail including all elbows and unions al
piping, air cylinder release levers, brake levengars; corner and fascia braces; lift bars, and hases etc.

CONFORMITY

Conformity is defined as:

e Deals with what is commonly called prototype preetiLogical construction and application of pasts i
considered to be conformity.

Judges evaluate the following factors for each rhode

The amount of detail is not of primary importanceapt that a model with very little detail cannetve more
than an average score. They consider how well whatbeen included conforms. They also consider the
trouble the entrant took to achieve and to shoviararity. If he/she consulted references and helistethem,
consider giving an above average score. If photagferences accompany the entry, consider anamatistg
score. Any unusual item such as a second brakelwheald be explained on the entry; otherwise yay m
assume nonconformity.

As indicated in the judging guidelines, referenaes nearly mandatory to receive full points fostbategory.
References can be in the form of photos, measursireemd/or plans and should be displayed with tbhdehif
practical. Note that judges will use the same mi&tion to insure that your efforts have in factduoed a copy
of the prototype. Be sure to describe any prototygeéations from normal practice. For models based
prototype for which information is scanty, call dbé extent of the prototype conformity.

A typical entry might read as follows:

The prototype for this model is a USRA single stexhbox car operated by Northern Pacific Railrodtie
model is complete and accurate and conforms todafiensions of the prototype. It includes all brake
equipment and visible details of the prototype el &s correct lettering for 1939.

For a simple structure which does not follow aipalar prototype, the description might read atofes:

This structure is typical of the small maintenarsteictures used by the Southern Pacific Railroadhe
1930’s. It includes all details of such a typicdtusture including full interior studs, individuaboard
construction, rafters, nail holes, rain gutters,daoperating doors. It is painted in the coloursdigy the SPRR
for such structures.

FINISH AND LETTERING

Finish and lettering are defined as:

» Factors dealing with the general appearance anpeprapplication of finish and lettering (when
lettering is a necessary part of the model) agctdt by surface treatment to achieve a specifctef
through the proper use of materials. Painting, hexaitg and special effects are considered finishes.
Lettering, (hand, decal, etc.) is considered fer jib done. The quality of commercial decals or pre
lettered parts is not the responsibility of theldber.

Judges evaluate the following factors for each rhode

Realistic weathering may be worth additional pqifiist the presence or absence of weathering daes no
itself indicate superiority. They judge all scalakke. They do not allow a larger-scale entry toveéha
proportionately larger defects for the same sdéirésh is judged almost entirely by simply how wiié finish
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and lettering are applied and how realistic the ehappears. Therefore, this is one category thasmlo
depend too much on the contents of the Entry Fdrthe model is not weathered for a reason, merttian in
the entry. It is also worthwhile to mention the ivas types of techniques used (air brushing, hattéring,
etc.)

A typical entry might read as follows:

All brass parts were sand blasted and then air beas The natural wood parts of the model were sthusing
an alcohol based dye. Wood grain was added to afld\pieces and additional staining added to higftlidne
wood grain using Floquil Driftwood. All letteringag added using individual letters. Small detailseMeand
painted. The entire model was finally weatheredgipiowdered chalks.

SCRATCH BUILDING

Scratch building is defined as:
» Dealing with all parts of the model which have bE&BRICATED BY THE BUILDER . Preformed
wood and metal are considered the basic matedakscfatch building.

Judges evaluate the following factors for each rhode

They consider the parts of the model made fromcbasterials. They also consider the amount of effor
required to convert basic materials into finishedtq and consider any planning or design work tires
necessary. A scratch-built model made with theo&kit plans or a magazine article may not invaive effort
required to build from prototype plans, photos,noeasurements. They are primarily concerned with the
quantity of scratch building. The quality is judgeldewhere.

This category is concerned only with the quantityscratch building, basically as a percentage ef tttal
model. If nearly the entire model is scratch bugtgte that fact and list the parts not scratclt.déiionly a
small portion of the model is scratch built, ligily the items scratch built. Don'’t try to fool thedges by
saying that the model is scratch built and theneli®rything on the model except the grab irongy'Dioother
to list only minor items such as simple wire aduig or parts not requiring work (i.e., scrap waadple junk,
etc.) If you made your own corrugated siding oryaur own wood, mention that in the description.

A typical entry for scratch building might readfaiows:

The model is scratch built from styrene with a sdrebuilt body, underbody, cupola, roof, windowsneral
interior furniture and miscellaneous details. Connaie parts used for the underbody include truaauplers,
brake cylinder, unions, N-B-W castings, queen pastisturn buckles. Commercial body parts are lichiie N-
B-W castings, brake wheels, markers, ladders amdsddnterior commercial parts are limited to thieair and
stove.

Overview

Many builders state that they like to keep notesnduconstruction so that they can refer to thesesiwhile
filling out the Entry Form later. While this is fdrably a good idea, it has always required mordplise than |
can muster and really not required. Instead, plaeenodel in front of you before filling out therfo and make
notes on the items to be mentioned on the form.

Preferably, Entry Forms should be typewritten. Ward processor is available, consider printingabmpleted
statements and tape them onto a blank form andpthetocopy the “paste up.” Don'’t forget, one of dasiest
ways to gain insights into both how to best filkt &@ntry Forms to receive all of the points that yave entitled
to as well as to learn “tricks” regarding buildimpdels is to volunteer to judge during the contest!

For further information contact:

Gerry Hopkins MMR #177
gerrymmr@bigpond.net.au
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