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New - Samba Series

High - Performance Voice - Matched Loudspeakers

For Home Theatre AND Music

- =

Most low to medium priced loudspeakers for Home -Theatre are just that -
O.K. for Home - Theatre but very ordinary on music. Not so, with
our newly developed Samba Series with their highly engineered, equalised,
cross-overs and auxiliary “C” technology to enhance low frequencies from
such modest enclosures. All units are “Voiced matched” with our centre
channel and Galaxy series so you have a wide choice to suit all situations.
Three stylish sizes in black or white with wall mount brackets,- just choose
which you prefer for a professional sound ata domestic price.

The Samba series starts at
$248 (Pr.) Samba — 1,
$390 (Pr.) — Samba — 2,
$680 (Pr.) - Samba — 3.

SPECIAL Home — Theatre package with

Denon Receiver & DvD player,
Samba — 3, Samba — 2 and CE - 2

loudspeakers

$2390 Complete.

Arrange for a demonstration, otherwise you’ll never know what you’re missing.

AUDIOSOUND |
LABORATORIES |

Loudspeaker Engineers
148 Pitt Rd., North Curl Curl N.S.W. 2099. Ph. 02 9938 - 2068

www.audiosoundlabs.com.au
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Schedule of Divisional Meetings for 2004

Division 1 Queensland

For details of Queensland meetings and venue addresses, please contact Glenn Stevens.

February T
April 10w
Junel2/13m
July 10m
September 11w
MNowvember 6

Garth Fraser
Allan Thomas

Toowoomba Model Train Exhibition

Bob Brown
Grahame Davis
Glenn Stevens

Division 1 Christmas Picnic

28 Sylvan Street,
116 Bonogin Road,

63 Viscount Street,
6 Waimea Drive,
6 Gunsynd Court,

NMRA (Div 1)

Meetings start at 1.30 unless advised

Buderim
Mudgeeraba

Stand Carolina Pacific Layout

Bray Park
Robina
Birkdale

Division 2 New South Wales

(07) 3207-2442

Sydney meetings organiser John Baker (02) 9629-2349. Meetings start 2.00 Saturday unless indicated differently.

24 hour recorded message meeting information line now in operation for NSW Group (02) 9975-5565

January 17m
February 14n
March 13 (AGM)
April 41k Sunday

May 10k

June 12

July 10k {Flam — Ipm)
NE: Double Meeting  (Zpm - Spm)

August 15t Sunday
September 11w
October %
Movember 13m
December 4w

January 18m
February 14
March 20m
April 17w
May 8w

June 12

July 3

July 31
August 28m
September 25m
October 23+
MNovember 20k

February 15&
March 14
April 18a
May 16

June 13«

July 18
August 15m
September 19
October 104w
Movember 14
December 12

Allan Garbutt
Dawid O'Hearn
John Baker
David Latham
John Montgomery
Erik Bennett
John Parker
David Swinfield
Colin Brettle
Doug Cook

Bob Carr

Rod Smith
Christmas Party

Still to be confirmed
Tony Payne

Rob Anderson

Viv Brice

Peter Dinham

Jess Brisbane
Stephen Walker
John Bullen

Still to be confirmed
Still to be confirmed
John Gillies

David Service

Paul Richie

Bill Black

John Hunter

John Dennis

Geoff Truman

Still to be confirmed
Still to be confirmed
Laurie Green

Gavin Hince

John & Lynn Cracknell

Grant McAdam

20 Orchard Avenue
18 Ridcrop Drive

54 — 60 Rosebery Road

10A Venetia Street
12 Lindwall Place

33 Kananook Avenue
108 Gallipoli Avenue
13 Castle Circuit

140 Fragar Road

41 Mawson Street

22 Haywood Street
26 Peel Road

TBA

Winston Hills
Castle Hill
Kellyville
Kangaroo Point
Shalvey
Bayview
Umina

Umina

South Penrith
Shortland, Newcastle
Epping
Baulkham Hills

Division 2 Canberra

24 Darmody Direet
8 Purbrick Street
8 Berne Crescent

14 EarleStreet
1 Kleinig Street

Division 3 Victoria

15 Steel Road,

54 Hendy Street,
62 Owen Street,

12 Goodwin Close,

20 Mambour Drive,
25 Dwyer Street,

55 Donnybrook Road,

194 Booran Road,

Weetangera ACT
Chisolm
MacGregor ACT

Lyneham ACT
Nicholls ACT

All meetings start 11.30 Sunday.
28 Ascot Street South,

Ballarat

Emerald

Corio

Mitcham
Hoppers Crossing

Sunbury
Clifton Hill
MNorlane West
Ormond

(02) 9686-4270
(02) 9680-2787
(02) 9629-2349
(02) 9522-2193
(02) 9628-9921
(02) 9997-7971
(02) 4341-6347
(02) 4342-0700
(02) 4736-4266
(02) 4951-6925
(02) 9614-2731
(02) 9624-3912

(02) 6254-6985
(02) 6291-9183
(02) 6254-8204
(02) 6231-2537
(02) 6260-6427
(02) 6242-8786
(02) 6288-7312

(02) 6248-8408
(02) 6255-7447

(03) 5332 1138
(03) 5968 3094
(03) 5275 8126
(03) 9874 1684
(03) 9748 7864

(03) 9744 5188
(03) 9489 4527
(03) 5274 1569
(03) 9578 8685
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Official Publication of the
Awstralasian Region
of the

NATIONAL MODEL
RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

Registered at Australia Post
Publication No PP241613/00080

Editor / Publisher  David Jupp
Assistant John Saxon

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS:

MainlLine welcomes aricles, photographs,
drawings, cartoons, letters to the editor and other
related material as contributions to the mutual
enjoyment of the hobby by the membership.
Material should have wide appeal and preferably
be sent by email or post to the editor. Articles
may he submitted on either 3.5 inch floppy or
CD in any Windows format. Preferably include
hard copy of your contribution. Sharp photos,
may be submitted for inclusion. Type written
articles are also welcome. The NMRA accepts
no responsibility for the accuracy of arficles,
which are published in good faith and at all
times deemed the opinion of the author. Publica-
tion of any article shall be at the discretion of
the editor.

The Editor MamLine
51 A Greene Avenue
Ryde NSW 2112

editor (@nmea.ong.au

ADVERTISING: Rear page, full page, half and
quarter page space is available at attractive rates.
Contact the editor for information. Rates are for one
year. Magazine is published quarterly. Advertising
contained in the MainLine in no way constitutes
endorsement or guarantee of product by the NMRA.
The NMRA reserves the right to reject or refuse
advertising for any reason and it is the responsibility
of an accepted advertiser to comply with regulations
associated with the Trade Practices Act.

Lacal Membership fee of $55.040" includes posted
quarterly publication MainLine Magazine. Addi-
tional Fee for US Scale Rails Magazine posted
monthiy $45.00 All fees are payable in Aunstra-
lian Dollars to Toni Saxon, Membership Offi-
CEL.

Please note that fees must be received by the
§th of the due month in order to maintain
continuity of Scale Rails delivery.

Send address changes to
Taont Saxos
1868 Davistown Road
FATTALUNGA NSW 2251
saonli@bigpond. com
(02 4369.7453)
Apstralesian Region
PO Box 382
Forestyille NSW 2087

@ NMRA Australasian Region.

President's Report

Good times

From a model railroading perspective we
seem to be living in the best of times.
Innovative new products are a regular
occurrence. High quality, wvalue for
money, new steam and diesel locomotives
are appearing regularly.

The inclusion of a factory installed sound
system; suitable in some cases for both
DC (analog) and DCC (digital command
control) is another step along the way to
greater realism of our models. This is a

* saving in the time and skill needed to

install the sound system and probably a
cost saving over buying the sound system
as an after market item.

In retrospect

As the wvear draws to a close we often
look back on the wyear’s achievements.
The workshop at Dence Park, Epping was
a time of accelerated learning for those
attending. I have been encouraged by the
very positive survey responses from
members and subsequent comments about
how helpful the workshop was for them.

One member commented that since the
workshop he has lified the track on a long
stagnant layout and started again using
skills and confidence gained at the
workshop. The challenge for all us now is
how to best help our fellow members
improve their skill base and so get even
more enjoyment from the World's
Greatest Hobby.

NMRA Long Range Plan

This year has seen the NMRA Trustees
finalise the Long Range Plan for
ratification by the whole of the
membership. I encourage you to take the
time to consider the information that our
Trustee, David North, has prepared in this
Mainline,

The aim of the plan is to ensure that the
MNMRA remains relevant to our hobby in
the 21% century. Please take the
opportunity to express your support by
voting.

South Australia

The sudden death of David Rayson came
as a great shock to his family and friends.
David had been working towards an
initial meeting of members and interested
modellers in the Adelaide area with the
aim of getting a Division active in South
Australia,

Ron Solly, a long time friend of David’s,
with support from fellow modellers has
taken up the challenge to continue what
David started. An initial meeting is
planned for mid November.

Narrow Gauge Special Interest
Group

Following the Narmmow Gauge Convention
held in Sydney last Easter a group of
Sydney based narrow gauge modellers
recently held an initial expression of
interest meeting. They have decided to
form a Narrow Gauge Special Interest
Group (SIG) to encourage one another,
With members of the Red Stag team
involved I'm sure we can look forward to
some high quality modelling from the
SIG members.

Happy modelling,

Yors Comstictit



From the Editor:

Here we are at the end of another
yvear and I just cannot see where
the time has gone. In our model
railroad hobby, it has been an
exciting year with the introduction
of many top class models and
announcements of more to come.
The biggest news story must have
been the return to HO model
manufacturing from Lionel,
although the choice of yet more ALCO Challengers seems
somewhat mystifying. With a range of Challengers from
Rivarossi, Challenger Imports (brass) Lionel and Genesis,
the large radius modeller is indeed spoilt. A “first” though,
except for brass and a lone resin kit, is the mighty Veranda
Gas Turbine from Lionel. Personally I can’t wait to see this
one and Andrew Jordan will be reviewing it as soon as it is
available, hopefully for the next issue. Complete with sound
from Quantum, this will be a totally different sound from
the steam, diesel and now electric locomotives we are used
to hearing. Oh, and to add a bit of variety, expect the cattle
and hog sounds in rolling stock soon from Broadway.
Sound is definitely maturing.

It seems that shoulder accidents have been the order of the
vear here in Sydney. Firstly Andrew Jordan suffered a
badly broken shoulder in a bike (human powered) accident
and then Toni Saxon fell and broke her shoulder on her
daughter’s steep slippery driveway. Both have had
successful pinning operations and are well on the way to
recovery. Andrew came off the worst because of the
abrasions associated from the high speed contact with the
roadway, That delayed his operation and the knitting of the
bones. The bike frame was destroyed. He tells me though,
another is on order. Toni, well its hard to keep her from
NMRA work.

The Trustee election is a thing of the past now. Thanks to
those who voted for me if anyone, but the timing was all
wrong. With the NMRA Long Range Plan shortly to be
voted on by the members, I thought it important that there
was some continuity in the representation of our region.
Sincere apologies to those who supported me.

Finally, have a Happy Christmas, a
Prosperous New Year and if you’re on g
the roads, take care. David ?“’Pf}

APOLOGY.
Last issue I got the phone number wrong for long time members
Jack and Shirley Mac Micking who have recently moved to their
new address. My sincere apologies. The correct information is;

Jack & Shirley Mac Micking
3 Lawver Crescent
Pacific Lakes Estate
LAKE MUNMORAH, N.S.W. 2259
Phone (02) 4358-2115 -

I T T T

SHOP 15 FAIRLAND STREET, MT GRAVATT QLD 4122
PHONE [07] 3849 2655 = FAX [07] 3849 8664
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LARGE SELECTION OF BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM
WE SELL BRASS MODELS ON CONSIGNMENT

Regional Roundup

Division1 GQueensland Glenn Stevens

NMRA AWARD
BEST MODELLER’S LAYOUT

For the past four years, Division 1 has been presenting an
NMRA sponsored Award at the annual Toowoomba Model
Train Exhibition conducted by the Darling Downs Model
Railway Club (DDMRC). The award is for the best layout on
display as judged by a panel of modellers from both DDMRC
and Division 1. The idea of having a perpetual shield on
display in DDMRC clubrooms was raised during initial
discussions when setting up the Award, however the idea was
deferred until recently when it was decided to purchase the
shield.
As a result, during a visit to the DDMRC Open House held in
conjunction with the Toowoomba Camival of Flowers in
September, Division 1 Supenntendent Glenn Stex ens, preﬂented
the perpetual =
shield for the Best
Modellers Layout
to DDMRC
President, Bob
Claydon on behalf
%

of the NMEA. i
The winners of the |
NMRA Award for é
the Best Modellers
Layout have been: &
2000 — “Caintode Flats™ —
steam era.

2001 — “Ravenstor”, a BR N layout in N Scale.

2002 —*“Forest Hill”, an QRE HOn3 layout.

2003 — “Moelfryn”, a 9 mm layout depicting a Welsh tramway.

an QRE layout HO layout in the late

Presentation of Rick Shoup Award

At the regular bi-monthly Division 1 meeting held on 8
November, Division 1 Superintendent Glenn Stevens presented
the 2002/2003 “Rick Shoup Award” to Grahame Davis on
behalf of the AP Chairman.

The Award is sponsored annually for the best Achievement
Program work submitted in the Region.

Grahame is well known in Division 1 for the high quaht],- of his
work, with his
scenery andfl
structures a delight
to behold. Grahame
models HOn30, and
the name of his
layout is the
“Silverton San
Juan™
Well
Grahame.

Done

=
Glenn ‘presents ﬂ;e Rick Shoup Awrard to

‘E‘:?rahame Davis

Narrow Gauge Steve Chapman

Special Interest Group

We had our first N.G.S. meeting on Saturday 25th Oct.

It was well attended by 11 eager narrow gaugers.

After a generous lunch provided by our host John Montgomery
we had a meeting and decided we would meet bi-monthly, next
meeting would be in early January due to a busy December.
During and after the informal meet a show and tell session was
experienced, a lot of fun was had by all.

Aims of this group is to support each other and raise each
others standards at each meeting by bringing along a project to
show fellow members. Members suggested that if we could set
ourselves deadlines (ie a meeting every 2 months) and achieve
progress with modelling projects that may otherwise stay on
the shelves.

We have a lot of very talented narrow gauge modellers amongst
us, so come along and feel free to join in. If you have an
interest in narrow gauge (Any Gauge at all from Z to G) come
along to our next meeting at Steve Pettit's place at Quakers Hill,
or contact Steve Chapman, (memberaidi@nmra.org) for Steve
Pettit's home [El 1
address. An email
will be sent outjs
during December
with the exact date,
possibly  Sunday
11th January
starting at 2pm. An
afternoon tea will be |

Division 2 Kim Bradley

Sydney

Sowerby and Jenny Smith hosted the August meeting. This is
always a popular venue with 60 members attending this time.
We were also priviledged to have 6 of the Coff Harbour group
visiting the division over the weekend with those wisitors
attending hobby shops and other members layout making for an
action packed weekend. Sowerby models Southern Pacific
steam era and the sight on his layout of a Cab Forward hauling
a long freight consist was indeed a beautiful thing. Sowerby
awaits the arrival of the Broadway Limited Flat Faced AC4ds
and 5s with interest. Several members spoke on topics of
interest and achievement program awards were presented to,
Erik Bennett, Trevor James, David Latham and Phil Collins.
Other awards have since been presented to Steve Pettit, John
Montgomery with golden spikes going to both John Parker and
Jack Parker, We were treated to lots of yummies and it was
great to catch up with everyone.

At the BOD meeting held later in the week, Richard Roth was
presented with a certificate from David North for 25 years of
NMRA membership. Well done Richard. Richard has made a
significant contribution to the NMRA both here and in the
United States with an incredible dedication to the hobby and of
late has been a valued member of the Board of Directors. Early



in September this year, Richard’s wife Jan, became seriously ill
and underwent intensive therapy as an outpatient. During this
time both Richard and Jan also became proud citizens of
Australia, such is their love for this country. Unfortunately Jan
did not respond to the treatment as an outpatient so it became
necessary for her to move into Port Kembla hospital's palliative
care unit. This was so she can get the best of on the spot care.
Richard is with Jan 24 hours a day and informs us that although
she has not responded to the treatment, she is comfortable. The
staff of the hospital have been great and Richard appreciates all
the kind calls he has received.

Richard and Jan, we want you to know, the thoughts of all the
members are with you.

The September meeting was held at Trevor James country
estate at Mandalong and the distance (about 2 hours from
Sydney) did not reduce ;

the numbers at all nor
did the mountainous |
approach to  the
property. Trevor has a =
huge M scale layout|
and numerous G scale
items to support his
eventual garden layout.
Allan was not present
so the meeting was mun
by David North. AS
number of show and
tell items were on
display including submissions from Steve Pettit and John
Eagles. A suasage sizzle was supplied with much conversation
and fun times in the shed afterwards.

Viv Brice

Canberra

Division 2

The 31* Malkara Model Railway and Scale Model
Exhibition and the NMRA Lavout

The Exhibition

Malkara is a pre-school and primary school in the ACT for
smdents with moderate to severe intellectual disabilities. There
are some 90 students, ranging in age from 3 to 12 vears, of
which a number of them also have varying degrees of physical
disabilities. The school works in partnership with parents and
the community to provide an educational setting that allows
students to develop toward their full potential and to live as
independently as possible in society.

Every year, the school P& C, staff and the ACT Model Railway
Society present a model exhibition. The exhibition has been
running for 31 years, with the last 25 following the format of a
balanced scale model exhibition, with about a dozen model
railway layouts, together with other scale models, working
displays of remote control cars and boats, including working/
diving submarines, and rides behind steam trains. The aim is to
entertain the entire familyv, and the exhibition includes displays
that not only target the adult modeller, but also the Mums, and
daughters (e.g. Devonshire teas, ACT Miniatures, ACT
Porcelain painters, ACT Dollhouses). The exhibition uses the
entire school, with displays in almost every classroom. This
year there were 28 exhibitors, with 10 model railway layouts.
The proceeds can be significant for the school and over the
years have enabled the purchase of large specialised equipment,
upgrading of the school kitchen, purchase of books and
resources and playveround refurbishment. This year, proceeds
will be used to purchase specialised equipment and resources
for use by the students in the classrooms.

So when the NMRA ACT Division was invited to attend and
support such a worthwhile cause, we leapt at the chance. We
brought the NMRA’s own layout up from Sydney, set it up and
ran it for two days, and in doing so, we leamed much.

The NMRA 1s without doubt very easy to set up and start
running, and shows that it was designed with a fair amount of
thought and practicality. On the Friday before the exhibition,
myself and three others had the first train running within an
hour and a half, and I was the only one who had been present
during a previous assembly! Thereafter, a further hour and a
half were spent by just two of us unpacking rolling stock,
sefting up trains and test running each train and all of the tracks.
We started off with just six trains but luckily, after the
exhibition started on Saturday, more were supplied by members
and we then could run a full complement of eight mainline
trains plus a permanent switcher out front.

We used the two days to give a large number of children, big
and small, male and female, and young and old, a chance to run
a train for themselves, and this was a great success. There is
something special about watching the face of a rather timid
small child as he first holds the throttle while you explain what
to do and then see the way that face breaks into a beam of joy
as he or she realises that they are actually driving their very
own train! Have that happen fo you time after time over a
weekend and vou too would have a smile on your face for a
long time after — very rewarding. And that in itself was thanks
enough for the effort put in by all those who took part.

Lessons Leaned

While the layout is operationally effective, with the potential
for some very interesting switching (especially trying to cross
the main lines when there are kids driving two trains around
those main lines at the only speed that most kids know — flat
out!), it is scenically very flat, and needs some real effort spent
to liven it up and give it some purpose.

Trackwork is pretty good, despite a couple of severe S-curves
in the fiddle yard, although one set of points needs replacement
and one module join is slightly misaligned. This misalignment
causes a step in the outer main line which luckily is down in the
normal running direction and gives an extremely effective
clickity-clack sound. I intend to get these items fixed before we

return the layout to Svdney.

We learned that the layout needs to be set up and operated for
at least an hour or two before taking it to an exhibition. This is
to perform any necessary repairs and fine-tuning while there is
still time before the show starts. Once set up for the show, the
time has gone. Also, at this time, all rolling stock and trains
need to be checked out for running and coupling/uncoupling.
There is no time while setting up for the show to check each
item of rolling stock to ensure its couplers are operational and
set at the correct height. It is also the time for operators to get
familiar with the layout and how you are going to operate it.
When problems occur during the show, get any ‘bad-order” cars
off the layout right away. Only try to fix any problems if you
have sufficient people available — do not take away from the
operating staff. We tried to have four people available to man
the layout at all times. This allows two out front giving ‘driving
lessons’ and responding to visitors questions, one inside to
operate the fiddle yard and do some switching of the front (but
always from inside) with the fourth person available to spell the
others and allow rotation. I have gained a lot of respect for
teachers — it’s quite exhausting giving ‘driving lessons’ to kids
for any extended period!

Our situation at the show meant that the rear of the layout and
its fiddle vard were readily accessible to the public, unlike most
of the other layouts and indeed unlike most exhibition layouts
anywhere. Surprisingly, this became a significant attraction,
with lots of people fascinated by the rows of trains. While we as
modellers tend to think that such sights are better kept away
from wisitors to enhance the ‘reality’ that we are trying to
create, perhaps we don’t give enough credit to Joe Public and
his ability to separate the two aspects into “what a great model’
and ‘how we do it".

Couplers gave us frequent problems, with none of the
uncouplers available (Rix magnetic, wooden skewers,
screwdrivers) being effective on all couplers all of the time. It
became apparent over the two days of the show that the most
reliable uncoupling came when both cars were equipped with
Kadees. When there were mixes of couplers, we usually
experienced difficulties. It also seems that the point at the end
of the screwdriver/wooden skewer needs to be different for
different makes of couplers. The moral of this story seems to be
that for your own layout, choose one brand and stick to it. It
was also noticed that while the majority of the rolling stock
were fitted with Kadees, most of the coupler breakages were
not Kadees! Indeed, the only coupler type to have no breakages
at all, were the half dozen or so X2F units on my passenger
equipment. (Before anyone has a seizure out there in model
railroad land, T have not vet had time to replace these with
Kadees, managing only to replace one at each end of the string
so they could be used at the show!).

Only one steam train was used and that was a Southern Pacific
Daylight GS4 which looked an absolute picture hurtling around
the track pulling the string of Daylight coaches that come with
the layout. It almost looked as good as my Pennsy passenger
train behind a pair of E units, but I'm biased. In fact, it looked
so good that I have donated it to the NMRA so that it can stay
with these coaches. Besides, it looks all wrong on my Pennsy
trains!

While the layout and the way we used it seems like more of a
DCC demo than an exhibition, the interaction between us and

the visitors seems much higher than at other exhibition layouts.
I guess it’s because if we’re letting their kids drive trains. It’s
most natural for the parents to talk to us as well, and so we get
plenty of opportunity to talk to people not only about DCC but
also about the NMRA. I now have several people who have
shown interest in the organisation.

But it’s DCC that causes the most interest. Watching a switcher
crossing the mainline between two ftrains running on that
mainline without interrupting those mainline ftrains caused
several jaws to drop. It was even more impressive when the
switcher operator remembered to re-align the tumouts after his
rossing!

Grant McAdam

Division 3 Victoria

The Tuly meeting of Division 3 was held at the home of Bob
Backway at Belgrave Heights in the Dandenongs to the east of
Melbourne. Some may think that we are foolhardy planning a
meeting during winter in the Dandenongs, but luck was with us
again with it being a pleasant day. However, most of the day
was spent indoors staying warm and we only adjourned outside
to cook lunch and enjoy the delicious desert supplied by Bob’s
wife Doreen.

Fourteen members made the trip to Bob’s and there were seven
apologies from people who could not make it. As a result the
number of items for display were down this month. Laurie
Green had been busy constructing buildings for his new O scale
narrow gauge exhibition layout that has a nautical theme. He
had a small depot that is destined for the wharf and “Bob’s Bait
& Boat”. The O scale theme was continued by Brett Whelan
who works in Proto 48. Brett’s layout is base on Chicago city
and as a result the buildings tend to be on the large size, both in
length and height. Brett brought along the smallest building
that will be on his layout, which contained many fine scratch-
built details. Grant M°Adam had been busy with his paint
brushes again and had some O scale figures that he had painted
at a recent Victorian exhibition. Finally Mario Rapinett
brought along an assortment of 1 in 30 figures and some O
scale cars and trucks by Road Signature.

First time meeting host, Rod Huichinson, hosted the August
meeting of Division 3. Rod models in HO, both standard and
narrow gauges. He has a small HO standard gauge layout and a
Victorian based narrow gauge layout under construction. Once



again the weather was favourable and it was a pleasant day.
Whether this has something to do with Rod working for the
Bureau of Meteorology or just our continued luck of picking
good days to hold meetings, I am not sure.

There was a bumper attendance at this meeting with 23
members and visitors and six apologies. The number of
members in Division 3 have been slowly increasing through
word of mouth. A lot of this is due to Mario Rapinett and John
Hunter attending different exhibitions and telling people of the
benefits of being a member of the NMRA. As an added
attraction at this meeting John Hunter offered to conduct a mini

clinic of casting and mould making but more on that later.

There was plenty of items for display this month. Both Rod
Hutchinson and Grant M®Adam had an assortment of magazines
that included; Australian Journal of Railway Modelling, Narrow
Lines, Light Iron Digest and Narrow Gauge & Industrial
Railway Modelling Review. Glen Mills brought along some
HO scale embossed plastic brickwork where he had used tile
grout to represent the mortar. One of our newer members, Bob
Jensen, brought along and HOn3 Roundhouse Shay. John
Hunter has been busy working on an O scale garage with many
of the details made from his own casting. John was inspired by
a competition enfry that he saw on the Downtown Deco
website. Grant M°Adam had taken an O scale petrol pump
produced by John Hunter and modified it to mstall lights in the
globe and behind the dial faces. Graham Rooke also displaved
a new mechanical drive systems for locomotives, Automatic

MAIL ORDER
DEPARTMENT

Phone or fax your order
for speedy delivery.
Postage and Insurance —
as applicable, extra on all
purchases.

Piease include phone
number with all orders.
Prices subject to change
without notice,

Ph: 02-9602-8640

CASULA HOBBIES

Manufacturers, Distributors & Importers of Model Trains
62 Moore Street, Liverpool NSW
PO Box 3206, Liverpool NSW 2170

We are the Home of Australian Trains

$27.00 ea.

Torque-control Coupling (www.modeltorque.com.au)

After we had enjoved lunch the members adjourned outside,
where there was more space for John Hunter’s casting and
moulding clinic. John provided a hand out that detailed the
materials that he uses {(Rhodorsil 585, Fastcast Tc §08, Dry
Stone or Hydrocal). He also had some competition during his
clinic from the locals (power tools) and natives (kookaburras).
The steps in setting out a mould were explained along with the
need to be aware of undercuts and the ability to get castings out
of a mould once they have set. John made a mould using some
masters that had been prepared by Laurie Green. I hope Laurie
was able to get his mould home safely as it can take the rubber
up to 24 hours to set. The resin that John recommends, Fastcast
Tc 808, sets very quickly but only has the draw back of a very
short pot life, of minutes. This ideal for the impatient modeller,
and also allowed John to cast an item while we watched. The
clinic went for about an hour and stimulated lots of questions
and discussion. All the members were very appreciative of
John's efforts.

The members retired inside to enjoy afternoon tea and all too
soon another very enjoyable meeting of Division 3 drew to a
close.

The Division 3 meetings keep going from strength to strength.
This month saw twenty four member and visitors in attendance.
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. It allows them to
“try before they buy” and it show cases the NMRA in our

Fax: 02 9602 8874

TRADING HOURS:
Blon-Fri: 9:00am - 5:30pm
Thursday: %:00am — 8:00pm
Saturday: 3:00am — 3:00pm
Closed Sundays

We accept Bankcard,
MasterCard or Visa.
EFTPOS is available.

add these 1:87 Scale Model Replicas:

315C Hydraulic Excavator
966G Series Il Wheef Loader

D5M LGP Track-Type Tractor

MEHANO

Your complete range of : American Locomotives

Steam Locomotives:

0-4-0 Dockside, 4-4-0 American, 2-6-0 Mogul (coal or oil),

2-6-0 Camelback, 4-6-2 Pacific, 4-6-2 Pacific Streamline,

2-8-0 Consolidation, 2-8-2 Mikado, 4-8-2 Mountain

Diesel Locomotives:

EMD FP45, Alco Century 415, EMD GP18, Alco Century 430,
Alco Century 628, EMD SD40, EMD SD35, BLWIGE/PRR GG-1

Always in stock:

region. Many of the visitors go on to become members of the
NMRA so we must be doing something right.

It had been several years since Peter MacDonald had hosted a
meeting so the members were keen to see the progress he had
made on his home layout. Peter models Victorian Railways in
HO and his layout is based on his home town of Bacchus

~Marsh. He also dabbles in O scale narrow gauge with the main

emphasis on the VR. Peter’s other forte is locomotive
construction and does commission work for other modellers.

There were plenty of items for display this month with the bulk
of them being in O scale. Ken Hughes had a Boulder Valley
Models Mighty Midget 5-ton Switcher in On30 and an O scale
engine shed. A notable feature of the engine shed was that Ken
had cut all his own timber for the building. The O scale theme
was continued by Peter MacDonald who had a BGM NA
locomotive kit under construction, Bob Jensen an lan Lindsay
log truck and Michael Holian with a scratchbuilt On30
passenger car. Still more O scale modeld came from Steve
Cullen, an On30 flat car and O scale figure, Laurie Green with
a scratchbuilt
passenger
steamer (see
photo) and
G tramnit
M°Adam wit a
Chiwver
Finelines
O n 3 0
caboose. No
buildings this
month  from
John Hunter
with him
returning to
his roots of plastic kit modelling with a tram in 1:45 by Gunze
Sangyo. Paul Richie flew the flag for the small scales with a
Barmills Saulena's Kit, RhB Brass kit and scratchbuilt P.E.
cars. Rod Hutchinson brought along the following magazines:
Light Railways; Newsrail; and AMRM. He also had a constant
directional lighting unit. Finally Grant M°Adam had the book
“Let’s buy a terrace house” by R. Hillier. Grant finished by
thanking Peter for hosting another very enjoyable meeting.

Model & Photo Laurie Green

The October meeting of Division 3 saw the members trekking
out to Emerald and the home of Graham Meyer. For the steam
enthusiasts this meeting holds a special place as Graham lives
easy walking distance from the world famous Puffing Billy
Railway’s Lakeside Station and through out the day you hear
steam whistles and the locomotives working hard as they
depart. Twenty members and visitors were at this meeting.

Graham has been working hard since our last wvisit on his
permanent home layout in N scale. All the bench work has
been built and installed along with most of the track. Sufficient
work had been done for 2 continuous run to be possible. The
layout has been designed with operation in mind with many
yards for shunting. Graham will be installing DCC but did not
have the opportunity before the meeting.

There were plenty of items for display this month ranging in

scale from HO to 1:32. Both Laurie Green and Mario Rapinett
have been busy making moulds since John Hunter’s clinic at the
August meeting. Laurie had moulds for walls, while Mario had
a range of moulds and castings. Mario also had a small mining
module in 1:32. John Hunter had kindly built a truck for Mario
to use in the module. Moving down into O scale John Hunter
brought along an Australian shop. The combination of the sea
and railroads holds a special place for many modellers. Qur
own Laurie Green is no different and he is busy working on a
new layout that features a wharf scene. The layout will feature
three boats, the steamer “Mary Lou”, the fishing boat
“Annebell” and a paddle steamer “Elizabeth”. The Mary Lou
and Annebell are both complete and the Elizabeth is still under
construction. Grant M°Adam had a 1934 Ford Utility produced
by Classic Carlectables. Believe it or not there are even trains
at our meetings. John Denmis has purchased a Backwoods
Miniatures On30 “Select a kit”. In HO scale Paul Richie had
the brass underframe for a P.E. Interurban car.

The remainder of items for this month included a mix of books,
magazines and DVD’s from John Cracknell, John Dennis,
Grant M“Adam and Paul Richie. There were too many to list,

South Australia Ron Soily

The first meeting of NMRA members for a few years took place
on a very warm Saturday November 15 at the residence of Ron
Solly. With only 10 members in SA, a meeting of 6 of them & 3
visitors was exceptional. Ron explained that SA is a Provisional
Region waiting on the NMRA Constitution changes & that Ray
Brownbill & himself would try to keep things going now that a
start has been made.

General chitchat & reminiscing between all took place for a
while then Ron showed the group his current HO Hanover &
Peterboro RR. currently in a small shed in the back garden. Due
to the extreme warmth (some may call it hot) & not being air-
conditioned, we did not stay there long but then went to the new
layout room which is bigger & air-conditioned to see what is
proposed.

Len Opie brought some HO rolling stock along & they spanned
many vears, the USA passenger coach was made in the mid
1940°s. With a few drinks & nibbles more verbalising took
place & after about 3+ hours the meeting was wound up.

The next meeting will be Saturday, January 17, 2004 at Ray
Brownbill's hCIIIlE_. Tel: 08 8339—1045, e-mail wildcreeki@charior. net.an

R. Soily, L. Opie, E. Raddatz &
D. Lovering

G. Chatwin, A. Harris, RL
Brownbill, seated
F. Giddings & G. Mitchell.

-
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Continued on page 22



PRODUCT REVIEW

Broadway Limited E-7

' WALTHERS’ OVERHEAD TRAVELLING CRANE KIT.
Stuart Sharp

David Jupp

You can't help but be impressed with the achievements of
Broadway Limited in the short time they have been
manufacturing. Their latest release is the EMD ET7 A & B locos.
Hot on the heals of the beautiful GG-1, this latest offering is
also impressive. Boxed under the name of the Paragon Series
(read Proto 2000 instead of 1000) the model is available in the
following road names. UP, SP, GN, B&O, Burlington, SER,
NYC, C&0, C.B&Q Milwaukee and undecorated. At the time
of printing both UP and SP versions were factory sold out and a
news release from Broadway stated that another limited number
run would be released late November to satisfy the unexpected
demand. I have only seen the SP and UP wversions and the
accuracy of the paint colours seems excellent. A parts bag is
provided for detailing but there is no information on where to
locate these parts and it is a pity there is not a blank for the
front coupler as I would choose to have this permanently
installed because it looks
neater. My guess is that you
will find the detail more than
satisfactory as these look
good straight out of the box.
In an A / B consist the
coupled gap between unifs is
realistic and the bellows
compress and expand to keep
the gap closed. An 18 inch
radius curve is the minimum '
recommended. Like the preceding models, the Hudson, Class A
and GG-1 this one comes complete with the QSI DC and DCC
compatible sound module and the twin speaker sound is just
superb. Put the loco on track with DC and it works. Place it on
the track with DCC and it also works. The selection in the
electronics to make all this happen is automatic. Sound and
motor drive is included in both A and B variants and a dummy
B unit is also available. To miss out on
the sound from a consisted B unit would
be disappointing although there is a
financial saving for ordering a dummy.
With DC operation, nothing happens
until there is about 4.5 wvolts on the
track. At this point there is a release of
air and then the twin diesels start in
sequence and stay in idle mode. Keep increasing the volts and
when they reach 9 volts the loco starts to move with a ramp up
in the sound of the diesel engines. A power pack with a separate
reversing switch is required to sound the horn or ring the bell
although Broadway now manufacture a product kmown as
'Sidekick' (see inset) to allow use of a ‘centre off type of
control knob. With DC control the sounds other than horn and
bell are automatic but it is only with DCC that the true
appreciation of the sound module and all the available sounds
becomes apparent. Use is mow made of the new NMRA
standards which allow for function control up to F12 to be used
and this loco makes use of all 13 functions including the FO for
the lower headlight control. Gary Spencer Salt from the Model

Railroad Craftsman
adwvises me that NCE are
ready to provide an
upgrade for
approximately $20 to

existing systems to
extend the function
controls, allowing all

those sounds to be
appreciated under command control. I trust other DCC
manufacturers will support the extended functions in the not too
distant future. In consist mode, the hom and bell sound only in
the lead unit. Sound levels of the individual sounds can be
adjusted in both DC and DCC (configuration variables) with the
talking voice response (really neat and a good way to impress
vour friends) in program mode making the setups easier and
novel. There is also an
overall screwdriver
adjustable wvolume control
= under a removable hatch on
the roof On the prototype,
o traction motors were on the
leading and trailing axles of
the A1A trucks but the model
drives on all 3 axles with
great pulling power. No
rubber tyres here and
seemingly not required as each units weigh in at 1.3 pounds. In
an ABA configuration, that is 3.9 pounds of traction weight at
the front end of your train. The sound of the twin diesels is like
music to your ears and such is the state of art in the software,
the engines really sound as if they are working when subjected
to an uphill run with a load. As the sound of the 6 diesel
engines in an ABA configuration beat with each other. they go
in and out of phase and it's difficult not to be impressed.
Through the speed trap in an ABA configuration, the top speed
was measured at a scale 73MPH with no load. That I believe
would be fairly prototypical.

The electronic Mars light pulses realistically in the upper
enclosure and if you are right in front of it, it looks realistic.
Move to the side though and it is obvious that it is not the
rotating beam of the true prototype Mars Lamp assembly. Don’t
get me wrong though, the pulsating effect is great. You'll need
F12 access to be able to change it. The number boards are also
illuminated with separate light sources. Knuckle couplers
based on the Kadee style are plastic and can be replaced with
Kadee No 5s easily.

The model looks good and is pleasing in its appearance and
performance. When [ went back to operating trains without
sound it seemed dull and uneventful. Well done Broadway
Limited. Keep moving the performance bar upwards. You are
truly making sound in our model world come of age.

Cost is $390 available now in Australia while stocks last. Don’t
expect them to be there for long.

It is always fun to open a new kit. 1 purchased the Walthers’
overhead travelling crane — product no. 933-3102 in the well-
known Cornerstone series. [ had previously bought another
Walthers” kit, named the Vulcan Manufacturing Company

. [product no. 933-3045] which said that the crane is “designed

for use with the bridge in the Overhead Traveling (sic) Crane
kit”. Hence. the desire to purchase the crane kit.

The first thing I looked for in the crane instructions was what 1
had to do to make the kit compatible with my earlier Vulcan kit.
Sadly, there was no mention in the crane kit about the method
of adaptation. Being older now, I was able to cope with the
apparent crisis.

It was also the first Walthers kit I had purchased that did not
stamp the 31 part numbers on the sprue. How would I know the
difference between a “craneway girder” and a “bridge girder”.
Luckily, Dan the World’s Best Dog waswable to explain the
difference. Some parts were very fine and care had to be taken
not to damage the parts with a full application of Testosterone.
One part was broken when I opened the box.

Another unusual feature was the lack of colour of the plastic
elements. All other Cornerstone kits that I had acquired were
of various prototypical colours. Not this baby. It reminded me

of the Airfix kits of the 1960s with its light grey hue. That was
no trouble but it did make nonsense of Walthers” claim about
compatibility with the other kit, which was painted black.

The diagram with the kit was very clear but one had to proceed
with care as it was at times hard to distinguish between sprue
and lug. The diagram was misleading about the addition of the
two hocks, one in plastic and the other metal. Neither had
holes to attach the rigging thread. The clear styrene window
sheeting was thin and flexible, not like the usual rigid material
found in other Comnerstone kits. There was a reference in the
instructions [step 7] that “a damp climate would woon take their
toll on a paint job”. Unfortunately, no advice was provided to
resist the speed of the wooning. Decals were included althongh
there was no mention in the instructions as to where they should
go. It dido't really matter as there were no smooth surfaces
where they could be applied.

The kit was about $19.00 and| =

value for money. The
copyright instructions were
dated 1990 and it seemed that
no one at Walthers has
bothered to update and
correct the instructions. I had
parts left over at the end so I jgH
guess Dan was right after all. (S50

Proto 2000 SD-45
Andrew Jordan

Proto 2000 has just released their EMD SD45. This is hot on
the heals of Kato producing a second run of their SD45's, and
just ahead of Bachmans revised SD45. Thus for lovers of the
SD45 with its distinctive flared radiators, life could not be
better. The SD45 was produced from 1966 using a 20 cylinder
645 powerplant. Tt was the king of the hill at the time, the
worlds most powerful single engine Diesel rated at 3,600HP,
(builders had offered double engine diesel's rated at 5,000 or
over), and brought EMD to the front of the Horsepower race for
the first time in a while. Initially railroads flocked to the SD45
and many over-looked the less powerful SD40 which was also
being offered at the time. Sales of the SD45 ended at 1,312
units, which at the time was not bad, but the SD45 slipped from
grace during the early 1970's with the increase in fuel costs and
maintenance on the prime mover. However it was the little
brother of the SD43, the SD40 proved to be the real winner and
dominated sales over the next 15 years, and with the SD40-2,
over 4,000 units were produced.

Most units lasted many years in service and only recently have
they started to be retired. Some however have had a second
lease on life with the modification to SD40-2 standards by
replacing the prime mover. Extemally they have not been
changed, retaining their distinctive flared radiators.
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe were the largest buyers of the
SD45 and later bought the SD45-2 version offered in 1972.
Protos SD45 is a superb model and the details are excellent as
per previous offerings from Proto. Unlike older models, the
SD45 comes with the shell already attached to the chassis. All
that is required is to unscrew the plastic end guards and slide in
the coupler pocket with your favourite coupler, for me it is the

Kadee #58. The locomotive comes with a bag of add on details
which can be applied by the owner. They are mostly just
generic, so modellers after exact details would be better off
buying the appropriate parts separately. It comes with optional
plows or footboards as per the prototype. My only gripe is the
placement of the Hom. Proto has applied it to the roof which in
most cases is correct but not all. T will have to buy the correct
horn, which was mounted between radiator fan 1 and 2 for
Union Pacific and fill the hole. This aside, they are superb
models, in my opinion they are better than the Kato at half the
price, as [ also have a Kato wversion as well
The mechanisms are smooth and silent and run well with Kato
and Atlas drives. However they will not run with older Proto
locomotives such as the GP30's and GP9's. A bit of work is
required to convert to DCC and if sound is to be added the see-
through fans will let the sound out nicely.
The paining is excellent as per usual for Proto, but I must say
they have improved the UP yellow over the older models. They
have taken much of the orange look out of the yellow after UP
modellers gave significant feedback on the issue. Thus T will
not have to strip and paint these locomotives.

Two numbers are offered for each road as well as an
undecorated version.

Expect to see a second run by the end of the year, which will
probably include SP and others which were not done in the first
run. For modellers after these brutes, I purchased mine from
Tom's at West Ryde.
They have a good
range of roads and a
large inventory. Their|
prices are Very

competitive to say the |
least.




Try the ARHS first for
Railway Books & Magazines

Australia’s best selection of new books, magazines, CDs, videos and DVDs
on Australian, North American and British railways and tramways.
Mail Order is a specialty.

ARHS/NSW Bookshop ARHS Y=
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and Saturday f*' X

9.00am — 3.00pm "’ﬂ IT—’

Srarion

5"1%——{ =

67 Renwick Street.

Redfern, NSW 2016
: (02) 9699-4595

Fax: (02) 9699-1714
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY — New South Wales Division
The ARHS Archives, at the same address are open for research on the first, second and
third Tuesdays of each month also Saturdays 10.00am — 3.30pm

www.arhsnsw.com.au
Secure on line shopping facility now available Mastercard, Visa, Bankcard and Amex accepted.
Please Note: Tours of Sydney’ St James Tunnels and Central Station are postponed indefinitely.
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Come visit us and have a look. Hobbies for the whole family.
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Alan Rocket is regarded as one of Australia’s Master modelers.

His work has been documented in detail by many Australian
Magazines. Recently the Narrow Gauge and Shortline
GAZETTE highlighted his work. Boone Morrison, guest
speaker at the Narrow Gauge Convention remarked about the
uncanny resemblance of Alan’s model railway layout and the
prototype Puffing Billy Railway. Observers of Alan’s work,
always comment on the high level of workmanship in his
buildings, scenery and detail.

In January 2003, I invited Keith McCarron to come down from
Sydney to produce a video of the Puffing Billy Railway and
Alan’s work, for the Narrow Gauge Convention. This gave me
an opportunity to study Alan’s work more closely during video
“shoots”. As a quiet person, I did however ask the odd question
or two with some very surprising answerS. Alan has kindly
agreed to let us into some of his modelling secrets together with
pictures of his latest projects. I highly recommend you buy,
borrow or steal a copy of the Narrow Gauge Downunder
Magazine Summer / Autumn 2000 Vol 5 No.l. There is a
comprehensive article about the layout by Grant McAdam.

Sawdust

The construcliun of

M formwork has  been
mentioned i previous
{ articles, but here is a

Bench work is
hipboard with a top
llayer of canite.
Hillsides and walleys
flare formed using
chicken wire, covered
with “Chux” dish cloth. This is painted with full strength white
glue and covered with raw course sawdust as a base coat. No
plaster is used on the layout. The final scenery cover and roads
is a combination of commercial products and fine sawdust.
Hardwood sawdust goes though many sieving processes with
different grades of kitchen sieves or tea strainers. This produces
up to 4 levels of sawdust grades. If you see some old fashioned,
fine grade sieves at Sunday markets or junk shops, Alan
suggests you get hold of them, as they are hard to find.
Various grades of sawdust are stored in containers or cut up
milk cartons. The very finest sawdust is used on all the roads. It
was this application of the fine sawdust, that convinced me to
write this article.
Each time scenery work is completed, the area is vacuumed.
An old stocking attached between the nozzle and hose catches
the loose fine materials. This might be a combination of dyed
sawdust and commercial products which is then recycled at a
later date. Nothing is wasted.

Rope

Hemp rope is coloured by placing in an ice cream container full

of dye. The rope is then cut to form weeds or trees.

Colouring your own materials enables the modeler to obtain
supplies, best suited to =

a particular prototype.
Australian  landscape
tend’s to be more
subdued in most areas,
using burnt and olive
colours. These days
some of the
commercial products
seem too bright and
green.

Dyes

The sawdust and rope is
coloured wusing ‘“Dylon”
| dyes, available at chemists
and craft shops. Diluting dye
at wvarious strengths helps
obtain different shades. Alan
had one batch of grey
{ sawdust on hand. Looked
fantastic. Some brands need
to be used with hot water or

cold water, so check the
instructions. As a side note, I have used food colouring dyes
with success, but. 1 recommend using gloves during this
process.

Paper Roofs

The Hoods on the horse drawn buggies and cars are made from
paper. Paper is cut to shape, wrapped over a timber former,
white glue applied at the joins and left to dry for a day. Once
dry, the hoods are
removed and
painted which helps
1 stiffen the paper. A

ol shape.

Model cars are
reworked with new
tyres and hood.




The piles for the
bridge are knot free
dowel available at
] most  hardware
stores. Because of
the non standard
timber sizes, braces
| and large bridge
&8 members were cut
& from scrap pine
using a bench
circular saw. It
tock only a half a day fo cut thf: bridge members including the

sleepers.

Roofing Iron

Many of the
structures  on
Alan’s  layout
have cormgated
iron roofs and
wall claddings.
To achieve a
realistic  scale
size, Alan
decided to
(| make his own,
using  80gsm
photocopy
paper. A jig was constructed from chipboard. Original model
roofing iron was glued to each half. The bolts act as a guide to
obtain a perfect fit. Paper is cut into strips with either a blade or
guillotine, wetted and placed in the jig. The wing nuts help
clamp the whole thing together tight. Next day the paper roofs
are removed and finished with cheap spray paints or acrylic
paints. While it may sound like a slow process, paper roofing is
something that can be done at anytime to achieve quantities.
One major advantage of paper roofing, is it easily fixes to
structures with plain old white glue.

The final result is truly cutstanding.

1:48 scale roofing is also available from VR models.

Measurements for the catile yard were obtained on site at
Emerald, Victoria. Sketches were produced and the above is an
exact replica as it exists today.

Alan produced the
Masters for this
horse and dray.
These are now
available from Ian K
Lindsay Models. E

Engine shed
has only been
on the layout
a few weeks.
Designed
from an old
& photograph,
Al a n

prepared
drawings and
constructed
the shed from commercial strip wood. The shed roof and water
tank are made of paper. The prototype of this building is
scheduled to be constructed by the Puffing Billy Society in the
near future.

Water tank
wagon is made
up of paper

f formed over a
8 block of wood,
with cardstock
o c0ds. [ asked
e Alan  how he
obtained a true
primer colour.
He replied “I
_ use real primer
paint”. The rivets were embossed with a clock wheel in a home
made brass handle. Puffing Billy rolling stock kits are now
available from Ian Lindsay Models.
: = B = = The ballast used
- | on the layout is
- |finely sieved
 crushed rock
available from
g vour local
nursery  or
maybe  your
iineighbours
Blnewly laid
graviel
driveway.

Alan likes the various shades of grey and browns he obtains
using this method. The station is a recent addition to the layout.

Garratt G42 kit by Phil Badger.

Alan had just completed construction of this Garratt kit and [
saw it running during the interview. An amazing piece of
engineering. Some additional brass sections were fabricated by
Alan for his model.

So there you have it. Great modeling and scenery using basic
techniques we may have tried when we started our first layout.
In Alan’s case, he has used the same true and tried “Back to
basic’s” method for the past 15 years. When Alan needs
something, he makes it, the most economical way possible.
There were many other modelling tips we discussed during the
course of the interview. Mavbe we can look at these another
fime.

PUFFING BILLY CD.
1000's of high quality pictures.
Many supplied by modellers around the world.

Complete “Puffing Billy’ Line from Belgrave to
Gembrook.

All scale layouts from N to Live Steam.
Models — Prototype — Sawmills
Exhibitions - Victoria & N.S.W

George Sellios - Franklin & South Manchester
Laurie Green web site - packed full of clinics.
Narrow Gauge Convention 2003

plus the latest ==
100's of pictures of the Colorade Narrow Gauge Line.
$20.00 post paid payableto f»_, =
PUFFING BILLY SOCIETY =
for the restoration of the CLIMAX.
AVAILABLE NOW FROM PUFFING BILLY SOCIETY

Contact: ray.leiversipbr.org.au

ar
Murio Rapinets, PO Box 1541, Healesville VIC 3777

PO Box 451, Belgrave, Victoria 3160, Australia.

Keith McCarron at [
the Australian |
Marrow  Gauge
Convention 2003, [
giving a
demonstration on
cutting your oOwn

timber.

I hope you have learned at least one new method from this
article.

And remember, it never hurts to ask a question. You might be
surprised by the answer.

Mario.

Further reading;
http://members.optushome.com.au/jdennis/ng_webex html
MNarrow Gauge and Shortline GAZETTE Sept 2003

Australian Model Railway Magazine August 2001

Australian Model Railway Magazine October 2001

Over a hundred pictures of Alan Rockett’s layout are available on CD
together with 6000 other general pictures.

£20.00 includes postage.

Payable to “Puffing Billy Society”

Funds for the CLIMAX restoration program.

Contact Puffing Billy Society

PO Box 451, Belgrave, Victoria, Australia. 3160

E-mail: ray.leiversi@pbr.org.au or

Mario Rapinett, PO Box 1541, Healesville, Victoria. 3777

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting

of the National Model Railroad Association,
Australasian Region, to be held at 3.00pm, prior to the
regular New South Wales monthly meeting on Saturday
March 13th 2004, at the residence of John Baker, 54 —
60 Rosebery Road Kellyville New South Wales. In
keeping with the rules for an Incorporated Association,
the National Model Railroad Association Incorporated,
must hold its Annual General Meeting within 6 months
of the expiration of its financial year being December
31, 2003.

An agenda for business to be carried out at the Annual
General Meeting and information regarding nominees
for the Board of Directors including personal statements
and voting papers should they be required, will be
posted to members before February 1st 2004.

Rot- Barter

Secretary.




SERIES 567 RAIL VIDEO
YOUR TRANSPORTATION VIDEO SPECIALIST

1/87th EQUIPMENT

Donald Dawvis

= e = —maiea]]

% VIDEOS (PAL) : From ~ Green Frog, Highball, Greg Scholl, Pentrex, Kalmbach, WB Video
%+ VIDEO (NTSC) : From ~ Pentrex, BIG E, Railway Productions
% DVD’S < AUDIO COMPACT DISCS (UK & USA Steam/Diesel)
% USA RAILROAD ATLASES < COMPUTER RAIL SIMULATION : PC-RAIL

Contact us for a FREE catalogue of PAL/NTSC Video/DVD
uotles on ralroading in the USA ~ visit bygone ralroads,

re-live the steam era or see modern day ralroading with
high-horsepower diesel locomotives. Also available,

FREE catalogue of the UK video producers, VIDEO 125,
Globe Video Films & Cinerail /Marsden Rail.

SERIES 567 RAIL VIDEO

PO BOX 239, HEATHCOTE VICTORIA 3523
TEL: (03) 5433 3709  FAX: (03) 5433 3718
EMAIL: ser567(@netcon.net.an

View the full range on our Website:
www.series567railvideo.com.au

We accept Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa, Cheque or Money Order.

| Our Transport Video Catalogue ($15.00) covers subjects

| suchas : Railways of the Briish Isles - Buses & Trams -
Ships - Awation - Minmatre & Model Railways Miscellaneous
{(Wagons, Steam Fairs, Tractors, Harvesong etc.) - Children’s
Tides and Feature Films.

— - p——
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VIDEOS > DVDS > COMPUTER SIMULATION > T-SHIE‘FS > AUDI

O CD’S > ATLASES

DIGITAL SOUND MODULES

Bring Your Layout to Life with Digital Sound Modules. Trains, Animals, Nature, City, Industrial, Rural etc. Try the
Sawmill and Waterfall.

LIGHT WORKS NEON SIGNS

Neon, and Animated Neon Signs, Miniature Fluorescent Lamps
Try the Popular Hotel and Café Signs

IRDOT INFRARED TRAIN DETECTORS

Automatic Train & Signalling Systems and Automatic Train operation

HERITAGE BILLBOARD DECALS

Gwydir Valley Prints, Range of framed prints of railway art from
famous railway artists, Kenneth G Bowen, Phil Belbin, Brian Baigent

Gwydir Valley Models ».0.Box 740 GLEN INNES NSW 2370 Phone: 02 6732 5711
Fax: 02 6732 1731 Email: steam@northnet.com.au Web: www.gwydirvalleymodels.com

Where to begin? The following may not be new information to
some, but as I haven’t seen it in any magazines with the
exception of very minor articles, I put pen to paper. In an
attempt to give my gondolas and flat cars a unique/different type
of load to the norm I decided to combine several different
hobbies in the one. When I was young I had a fairly large
collection of 1/72 scale WW 2 aircraft and military equipment
as 1/72 scale is to large for HO I called on a friend John Corsair
to see what he could source. This opened up a whole new side to
the hobby of trains. John loaned me a book called” The
Collectors Value Guide for Scale Model Plastic Kits” by John
W. Burns although this book was last printed in 1999 and is now
out of print it covers Planes, Ships and Vehicles which are now
classed as collectables. A more up to date book by John Burns is
“PAK-20 Plastic Aircraft Kits of the Twentieth Century”
although you may have no interest in aircraft both these books
are worth it if only for an insight to the range of manufacturers
of kits available. Another source of information is the 1/87"

Club at http:/fwww.1-8Tvehicles.org who you can join and they
send out a magazine every two months from this site you can
download a scale calculator a very useful tool. On the Internet
there is a site http://www.87thscale.info, which has links to
virtually all the manufacturers of equipment for 1/87". Enough
of the why for, to the story it is interesting how some of the big
names in plastic kits started. Revell started in 1943 making
plastic washing machines and accessories for toy houses and
started manufacturing kits in 1947. Aurora started in 1930
manufacturing bottle caps, baby feeding dishes and plastic bows
and arrows. Roco started in 1960 firstly manufacturing their
1/87" tanks and then the HO US railroad wagons. Lego
manufactured 1/87™ vehicles from 1955 to 1968.

A New Zealand company Fun Ho sold 1/87™ Holdens.

These listings are only for kits that it is possible to use on a HO
layout.
The same books give true scale information as well.

AIRCRAFT

Scale  Aireraft type Model Manufacturer Scale  Aircraft type Model Manufacturer

1/88 Beechcraft Comet & Aurora 1/87 Boeing Stearman Williams

1/87 Corben S/Ace Williams 1/89 Curtiss P40E SanwaTokyo Plamo

1/39 Curtiss P40N Tokyo Sharp 1/87 Douglas DC3 Comerstone

1/88 Douglas FD Kleeware & Comet 1/87  General Dynamics Big One

1/39 lockheed P38 AHM 1/87 Lockheed P38 Roco

1/37 Lockheed SR71 Big one 1/87 McDonell F15A Big One

1/87 P51 Mustang Cornerstone 1/89 P51 Mustang Tokyo Sharp

1/89 P51 Mustang Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo 1/89 N.American XF 108 ITC, Glencoe,

1/88 P47 Thunderbolt Comet & Aurora 1/87 F4U Corsair Sanwa & Entex

1/86  F7U Corsair Trim & Lindberg 1/85  Harrier Command

1/89 Spitfire Tokyo Sharp 1/87 Junkers JU 52 Roco Prieser, Faller

1/87  Junkers JUS7 Roco /85 Junkers JU 87 AHM

1/87 Junkers JU13 Roskopf 1/87 ME109 Cornerstone

1/87 ME109 Roskopf 1/89 FW 190 D Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo

1/89  Kawaski Tony Tokyo Sharp 1/88 Kawasaki Lily Otaki

1/89 Kawanishi George IKKO & Arii 1/89 Mitsubishi Jack MNakumara

1/91 Brewster Buffalo Sanwa/Toko Plamo 1/92 B24 Liberator Revell, Ikko

1/93 B S8 Hustler Heller, Revell 1/84 Curtiss Condor Kleeware, ITC

1/84 Curtiss Helldiver Aoshima, Entex, BMW 1/90 Douglas DC3 Atma Paulista,
Monogram,
Necomisa

1/84 A3D Skywarrior Revell, Advent 1/94 F4D-1 Skyray Temco, Frog,Comet,
Aurora

1/93 Grumman Avenger Aoshima, BMW, MRC 191 Grumman Wildcat Nakamura, Sanwa,

Farpro UupC

1/94  Fairchild F27 Rewvell 1/91 Lockheed F-94C Kleeware, Comet

1/84 Lockheed F-94C Frog 1/84 P38 Lightning Aurora

1/90 F-4C Phantom Hasegawa, AHM 1/90 F-104 Starfighter Hasewaga

1/85 Martin B-57B Rewvell, Advent 1/94 B25 Mitchell Ortaki

1/81 P47 Thunderbolt Ortaki 1/94 P47 Thunderbolt Marusan, UPC

1/84 Republic F84F Frog 1/90 DH Mosquitoe Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo

1/90 Boulton Defiant Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo 1/93 Hawker Typhoon Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo

1/94  DH Tiger Moth Plastiques Dermatt 1/95 Spitfire V Sanwa, Nakamura

1/93 Hawker Typhoon V Eagle Eaglewall 190 Mell0 Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo

1/94 Junkers JUB7 Eagle Eaglewall Vulcan 1/94  Fokker DVIII Plastiques Dermatt



Scale Vehicle type Model Manufacturer Scale  Vehicle type Model Manufacturer
1/95  Me 109 Sanwa/Tokyo Plamo /86 Breguet Alize Sankol
1/94  Albatross DIII Plastiques Dermatt 1/85  Nord Noratlas Heller
1/94  Dasault Mystere Heller 1/87 Tlvushin EVZ
1/85  Fiat G-91 Heller 1/94 Mig21 Tamiya
/94 Mig 19 Tamiya
HELICOPTERS
1/87  Bell UH-1D Roco 1/87 Bell AH-G Roco
1/38  Bell AH64A Big One 1/87 Hughes Hasgawa
1/87  MMB BO 155 Roco 1/89 MV-PP5 Hovercrafi MNakamura
1/87  Pitcairn Autogyro Williams 1/87 Sikorsky CH-53 Roco
VEHICLES
1/87  Brabham UPC 1/87 1961 Chrysler Concor & Revell
1/87 " 1930 Ford truck Concor & Heljan /87 1925 Ford truck Jordan
1/87 1930 Mack truck Concor, Heljan & Prieser 1/87 1923 Mack truck Jordan
1/87  Ford CL 9000 truck Revell 1/87  Jaguar XKE R.&L Australia
1/87  Steam Roller KielKraft 1/87  Seagrave fire truck Boley
1/87  Cadillac Fleetwood AHM, EKO 1/87  Pickup camper Lindberg
1/87 Schilz Tractor/trailer Ulrich 1/87? Beverage truck Johnny Lightning
1/87 Ford Mustang Monogram 1/85 Mercedes 220 Lego
1/87  Holden Ex Fun Ho New Zealand 1/87 West Ham Tram Kielkrafi
1/87 1928 Birmingham trolley Kielkraft
MILITIARY
Scale  Vehicle type Model Manufacturer Scale Vehicle type Model Manufacturer
1/87 Thor Missile Adams 1/86 Bomarce misile Comet, Kleeware
1/87  Anzio diorama Aurora 1/87 Saracen Model Transport
1/87  Pegaso wrecker Nimix 1/87 M09 tankdozer Fine Scale Models
1/87 Stuart tank Boley 1/87 Priest 105mm SPG Crusader Models
1/87  MI113 AA tank Continental Model Supply 1/87 M4 Sherman Roco,Marusan, UPC
1/96  Matador wilauncher Faller 1/90 V1/V2 wilauncher Faller
1/87  Land rover Model Transport
SHIPS
Scale  Ship type Model Manufacturer Scale  Ship type Model Manufacturer
1/84 Tucumari Hydrofoil Aurora 1/88 Joseph Conrad W/S Pyro, Lifelike
1/84  Harbour firefighter Revell 1/87  Japanese PT7 upC
1/90  Wth Atlantic Trawler Lindberg 1/87  PTI109 UPC
1/82 Diesel Tug Boat Lindberg 1/92 CSS Casco Lone Star Models
1/83 Joseph Conrad Life-Like Pyro 1/83 Mayflower Revell
1/96 HMS Bounty Rewvell 1/90 Galleon Paramount
1/87 = Midget Submarine Artitec 1/96 Firefighter Heller

The scales stated here are the actual scale of the kit not what is
printed on the box. In the case of the AHM aircraft kits they are
all indicated to be 1/87% .

These listings are only examples of what has been produced
since plastic kits have been manufactured in the 1940 and
1950s. I have been able to purchase several 30 year old Revell
and AHM kits off E-bay and ther have also been other items on
this list for auction, so just because the kit is old does not mean
its not acquirable. This listing has been researched from mainly
the books by John Burns and with the help of John Corsair. This
raises another point if using other authors! If possible ask for

permission to use their information or at least acknowledge the
source. This article does not have kit Nos listed as this would
make an already long article longer. Remember, if it’s
manufactured it probably can be transported by rail.

Any one wanting information on John Burns books or John
Corsairs Model Information can contact me wvia e-mail
(southsiderail@hotmail.com) or if you just have an interest in
this field, contact me.

Yours in modelling, Donald Davis

=

Diesel Tugboat 1/82™ Nth Atlantic Trawler 1/90™ Tuna Clipper
1/90" by Lindberg PT Boat 1/87™ by Artitec

True 1/87th kits.

GERMAN Udet Flamingo 1/87" Junkers Jul2 1/87" by
Roskoph Messeschmitt BF-109 1/87" by Cornerstone

B24 liberator 1/92nd,
Grumman F3F 1/97th,
Avenger 1/93rd,
Helldiver 1/84th,
Corsair 1/87th,
Thunderbolt 1/94th

Full Range of Karts, Engines and Parts
New and Used
We specialize in Tar and Dirt Racing
With a full shop to meet all your needs
Phone: (02) 9635-8456 Fax: (02) 9635-8479
email:ParraKarts(@Bigpond.com

Check us out now at
www.My105.com

KART ENGINES.




EXHIPITION & CONVENTION CALENDAK

WARRNAMBOOL - VIC. January 10-11, 2004 at the Archie Graham Centre, Timor St, Warrnambool. Organised by
the Warrnambool Model Railway Club. Enguiries (03) 5560 5215 or (03) 5565 8253 or write to PO Box 1221
Warrnambool, 3280.

THIRLMERE - NSW. March 4, 2004 at the Memorial Hall, Westbourne Avenue, Thirlmere. Open 9am-4pm.

Forestville. Open Yam-6pm (Sat) Sam-5pm (Sun). Large Bring "N’ Buy stall.

CANBERRA - ACT. April 3-4, 2004. Presented by the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. at the Mational Hockey Cen-
tre, Mouatt Street, Lyneham. Open Yam-5pm Sat & Sun.

FORESTVILLE - NSW. March 6-7, 2004 at the Forestville Memorial Halls, Cnr Warringah Road and Starkey Street,

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW AND RERAILED MEMBERS

Jessica Brisbane, Narrabundah ACT (Rerailed) Phillip Booth, Ourimbah NSW Ray Lucas, Wamambool VIC

Robin Scott, Moorabin VIC Robert Ringrose, Pakenham VIC  David Ratcliff, Mt Waverley VIC
Andrew Jordan, Potts Point NSW (Rerailed) Stuart Hedges, Katoomba NSW  Mark Betone, Hoppers Crossing VIC
Brian Elliott, Noble Park VIC John Eagles, Camperdown NSW  Graham Baker, Prospect NSW
Walter Palmer, Sawtell NSW Charles Reid, Coffs Harbour NSW

Coff's Harbour lan Phemister

Module Group

Apart from having the best beaches, restaurants and tourist
attractions, Coffs Harbour has some of the best garages for a
model railway group to rebuild a few modules.

After a most enjoyable trip to the big smoke for Sowerby’s
layout visit and also with great thanks, We organized to see
Rodney Smiths, John Bakers and module sigs layouts. The six
of us who were able to come down had a most enjoyable
weekend and were blown away with the enthusiasm of everyone
we spoke to at the meeting on Satarday. It was said on the way
home the NMEA members were thought to be, Quote, “Aliens
from another planet, He could see beams of light in their eyes.
He was waiting for antlers to pop up out of their caps. Well you
could say we came home full of ideas and couldn’t wait to get
into our modules. Thanks again all for a great weekend.

After much discussion, We completely flattened 9 of the 21,
1190x590 modules. The track plan remained basic however we
wanted to get away from running dead straight down one edge
of the boards, so a very large S bend was the answer with a
passing loop and shunting spur about the middle. It was also
suggested, to get away from running round and round, a short
branch to be added for a little operation.

Construction started in Graham Quin’s garage., but we soon
found his tools weren’t up to scratch, so a move to new member
Charlie Reids. Trackwork has started but a little slow. Someone
keeps changing the rules (grin). We have a long way to go,
though as we have had an invite to Newcastle hobby show next

year, we still have a few things to do. The Coffs Harb R ST TC T 5
sk esmiie R fic cncongaent our crew at Rod Smith’s Sydney Layout.
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WOODPECKER MODEL RAILWAYS
8 Joyce Street, Pendle Hill, N.S.W. 2145
Phone: (02) 9636-3855 Fax: (02) 9631-4204
® Modelling extras - drill sets No and metric, individual drills, pin vice, slitting discs, w
:eTc. Pro-edge knives, blades, saws, etc.; scale rules, Evergreen plastic strip and:
: sheet, Slaters plasticard embossed sheets, K & S brass rod and shapes, Badgerflex
w paints, EF Simply Glues plaster, Fruggle Rock, Solvents efc.

pPrddps
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: Model Railways - Lifelike N, Lifelike Scene Master Series, Microtrain coupler‘s,:
® Kadee couplers, Preiser people - painted and unpainted, Peco, Atlas and 6T track inw

: N and HO, Gaugemaster and CDA r;omro‘ile:?s, Hel jan buildings etc. :
: Always a range of second hand books, videos, railways efc, available. :
3 LENZ DCC System and Decoders now available! :
b Why not call in"and check us out? .

5 : b Y
» Monday to Friday 10am to 5.30pm and Saturday 9am o 2pm .
< P.O. Box 43, Pendle Hill N.S.W.-2145 email wmr@zeta.org.au by
. - ABN 42436 211 701 | 7 3
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BERG’S HOBBIES

There are several good brands of HO and N scale track on the market - but there is only one Shinohara, the Rolls Royee of nickel silver track and points. Sure, it costs a bit
more, however, if you want top quality, always in gauge, long lasting, trouble free track and points, then Shinohara waorks out cheaper in the fong term.

Berg’s Hobbies has been selling Shinohara track and points for nearly forty years as we have the wtmost confidence in this product.

Shinohara has a large range of track and points in various gauges, but this issue we are featuring rwo ranges in HO, Codes 83 and 70. Many railway modellers are now
using Code §3 for their mainline and Code 70 for sidings, the same as the prototype. For a smooth transition from Code 83 to Code T0, or vice versa, Shinohara even has a
transition track. Why not try it on that new layout or extension. We are sure you will be more than satisfied with the effect and the smooth running.

CODE 383 CODE 70

Mo. 4 point Lor B $32-95 ea No. 4 point L or R $30-95 ea
Mo. 6 point L or B 53295 ¢a No. 6 point L or R 3195 ea
Mo. 8 point L or R $34-05ea MNo. 8 point Lor R §34-95 ea
Mo. 4 Wye point $32-95ea No. 4 Wye point $31-95¢ca
Mo, 6 Three Way point $69-95 ea No. 6 Three Way point $69-95 ea
Mo. 6 Double Crossover $105-00 ea Mo. 6 Double Crossover $105-00 ea
No. 6 Double Slip $97-55 ea No. 6 Double Slip $9795 ea
Flexible Track 100 mm $13-95ea Flexible Track 1000 mm §$12-50 ea
Transition Track Codes §3-70 $10-95ca

Ring or call in for a free complete price list.
After laying down all that beautifil Shinohara track and points, vou will need something to run on it, so, why not try one of our N.S.W. prototype whitemetal steam or
diesel loco kits. Then there are our “N™ and “HUB™ passenger car kits, phus our range of goods wagon kits, to go behind these locos. On the structure side we have G1-A
and G1-B goods shed kits, the signal box kit , the station building kit and the out of shed.
Onur Seven Ton Luffing Crane loco kit when released last year sold out in less than four weeks. Amazing! Another two batches have been ordered since and are selling
well. WARNING. This is not 2 “shake the box kit”. There is a lot of work in building the kit, even with very detailed instructions. However, the result is well worth the
effort and is not beyond the capabilities of the average modeller. Complete kit with wheels, motor, gearbox etc. is $350-00.
For a change of pace, why not try cne of The Model Compeny’s 7mm scale whitemetal vehicle kits. These range in price from a 1925 Model T Ford at $63-95 through a
range of twenty types to a Dennis F§ Fire Engine at $175-00. Just imagine one of these sitting on your bookcase, or, better still, on your O Gauge layout. Ring or call in
for a free complete price list.

BERG’S HOBBIES

181 CHURCH STREET, PARRAMATTA, N.S.W., 2150.
Phone (02) 9635 8618. Fax (02) 9689 1840.

Web site: www.bergshobbies.com * Email: mail@bergshobbies.com




TRUSTEE REPORT

The ballot for the Long Range Plan should take place by the
end of this vear. But how will you, the members receive your
ballot forms and when do they have to be returned?

NMRA Secretary Bob Dye advises that members who receive
Scale Rails will receive their ballot in an upcoming issue.
Members who don't receive Scale Rails will receive their
ballots by mail.

While the closing date for return of ballots will be extended for
non North American members, please do not delay your vote.

I encourage each of you to complete and return your ballot
as soon as possible after you receive it.

This ensures your vote counts.

Changes of this nature reguire a 2/3 majority of the voters
to agree, so please have your say.

I have outlined many of the proposed changes in previous
Trustee Reports and I'm not going to thrust them at you again

here. However, if you haven’t read them. or would like to
review them let me direct vou to a couple of sources.

In the September and October Scale Rails there is a 2-part
article on the Long Range Plan. If you don’t have these issues,
please ring me on 02 9975 2569 or fax me on 02 9975 4702
with your name and address and I'll forward a photocopy to
VOu.

If you are on the Web go to www.nmra.org then scroll down
the left hand column to the box containing Long Range Plan
PDF, LRP (Q&A and Proposed Regulations. Read online or
print and read at your leisure.

Again, if you have any questions about ANY of these proposed
changes and want to discuss them with me, now is the time to
do so.

Ring me, Fax me, Email me, or talk with me at a monthly
meeting. I firmly believe that a YES wvote is needed to see the
NMPRA move forward in the coming vears.

David North
Australasian Region Trustes

VALE

We lost a great model railroader mate recently.

Keith Pratt, finally succumbed to emphysema after a batile
with it over the last 2-3 years.

NMRA members may remember a couple of meetings Keith &
Marion hosted on their "Bega Valley Railway” (HO scale) at
Kanahooka near Dapto. Keith always had a twinkle in his eye
and a fantastic sense of humour which showed on his layout.
I'll never forget the "Wild Lamington Drive" & the other mini
scenes & unique industries on his layout. Where there was an
opportunity to have some fun with political correciness or the
oh-too-serious modeller, "K P Ratt" would take it on. There's a
great description of one of his meetings in the "Main Line" for
Oct-Nov-Dec 1994 by Ian Hopkins. Later on the BNSF & UP
took over the Bega Valley, munning double stack container
trains through to Victoria. A huge grubby & rusty steel works

complex also was established assembled from the Walthers
series of kits.

I'd known Keith for many years prior to his membership in the
NMRA. Prior to the merger of Illawarra Electricity and
Prospect Electricity to become Integral Energy, I was shopping
for a new hot water service. Keith at the time was a senior sales
consultant in Illawarra Electricity's Burelli Street, Wollongong
appliance sales. Even though I was working for Prospect at the
time, I just enguired from Keith if T could get a staff discount.
Much to his disgust, Keith's boss knocked it back. Keith with
the usual "twinkle in his eyve", promptly made the sale out in his
own name, got me the discount and made the delivery to my
address. The "job address” he called it!

That sunumed up Keith. Always ready to thumb his nose at the
rules, help his mates & have some fun at the same time.

Keith was only 66 years young. He will be missed.
Lyndon Spence.

o  Genesis Challengers in UP, Clnchfield, D & RGW. Some oil burners and some coal. All equipped with

e Lionel Gas Veranda Gas Turbines with 24,000 gal Bunker oil tender. Two numbars available #61 and

. 'Cﬂmpui;er ccﬂtm'l of your lay -:Jutﬁ:@ﬂﬂ E:lectromi:s.

; s mg.m ofDL—IDQ locos from Proto 1000.

. Broadwa}r Limited announces the SIDEKICK com:rol bcn: to allow for DC operation of be]l w&nstlﬂf'Hom

New Products on the Horizon. ¥

sound but must be purchased specifically to operate with DC or DCC. </

__#73. Both U Um(m Pacific naturally, the only operator of these 450

‘Soundtraxx all new Tsunami Digital sound modules revealed for release shorﬂ}r, :
Broadway {_.‘mﬁted anncrunoes s?.ock cars with. smmd Ca:s will be available with a;ther cattie

with DC controllers that do not have a separate reversing control switch.

» Kato GE AC4400CW in 4 road names, BNSF Heritage, CEFX Leasing, Canadian Pacific and UP.

e  Walthers Cornerstone series Locomotive Servicing Facilities including RTR 18" Tumntable, Roundhouse, Sanding
Towers and Drying House, Power House, Coaling Tower, Cinder Conveyer and Ash Pit.

s Anton’s Trains, Big Boy sized fully indexed RTE. Turntable.

e Atlas Dash 8-40C locos C & NW, Conrail, CSX, Norfolk and UP, available with or without Atlas DCC decoders.

e  Atlas N Mogul 2-6-0 loco in New York, Lake Erie and Western, Rio Grande, Virginia and Truckee.

e  Atlas U23B in CSX, Delaware & Hudson, Providence and Worcester, Reading & Northern, Seaboard System, Western
Pacific.

e Bachmann are due to release controllers for DCC at very affordable prices. Watch out for them.
Atlas N GP-7/9 Locos.

s Accurail Pacific Fruit Express Cars in 15 numbers.

New Zealand Div Super Kel Sherson recently
visited Sydney on business and tock the time
to attend a BOD meeting and play trains at
some of the Sydney venues. From left Kel
Sherson, David North and Rob Barker at the
Modular SIG venue.

Brett Whelan, Grant M::Ad.am. Graham Me‘{er
chat over Graham’s new layout, Div 3.

A John Hunter Clinic in
progress, Div 3.

LOOKING FOR THOSE ELUSIVE DETAIL PARTS?

THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN

@fv cithy
“made,ff

Australian Model Craft Kits & Accessories

Come and visit us in our
new premises located at;

Unit 4 / 113 Hunter Street
HORNSBY NSW 2077

L]
¢ White Metal Figures & hard to find castings
« Etched Brass Fencing/Gates & other treasures
e Fine Scale Screws, Nuts, Washers
. . (brass & Steel)
Asqmt;l gi ;Zilﬁjzﬂwaﬁ e Peco fine scale code 75 track & turnouts
Asquith NSW 2077 « Romaford gears, wheel & worm sets
P]w;lefF AX 0482 3242 + Narrow Gauge kits & accessories
. Woodland Scenics — large range
P tor Peter Leggett ¢ J
R R e« ‘0’ Scale kits & accessories
British / US / Australian e Floguil paints — new stock
e Wide range of Decals




BOmM’'S DISCOUNG HOBB%®

SUPER SPECIALS
Atheam

Gunderson maxi-I1

Diouble stacks 5 pack $50.00
Husky Stack £14.50
AC4400 Powered S50.00
C449W Powered 550,00
GP&0 Powered £40.00
SD40-2 Powered $70.00

Proto 2000

E6 Locomotive SR0.00
ET Locomotive $60.00
GP20 Locomotive 35000

150.00

-6 Steam loco 515000
0-8-0 Steam loco $1200.00
4427 PS2-CD Hopper Kit $10.00
507 Automotive Boxear Kit $10.00
526" Drop End Gondola it S10.00
Mather 4" Stockcar Kit $10.00
10,000 Gallon Tank Car Kit ~ $10.00
8,000 Gallon Tank Car Kit S10.60
Walthers Ready to Run

American crane {(dumny) 1995
61" Wood chip cars 3 pack 3500
Amitrak material handiling car  $35.00
Doubte stack car (undec) $19.00

52000

857 Amfleet coach

Walthers Rolling Stock Kits
Work Train #1 six car set £50.00
Work Train #2 five car set £30.00

Roundhouse G scale
Roffingstock
Boxcars 550,00
Hoppers $50.00
Cabbose $50.00
Bachmann G scale
Tank cars S60.00
Coach z $70.00
Combing $70.00
‘Baggase $70.00
CObservation 570.00
Center Copola Cabbose £70.00
Cattle cars £59.00
Trams $199.00
2-4-7 Steam Loco $199.00
2-6-0) Steam Loco $350.00
Industrial Mogul 2-6-0 £309.00

Spectrum GE 45Ton Loco

PAREHOUSE

Roundhouse HO Loco Kits
2-8-0 Harriman $60.00
2-6-2 Prairie S60.00
4-4-2 Atiantic $80.00
2-8-0 Consolidation $60.00
4-6-0 Ten whecler £60.00

Accurail
BI Level Aoto Rack $25.00

TRI Level Auto Rack $25.00

H2 MIEERSRELMI MR — kil
ok -l.l.'il‘"illlr- LA

IHC Rolling Stock
Gondola $6.00
Grain Hopper 26.00
Cabbose £5.00
Tank Car $6.00
Coal Hopper $6.00
Special Amy 4 Wagons $20.00

Ri 2

Big }' 4;4 - 99_[[}

Chalenger 4-6-6-4 3$399.00

Cab Forward 549900
Red Caboose Kits

407 Steel Sheated Boocar

10000 Galion Tank Car £15.00
Reefer Car $15.00
AAR 40° Single Door Bax Car $15.00
X299 Boxcar $15.00
427 Flaicar $15.00

Intermountain Kits
4 Bay Cvlindrical Hopper $20.00

10,000 Gallon Tank Car $20.00
8.000 Gallon Tank Car $20.00
AAR Boxcar £20.00
607 PS1 Boxcar £25.00
60" Wood Deck Flatcar $25.00
Steel lce Bunker £20.00
3 Bay Covered Hopper 52000
Concor
$50.00

Amitrak Material Car 3 pack

SDTOMAC $235.00
SDSHMI0MIMAC $255.00
ACF 70TON Hopper 3 Pack  $59.00

NEW RELEASE
Proto 2000
GP60 Locomotive $159.00

SD350 Locomotive $139.00

A Class 2-6-6-4 N+W
GG1 Electric PRR
Coming Soon ON30-CI6 With .’S‘ow:a'

Branchline Biue Print Series
50" Single Door Boxcar 4 Pack £95.00

50° Berwick Boxcar 4 Pack $95.00
40" AAR Boxcar 8 Poorx4  $95.00
40° AAR Boxcar T'Doorx 4 $95.00
507 Single Door Boxcar £24.00
50" Berwick Boxcar £24.00
40" AAR Boxcar 8'Door $24.00
40" AAR Boxcar 7'Door £24.00
WalthersBuilding Kits
Jim’s Repair shop $3295
Rocky point Lighthouse "$82.95
109 Eim Street £5595
‘Waorthington Hotel $95.00
ElectriCorp Supply £635.95
The Bralick Building $75.00

i

Walthers Built Ups
PalaceTheater Neon lights
Golden Valiey Depot

$149.95
$49.95

Golden Valley Freight $49 95

Trackside Structures $49.65
Water Strect Building £86.00
Warfthers Built Ups O scale
Golden Valley Depot $135.060
Trackside Struchirres $119.00
Dave’s Super Service 38595
Waithers Ready to Run

CA-1 Wood Caboose 2pack $72.95
CA-1 Wood Caboose $39.95

Rivarossi Passenger Car Sets
Union Pacific Modern Excursion

Yellow Scheme 4 Car set $199.04]

Union Pacific Standard

Yellow Scheme 4 Car sel $199.04)

A&R Sews Available in each type

Revell HO scale
NYC Hudson plastic kit £35.000
Big Boy Plastic kit
Spectrum
Ballast Vehicle - S92 00)
Speeder Crane & Cant 50250

MOW Track Ballast Regulator $99.00

TOM’S DISCOUNT

HOBBY WAREHOUSE
1601 VICTORIA ROAD

WEST RYDE, 2114
Phone (02} 9800-0530
Fax  (02) 9809-0650
Email tomshobbysiadslpacific.netau
Web site Address
home. pacific. net aw~tomshobbys

Store Hotirs

Mon-Fri 830am —5.30pm
Thursday 8.30am — 7.00pm
Saturday  8.30am — 3 30pm

Mail Orders Welcome

Bankcard.Visa, Mastercard,

Meney Order, Cheque

Postage NSW | "."]C SA QLD $6.5(
TAS, WA, NT, $5.0d)

Postage Includes Receipted Delivery

Insurance If required

Up mﬁﬂﬁ value 53,

{PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
WITHOUT NOTICE])

REVISIONIST HISTORY

By Rich Coleman
Taken From the Kansas City Clinic Notes 1998

Introduction

There are many things that go into our decisions about what to
model. Whether we are building our first table-top layout, or
planning for our dream basement empire, at some point we
have to make some choices about the setting, era, and
equipment to model. Some people choose to model a specific
prototype as accurately as possible, and others put together
whatever elements appeal to them to create a railroad with little
or no rhyme or reason, but which is enjoyable to them.

In between, are those who have different interests or elements
that they want to combine, but who want to do so in a way that
makes sense. They want to have more of,an explanation, both
for themselves and for their visitors, than simply saying
"because it’s my railroad!"

There has been a lot written about having a justification for a
freelanced railroad: why the railroad exists, what does it haul,
from where and to where, etc? In this clinic, we will discuss
combining these elements in a way that fits in with the rest of
the world not only in the physical sense, but also in the context
of history.

What is it That You Want?

The first thing to do is to get a clear idea of what it is that you
want that you cannot get by modelling an existing prototype.
Examples might include having a favourite railroad that you
want to model, but it didn't (doesn't) exist in the era or location
that you want to model. Or perhaps you want to have a
freelance railroad, but you want it to tie in with existing
prototype railroads in a logical manner.

Think about what it is that you like about the prototype
elements that you want. Consider which of these are more
important to you, and which would be a little less painful to
compromise. Also give some thought to how "water-tight” you
want the story that you develop to be. You may be happy with a
general background for your railroad, or you may want to come
up with a more detailed explanation.

When in doubt, lean towards developing a more detailed
version of your railroad's background and history. There are
two reasons for this: Firstly, you may find, as many modellers
do, that as you get more into the hobby and the life of your
railroad, that the details become of more interest to you.
Secondly, it is much easier to fill in the details the first time
around than it is to go back and have to repeat much of the
same research to fill them in later.

Questions - and Possible Answers

Here are some specific ideas to consider when trying to come
up with your own version of history. Sometimes the most

important questions you can ask is "What if ... 7"

What if a "Fallen Flag" railroad had not gone out of business
{or been taken over or merged)?

- What would it look like today?

- Updated equipment

- Updated paint scheme

- Same or new route(s)

Instead of going out of business, what if a "Fallen Flag"
railroad had been taken over had been taken over by another?

- Operating updated equipment with the old line's name

- Running the new parent's line on the old line's track

- A combination of both

When a railroad went out of business, or abandoned or sold off
a line, what if operations had been taken over by a new
short-line operator?
-  Run your own paint scheme and / or equipment on
"existing" rails
- Lots of contemporary examples with short line spin-offs

What if the railroad had continued to operate the branch, rather
than abandoning it?

- What kind of traffic would there be to justify the line
continuing to be operated?

Where there were two parallel railroads, and one eventually
won out over the other:

- What if the other one had won?

- What if a joint trackage agreement had been worked out (or
imposed)?

What if a location or situation had developed differently from
history?

- Increased or different traffic levels might justify a fictional
belt or short line
- A fictional branch line of an existing railroad

Be Inventive

Take the time to sit down and think about what it is you want
to model, and what you want to get out of your layout. If you
can find an existing prototype that meets all your
goals - great! Go with it. But if there are different things that
you want to do that can only be achieved by doing or
combining things that weren't actually done in history, then
think about how history might have unfolded differently to
produce the situation that you want to model.

Submitted by Steve Chapman.
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DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL
ERIK BENNETT

Introduction

This paper is designed for modellers thinking of buying DCC or
who want to find out more about it. DCC has matured as a
product and systems currently available in Australia are reliable
and functional. Most new locos are DCC ready, some are
available with decoders fitted.

The systems advertised with local support in Australia are
North Coast Engineering (NCE), Lenz, Roco (Lenz re-badged)
and Digitrax. NCE is made in the USA, is noted for its ease of
use and has substantial sales in Australia. Lenz, a German
company, is the largest manufacturer of DCC and is wery
mnovative. Digitrax is a large USA manufacturer but with
fewer sales in Australia. Modellers about to buy a system need
to satisfy themselves not so much on the functionality of the
system (because they all work well) but on their support needs
and the local support awvailable, either via their retailer or in
their local fratemnity of modellers.

Traditional Control Systems

Rheostat, DC Controller, Pulse Controller.

0 - 12V, ie, when V=0, trains are stopped. When V=12, trains
run fast.

All trains move in same direction at approximately the same
speed.

Isolation blocks allow control of individual trains when on
block.

Block control requires complex wiring for blocks and isolating
switches.

Digital Command Control
Key Features

There is a decoder in each loco, with a unique electrical address
usually the loco number.

Power is always on the track and applied to the decoder only.
Power is applied to the motor and lights by the decoder, not the
track.

Digital commands are superimposed on the power on the track.
Decoders are individually addressed and commanded to use the
power or not, and how to use it.

Key Benefits

No block control or isolating switches needed.

Locos individually may travel in any direction at any speed.
{Beware head-on collisions.)

As well as motor control, decoders can control additional
functions such as lights and sound. Specialised decoders can
control point motors.

How it Works
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Components

Track Power

The power supplied to the track is in a pulsed format containing
plenty of power to supply motors and lights but also containing
a digital signal (ones and zeros) superimposed on it. The DC
equivalent 1s about 14V. The woltage is not accurately
measurable with ordinary voltmeters.

The power is always there, so it is important not to short the
rails at any time. DICC systems can supply up to 100 watts or so
- twice the power of a heavy duty soldering iron.

Decoders

Decoders consist of a programmable microprocessor
programmed to control a motor power pack, some DC outputs
and, with certain decoders, certain other outputs. The power
from the track is not directly applied to the motor and lights.
That is controlled by the microprocessor.

Loco Decoders

In loco decoders, the microprocessor controls a motor power
pack and two or more DC outputs known as function outputs.
The power pack is a pulse power pack just like currently
available commercial pulse power packs, except it is capable of
only about 1 amp output.

The function outputs can be used to supply DC for lights and
other accessories. The standard two function outputs are pre-
programmed to supply front and rear lights when the loco
moves forward and reverse.

Each decoder has a unique 4 digit electrical address. Loco
decoders are normally given an address the same as the loco
number. It receives all command signals superimposed on the
track power but reacts only to those addressed to it. It ignores

continued on page 30

THE RAILCAR

The Source for US Narrow
Gauge in Australia.

Scratchbuilding supplies.

Craftsman type Kkits.
Extensive range of detail parts.
Rolling stock.
Address: 41 Shakespeare Drive
WINMALEE NSW 2777

Ph/Fax: 02-4754 2880 )
E-mail: railcar@hunterlink.net.au
Website: www.railcar.com.au
Contact: Herna or Paul Ward

All enguiries welcome.
Phone, fax and e-mail orders welcome.
Credit cards — Visa, Mastercard & Bankcard

AR. Kits - Locomotives & Rolling stock
Ballast - Chucks & Woodlands Scenic

Detail West, Detail Associates — Detail parts

Campbell’s - Corrugated Iron & Detail Parts.

Cannon, Titchy & many others - Detail Parts

Clover House & Micro Engineering - Sleepers

Detail Associates & Details West - Details Parts

Grandt - Nuts, Bolts & Windows.

Jordan & Mini Metals - Cars & Trucks.

Micro Engineering & Rix - Bridges

Micro Engineering - Track, Rail.

Northeastern, MidWest - Scale Lumber

Plastruct - Brick, Stone & Concrete.

Peco - Track & accessories

Smalltown, Rix , DPM & Walthers - Structures

Heki, Woodland Scenic - Scenery Materials

Tamiya & ModelFlex - Paint

XActo, Xuron & Walthers - Drill & Tools

Chivers On30 kits, Boulder Valley Models, Banta Model Works
kits. Bachman Shay On30 - $420.00

Walthers Streamline Passenger Cars UP, SP, ATSF purchase 2 or
more and receive a 10% discount - $62.00 ea [inc
discount] - All Walthers Cornerstone Kits — All 10% off

VModel Railroad Craftsman

4/47 Bedford Road Blacktown., 2148
Open Thursday 12 am to 8 pm
Wednesday 12 am to 5 pm

Saturday 9.30 am to 3.30 pm

Tele: 02-9831-8217 Fax: 02-9831-4132
email us at mrc@zip.com.au

MasterCard, Visa, Bankcard and cheques
Mail order a speciality — we ship anywhere

NCE Pro - The power of DCC
NCE Powerhouse Pro - $825.00
Powerhouse Pro Radio- $1205.00

All include 2 x D135SR decoders.

Bulk buys: ----

MNCE D13SR Decoders from $24.00 ea

I NCE DA-SR Decoders from $33.00 ea
M12SR Decoders from $44.00 ea

Most NCE Decoders from $44.00 bulk buys
TCS T1 Deceders from $28.50 ea

Walthers Streamline Passenger Cars UP, SP, ATSF purchase 2 or
more and receive a 10% discount - $62.00 ea [inc discount] -
All Walthers Cornerstone Kits - All 10%: off

Soundtraxx Decoders from $145.00 ea
Roco DCC System - $275 each

Broadway Limited

N&W 2-6-6-4 — A class - $900.00 in stock
EMD E7A - $390.00 E7B - $340.00 in stock
C16 On30 - $475.00 - Arriving November
SP AC4/5 - £500.00 - Limited numbers

Build the ATSF Super Chief Set - ABBA with 8 car special
edition set - $1095.00 - delivery commences Feb 2004

All in stock books 10% off - Most popular RR books from
Morning Sun, Golden West, Four Ways West, Sundance and
many more publishers.

Looking for a special item — the MRC regular monthly
airfreight shipment, ensures a completive price and
quick delivery from Walthers — Just ask for Maria.

Visit our web site or ring for details
http://www.zip.com.au/~mrc




all others. When it receives a command addressed to it, it
carries out the command.

Operational commands command it to control the speed and
direction of the motor, and turn on or off the function outputs,
ie, lights, etc. Programming commands change the state or
behaviour of the decoder itself.

Decoders, being digital, change the speed of the motor in
ncrements, or speed steps. Modemn decoders use 128 speed
steps, which give smooth throitle control.

Decoders can run on DC but can be programmed not to react to
DC. Programming them to run allows loco wheels to be cleaned
using vour old DC throttle and allows you mun them on your
friend's DC layout. Programming them not to means they will
not run on anything other than a healthy DCC signal. It avoids
problems caused by dirty track/wheels or unusual power
conditions.

Silent drive (modern) decoders have the motor pulse frequency
above the audible range so you can't hear the buzz often
associated with pulse power. Back EMF (BEMF, feedback)
decoders adjust power depending on load. This assists slow
running, and locos don’t slow down as much when hauling
trains up hills.

Decoder are connected by

e A simple set of 8 wires. There is a standard colour code.

e 8 wires terminated by an 8 pin plug which plugs into a
socket on the loco lightboard.

e An 8 pin plug integral with the decoder which plugs into a
socket on the loco lightboard.

e A 9 pin plug integral with the decoder into which vou plug
a set of 9 wires.

Sound Decoders, Accessory Decoders

Sound decoders use digital sampling technology to produce just
about all the sounds that a diesel or a steam locomotive make.
As well as the decoder, a small loudspeaker is required, so
space 15 a bit of an issue, particularly as the loudspeaker needs
to be enclosed in a speaker box - just like your hi fi. Diesel
sounds include the sound of the engine including series/parallel
transition, dynamic brakes, coupler clank, air tank pressure
release, bells, horn, etc. Steam sounds include chuff, blow-
down, steam compressor, steam generator, whistle, the fireman
shovelling coal, etc.

Sound decoders available in Australia are available with just
the sound module or as a combined sound and loco decoder.
They are expensive. The loco decoder part of the combination
is fairly old technology, so many modellers install just the
sound module and a modem loco decoder of a different brand.
This works out cheaper and provides a better loco decoder. The
downside is space. A sound decoder, a loco decoder and the
speaker consume a lot of space.

In accessory decoders, the microprocessor controls pairs of
outputs to power point motors.

Cabs/Throttles

Throttles (or cabs as they are referred to in the documentation)
allow the driver to select any loco on the track and drive and
operate it. They also allows the driver to select a loco and re-
program its decoder, eg. to change the rate of acceleration or
deceleration, the start voltage of the motor, etc.

Throttles have wvarious knobs and buttons laid out to make
operation as simple as possible. Most have an LCD display
which displays the current loco selected, its speed and
direction, what lights are on, etc.

They connect to the command station directly or via a bus
system which allow them to be plugged in at various points
around the layout. Each throitle has an electrical address to
make it uniquely identifiable to the command station.

Cab Bus

This is the name given to the wiring system that lets you plug in
your cab (throttle) at convenient points around the layout. A bus
1s a wiring system consisting of a series of connection points or
sockets. Any device plugged into it is connected to all others.

A cab bus lets you walkaround your layout to follow trains and
plug your throttle into a convenient socket, The bus connects
you with the command station.

Wireless

Wireless is an emerging technology which allows the throttle to
connect to the command station over a two way radio link. A
base station plugs into the command station and wireless
throttles connect to it, hence the command station, by radio
rather than by wire. The cab bus remains in place as backup. At
any time a wireless throttle can be converted back to a standard
throttle by just plugging it in to a cab bus socket.

The radio signal is at very low power levels and good radio
reception is influenced by the RF noise in the room and the
number of people i the room to absorb the radio energy. In
some layout rooms, it operates faultlessly; in others it is not so
good.

Command Station

The command station is the heart of the system. It remembers
which locos have been selected by which throttles. For each
loco selected, it remembers the last command sent to the loco
and resends the command every few milliseconds.

‘When the driver changes the speed or direction of a particular
loco, the command station sends the new command to the loco's
decoder. The command station then remembers the new
command and confinues sending it every few milliseconds.

The reason it keeps sending commands is that if a moving loco
runs over dirty track and loses power momentarily, when the
power is restored, the decoder does a re-start. It thinks it has
just been turnmed on and wants to set speed to zero. If the last

- gends programming

speed command is continuously being resent, the decoder will
receive it within a few milliseconds and continue at the
pn-:vious speed.

The driver can reprogram the decoder while the loco is running,
eo. to change start voltage to match two locos for consisting. If
ﬁ:é driver selects programming mode, the command station
commands to the decoder. The
programming command is sent for a short time and not repeated
contimuously.

The command station is a computer-like item and operates on
low voltage and power levels. It produces a complex electrical
waveform which is fed to the booster.

Booster

The command station connects to the booster which, as the
name implies, amplifies the DCC signal o the power level
required to run the locos on the track. This is the equivalent of
approximately 14V DC. The booster contains sophisticated
circuitry to detect a short circuit and cut power until the short is
removed.

Programmin

Decoders come with various features most of which can be
programmed. All decoders have a set of standard features plus a
set of additional features that differentiates them in the
marketplace.

All modern decoders have the following programmable

features.

o 4 digit addressing, ie, it suits most loco numbering systems.

» Minimum voltage start. This helps matching locos for
consisting.

e  Acceleration rate

s  Deceleration rate

e Maximum speed

¢ Control of the two light outputs

e  Whether to allow it to operate on DC or not

» Easy consisting, ie, coupling locos together so they can be
addressed with one number.

Most modermn decoders have the following programmable

features:

e Mid speed, ie the speed at the middle of the range. This,
along with minimum voltage start, helps when matching
locos for consisting.

e  Motor drive frequency. Silent drive decoders come with
the frequency set high. To get better low speed operation,
the frequency can be set low. It may produce a little noise.
Control of additional functions.

Various lighting effects, eg, gyro light, blinking lights.
Kick start. Helps overcome starting friction.

Each feature is programmed by storing specific values in the
memory of the microprocessor. Each feature is called a
configuration variable or CV for short. This is a buzzword that

DCC players need to use. The CVs are standard for most of the
features that can be programmed, eg, Start Voltage is always
CWV2, Acceleration CV3, Deceleration CV4, etc. CV29 is a
special one that holds a number of features.

Programming Track

When you first install a decoder, you need to give it an address.
This is done on the programming track which is an isolated
piece of track supplied from special outputs of the command
station. By design, the amount of power on the programming
track is insufficient to damage the decoder if it has been wired
incarrectly. So not only does the programming track allow full
programming, it acts as a test bed for correct wiring of a newly
installed decoder.

Wiring

Power Bus

The power output of the booster needs to be connected to the
track. The best system is a bus consisting of two lengths of
serious wire looping underneath the layout, one for each rail. If
possible, each length should be formed into a closed loop and
connected to one of the booster output terminals. Short
droppers of hookup wire drop from the rails through the
baseboard to the bus.

Nominate one loop as the common and the other as the active.
It doesn't matter which. Whenever soldering droppers from the
rail to the bus, double check that you are connecting to the
correct side of the bus, particularly for double track layouts,
peninsula returns, efc.

Every track location must be well fed electrically for two
reasons - to get good supply for locos and to allow the booster
short circuit detection system to react quickly. For this reason,
use heavy gauge wire for the buses and, ideally, solder droppers
from every track section.

Cab Bus

The throttle supplied with a DCC system plugs straight into the
command station. If vou wish to operate more than one throttle
or plug in from multiple positions around the layout, you need a
cab bus.

Use good quality cable for the bus. It's worth using category SE
data cable, available from electronics shops. It has more wires
than you need but is specifically designed for digital signals.
You will also need a plug to connect the bus to the command
station and additional sockets for throttles.

Many DCC systems use RJ12 or DIN connectors. RJ series
connectors are used in modern data and telephone connections.
If you look under a white telephone you see an RI12 plug on
the cable from the wall socket. RJ12 plugs are small and neat
and, despite the impression, are physically robust. Many
modellers report no failures over many years of plug-in use.
Sockets and plugs are readily available for your cab bus
although a specialised crimper is needed to crimp on the plugs.



DIN plugs are the cylindrical 5-pin plugs found on some hi-fi
and electronic equipment. They are electrically reliable and
physically robust, cheap and straightforward to install. For
these reasons, many modellers use them when wiring their cab
bus.

Some modellers change to phono plugs. Phono plugs are quick
and rugged but can only connect three of the four wires. The
wire that it cannot connect is a desirable but non-essential wire
which helps reject interference, therefore phono plugs may not
be as electrically accurate as the others.

Locate the cab bus as far as possible from the power bus under
the layout.

Decoder Installations

Headlight

General

The decoder must not have any of its outputs short-circuited or
have high voltage applied to them (same with your hi-fi
amplifier). Some locos have one motor terminal in contact with
a metal chassis which comnects to the track. If you were to
connect the decoder output to this motor terminal it would
connect to track voltage and destroy the decoder. This is the
reason why, in decoder documentation, there are frequent
warnings to isolate the motor terminals from the chassis.

Physical location for decoder

This depends on the model. If it is a steam loco, there is usually
plenty of space in the tender. Most diesels have room but the
smaller ones may not. You may have to shave some of the
weight or use a small decoder. You can use your modelling
ingenuity to find a suitable location.

DCC Ready Locos

Some locos are DCC ready and have an 8-pin socket. They
usually have a small printed circuit board for the motor power
and lights circuits with the 8-pin socket soldered to the board. A
dummy plug allows them to run on DC. If vou uwse a decoder
that comes with an 8-pin plug, you just remove the dummy plug
and plug straight in, and everything works properly for DCC.

If the loco does not have a socket or the socket arrangement is
unsatisfactory or you wish to use a decoder with the simple wire
harness, you will need to solder the wiring.

Wiring the Motor Drive

Study the existing wiring and identify the track pickup leads
and the leads to the motor terminals. Insulate and solder
terminal leads to the motor if necessary. Follow the instructions
accompanying the decoder and solder the track power and
motor leads. To minimise excess wire, you can trim and solder
the decoder leads directly to the motor terminals and to the
pickups if they reach. When joining wire, insulate the join with
heatshrink. Shrink it with the barrel of your soldering iron.

With most steam locos you will need wires between engine and
tender. Fit the wires neatly under the drawbar and paint them
black. The connecting wires mean that the engine and tender
cannot be easily separated. Many modellers accept this and just
use a bit more care in handling. The alternative is to fit tiny
plugs and sockets and mount them under the tender with
double-sided tape.

Suitable plugs and sockets can be made cheaply from two items
available from Dick Smith. A 32 pin snap-off IC socket strip,
Cat No P4300 can be cut into 3 or 4 (or more) pin sections and
used as the socket. A 40 pin DIL socket, Cat No P4250, can be
cut into the same length section and used as the plug. You can
make 6-10 plugs and sockets for about $3.

Lights

Modellers installing decoders almost always want to take
advantage of the lighting effects available with DCC. Locos
come with no lights, light emitting diodes (LEDs) or 12V or
1.5V incandescent globes. Generally speaking, if globes are
powered straight from the track pickup, with perhaps one diode
for directional lighting, they are 12V. If there are a lot of diodes
in the light circuit, usually clustered on a small circuit board,
they are 1.5V globes. The problem with incandescent globes is
the switch-on current surge for 12V globes and the heat of the
necessary dropper resistor for 1.5V globes.

Each light, whether a LED, 12V or 1.5V globe, is powered by
two leads. The decoder light system works by using a common
+12V DC power lead, blue in colour, to supply power and
individual other leads to connect to each light to switch it on or
off. A loco with a front and rear headlight would have both
globes comnected to the blue lead and the front headlight
connected to the white and the rear to the yellow lead. With the
standard programming settings, when the loco is facing
forward, the decoder tumns on the front light by completing the
circuit to the white lead and turns off the rear by breaking the
circuit to the vellow lead. In reverse, the opposite applies.

If the loco uses 12V globes, add a 22 ohm resistor in series with
the globes to limit the current surge. If they are 1.5V globes,
you need to add a dropper resistor in series to absorb all except

1.5V. The problem with this is that the resistor can get too hot.
The solution is to power the 1.5V globes from either of the
track pickups rather than the blue function power lead. The
reason for this is that each rail is at about 7V rather than the
12V of the blue lead. You use a combination of R=V/T and trial
and error. It is easy to do but is outside the scope of this
presentation_

If you can, use LEDs, because they are low current draw and do
pot generate heat. Bright white LEDs are available at
clectronics shops. If they are too bright, paint them with thinned
orange paint which gives them a yellowish glow. They must be
installed with a small 680 ohm resistor between the LED and
the decoder (either lead). The cathode lead of the LED, ie, the
lead closest to the small flat-spot must connect to a negative
function lead, ie, white or yellow or any coloured function lead
other than the positive blue lead.

Short Circuits

Short circuits can occur on DC or DCC layouts as a result of:

o Foreign objects on the track, eg, a forgotten screwdriver or
a pair of glasses,

A derailed wheelset,

Bogie - body contact on brass engines,

Locos running against wrongly set points,

Wide wheels or out of gauge wheels shorting the stock rail
to the point rail when running through points.

On DC layouts, modellers are usually running their trains at low
prototypical speeds, so the track voltage is usually pretty low. A
short circuit may go un-noticed or be detected and fixed
without too much fuss. On DCC layouts, because the full
voltage is always on the track, a short circuit can produce quite
high current.

Avoid short circuits like the plague. Because of the power
available, short circuit current can cause damage to metal
wheels, track and points. For example, short circuit current
flowing through metal wheels with plastic centres can generate
enough heat to soften the plastic. When a loco runs against a set
of points, short circuit current flows through the pickup system
from the wheel on the shorted section to the wheel on the good
section of rail. This can overheat the copper track on the light-
board/track pickup board. The worst effect is on loco pickup
systems where the modeller has used fine phosphor bronze or

brass pickup wire to enhance the loco pickups. If run against a
point, the heat caused by the short circuit current can anneal the
pickup wires so that they lose their spring and have fo be
replaced.

Electrofrog points can be a source of momentary shorts as
metal wheels pass through the gap between the point rail and
the stock rail - if they bridge the gap. The momentary short may
not activate the detection circuit but will cause significant
pitting over time. The problem can be simply addressed and
there is a great deal of documentation on making points "DCC
friendly”.

Modellers using Peco code 100 points do not have a problem.
The problem does not exist with insulfrog points and Peco code
100 electrofrog points do not experience the problem if used
with correctly gauged RP25 wheels.

Some DCC users insert tail-light globes in the connection to the
power bus to reduce overload current in the event of a short.
This is a good idea for DC but with DCC., it slows the reaction
of the booster's short detection circuit. The detection circuit
detects the rate at which the current rises rather than the amount
of current flowing. So, if the booster detection circuit can easily
sense the short, ie, there is good wiring all around the layout, it
can shut down before significant damage.

Note that decoders can not be damaged by the type of short
being discussed here. This type of short occurs before power
arrives at the decoder. Decoders are only damaged if their
outputs are shorted or overloaded.

Summary

The ability to control trains individually and independently of
others is a major leap forward. The cost of ownership of a DCC
system is reasonably substantial, initially about the same as a
brass locomotive. The investment potential is greater, however,
because vou get enjoyment out of every hour you spend
operating your layout with DCC. Electric model trains were a
great step forward over clockwork. An investment in DCC will
return a similar increase in enjoyment.

Erik Bennett, Sydney, June 2003
ebennett@blackwoods.com.au

First Picture of the
new Broadway
Limited H16 2-8-0 in
On3 scale. Due to be
released as we publish,
this model and
variations will feature
the QSI sound
decoder.
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There are numerous articles written about planning a holiday.
You are told what to take, what to see and what to do to manage
your affairs at home once you are gone. Strangely, there is no
advice on how you are to feel while you are on your holiday.
Many people, myself included, have never been taught how to
relax or what it feels like. We simply do not know the way to
either display our countenance or maintain our natural mental
state. How does one’s mind know that it is on holidays?

Preparing for a holiday is like going on a date. You are excited
but it does result in your removal from your comfort zone. You
have a notion that holidays are important to take but, at the same
time, they are what my grandson calls “’scarries’”. Luckily, 1
cannot muse too much on the mental aspects because my wife,
Susan, gives me a reality check and, suddenly, we are on our
way.

. article, I bemoan the reality that Australia seems to suffer from a
. “bugger you” approach.
. Australian corporate life to advertise something but find out that

It is one of the usual tricks of

the advertising is not matched by the service delivery. Quality
standards is one of the myths of the modem economy. While all
the letterheads we see have a “’quality”” symbol, the use of such
ensigns is a ruse reflecting wider societal problems. Needless to
say, the service on the train depended on the crew. A better chef
meant better food. The food menu apparently never changes.
We surveyed widely the many people who had travelled both
ways by rail and they all remarked that it was the same choices.
On the sixth day of our train travel, we had to protest that we
liked vegetables that were supposed to be cooked to be mildly
soft. The Chef heard us. All-in-all, the food was good but the
best part of the Dining Car was the many people we met. The
biggest thing travellers have to choose is which sitting you will
attend for meals — very early or very late. We chose early and,
as a result, we would sit in the dining car before sunrise on most
days. We soon learnt that, if you tarry, you would end up sitting
with the couple universally deemed by sight alone to offer the
most boring personality. If you want to find out the model
railroaders, vou and your spouse have to stand at each end of the
Dining Car and survey each guest as they jump from the

Going on the Indian Pacific ex
Sydney was like farewelling my

As I gazed outwards, I also

adjoining carriages.

Sitting in your compartment you see

Uncle Allan in the 1950s when he pretenﬂed that I was in a|mpe word s Byl i comme: o

left Australia on the ship, Arcadia, to

work for Revlon in England. A lot model train and that I was deistia, gust Row the sl wagk £

came too. It was my birthday and

into both the landscape and the
economy. As I gazed outwards, I
also pretended that I was in a model

Susan had organised the delivery of a
nice chocolate cake, which we all ate at various locations on
platform 1. Some were in the compartment; some were at the
welcome address by GSR in the middle of the platform and of
course, there were those standing beside the locomotive
somehow having the usual weird relationship between a
throbbing diesel and men with unusual interests. The consensus
of all those present was that we would be divorced prior to
arriving back at Sydney, also by train. Up front I can tell you
they were wrong and that the trip was great.

We all live in a country where few people care about the quality
of the work or service they provide. One of the good things
about America is the high level of service you can get, provided
vou offer a remuneration. There is no equivalent of the “Red
Caps” at Central or anywhere in Australia. More alarming, there
is not even a single luggage trolley at Central. Oh yes, at least
there was a locker in which to stuff our things for the three hour
wait between the delivery of Perky Penguin, our Mazda 121, to
the Motorail and train departure time. On the other hand, Perth
terminal has trolleys but no lockers. That means that, once you
deliver your car, you camnot leave your cabin luggage
somewhere and head out, as we intended, to the nearby hobby
shop at Mount Lawley, but were foiled.

Another aspect about Australia is that no one supervises the
delivery of standards to consumers. You receive a service level
determined by the ethics of the individual provider, rather than
any pre-set corporate minimum standard. As a sub-text to this

train and that 1 was passing my
plaster scenery. Susan sat and read and listened to tapes of
books. 1 naturally thought of model trains, thinking of the
discoveries of the Perth hobby shops to be wvisited. I also
performed switching operations in my mind.

The track is so rough for hundreds of kilometres in various
places that it is impossible to do nothing but sit down and hold
on. Things fell of the table, drinks were spilt and 1 experienced
the only time in my life when a moving vanity basin hit me on
the noggin. I had been bending down attending to the folding
toilet when crash on to my head came the wash-basin above it.
Luckily I survived but if I seem a little strange at a future
meeting, yvou will now understand the reason. There is one more
thing that T would like to say about the toilet but it is secret
men’s business and I shall have to canvass that at a future
meeting, as Susan said it would be in bad taste to refer to it in
print.

The Lounge Car is a good place to meet more people but the
travellers who spoilt it were the smokers. They have their little
enclosed space but the smoke drifts out. On one occasion the
smokers were suffocating through a lack of clean air and they
opened the door to the compartment. That attack on our clean
air was quickly stopped by a barrage of non-smokers. There
were hardly any overseas tourists on the train and hardly any
other than people bom in Australia.

Off-train  bus excursions are organised for Broken Hill,

Adelaide, Kalgoorlie and Perth. The first three of these operate

just after or before darkness and are of limited value. The

platform at Broken Hill is low in comparison with the carriage
floor level. To demonstrate the varying standards, steps were
provided on the westbound journey but not the eastbound leg.
On the return trip, breakfast on the second day is not provided as
the train arrives at Adelaide at 0715. You can either get up and
have inadequate rockmelon or replicas of Danish pastries at
0615 or starve. Even those who did get up early, were hungry
within an hour. Because we had to twiddle our thumbs for three
hours at Adelaide waiting for departure time, we were obliged to
pay for eggs at Keswick GSR terminal that seemed to have been
fried the prior evening.

Broken Hill is an interesting place and this is reflected in the
array of trinkets and other handicraft available for sale on the
platform. There was also a small team of people issuing
Christian religious material to passengers. Perhaps they had
heard of the sordid things that go on behind closed compartment
doors and were providing some form of silent confession?

up to three kiddies if we had taken them, travelled on the epgire
network for $7.50. This included both of us on train, byg and
ferry for the whole day. Perth railway system is of much lighter
appearance than that in Sydney with lighter, concrete overhead
wiring stanchions and single catenary and contact wires, Their
two and four car trains look like models.

The Australind train is famous throughout Australia and gugan
and I took a return trip on it to Bunbury. Like every othey rain
we used, patronage was at a high level. The only trick 5 (hat
developers plotted and won to have the railway removeq from
the centre of town. The terminal is located ten minutes by free
bus, which takes your to the 1887 original station. The fymer
right-of-way is now covered with the evidence of the inflyence
of the big end of town. Susan and I walked in the raip 5 the
nearby Rose Hotel and repasted in the space of an elegay; 1™
century dining room with roaring fire and a lovely pfoss
Brothers wine the nearby Margaret river wine district.

We stayed in Perth at a place called Boutique Apartmepc in
Beaumont road at Highgate. It was only five minutes from the
City. We headed for the two hobby shops that advertiseq iy the
geographic index in the AMRM. City Models in Picaqiily

| Arcade is five minutes walk from Perth station. It is 90% Brisish

At Cook, passengers can get off the train via portable steps.
Like everyone else with a car, we checked Perky at the rear as
the cars are removed at Adelaide and, like the loco, tumed to
facilitate removal at Perth. After the wvisit to the tail, dedicated
travellers proceed to the locomotive for the usual pilgrimage,
which is not changed for the entire journey. The third thing
people do is visit the ruins of the town, where now two people,
two cats and 16 chooks live.

Things went smoothly at Perth. Perky Penguin was the last car
off but the delay was nothing compared to the westbound Indian
before our departure east. Because of the very bad track
condition, a Pacific National freight train broke an axle which
caused the Indian to be 15 hours late. While all the passengers
were bussed to Perth for the final 200 kilometres, those with cars
had to sit at the terminal until midnight to get their vehicles. On
the eastbound journey, Perky was on the top level from Adelaide
and, when we opened his doors at Sydney, we had the full-
bodied aroma of a GE diesel engine. A strong recommendation
is that all vents and other openings be secured before the trip
starts.

Perth has a wonderful public transport system. Susan and I, plus

prototype. The other place that we visited was the Perth gopby

| Centre, some seven minutes walk at 414 Murray Street, This
| latter shop is more the usual spread of Australian, Britigh, and

American prototype but at least it had heard of DCC.

Perth is a lovely place and the quieter pace and less traffj; are
very noticeable. If there were jobs there, many more Sydney-
siders would migrate. There is already a large numher of
Sydney ex-pats ensconced there.

When we stepped back on to platform at Central at the apg of
the journey, I was relieved to be once again in my pype of
comfort. Now I proudly say to everyone that I had an enjoyable,
relaxing holiday, even though I still have no idea of wht those
concepts mean. [ must really take a course in relaxation!

Stuart Sharp
18™ July 2003

Stuart heads off to ch




LOCOMOTIVES
AND
ROLLING STOCK

Atlas, Stewart, Kato, Athearn,
Roundhouse, Rivarossi, Brass
Locomotives, Powerline, A R Kits, Ian
Lindsay Models, Main West Models,
Lima, Concor, Ibertren, Bachmann,
Liliput, Jouef, Fleischman, Roco.

ACCESSORIES
AND
TOOLS

Atlas track and accessories, ties, Peco,
Shinohara, North Yard Wheels,
Romford, Detail Associates, Wheel
Works, Sentinel, Cal Scale, Kadee,
Mitronics, Labelle, Lubricants,
MicroScale Decals, Kerroby Models,
AMRI Signals, J & C Models, Front
Range, Brawa, Eda, Floquil, Dremel,
Pro Edge Knives, Drills and Taps, K
& S Metal, Fuller Pliers, Jeweler
Screwdrivers Sets, G-Clamps and
many other tools.

. Punchbowl Hobby Centre Pty Ltd
.. 545 Chapel Road, Bankstown, NSW 2200

Tel: (02) 9709-5082
Fax (02) 9790-2886

BUILDINGS
AND
SCENIC ACCESSORIES

Atlas, Woodland Scenics, Design
Preservation, Evergreen, Camp Bells,
Fox Castings L J Models, Pola, Heki,
Heljan, Volmer, Preiser, Viking, Kibri,
Brekina, Roco.

MAGAZINES
AND
VIDEOS

Australian, American, New Zealand
& British Videos. N Scale Magazine,
Model Railroader, Rail Model
Journal, Pacific Rail News, Trains,
Narrow Gauge and Shortline Gazette,
Australian Railways, Roundhouse
Bulletin, Australian Model Railway
Magazine, Pacific Railway, Railway
Digest, Main Line Modeller,
Continental Modeler and Model
Railroad Craftsman.

THE ONLY DRIVE-IN HOBBY SHOP IN SYDNEY

MNo
VT 1
VT 2
VT3
VT4
VT3

VT
vI7

VT10
VTi4
VT15

VTI6
VTI7

vT19
VT20
V121
V22
V123
V124

V125

V26

V127

VT37

VT3g
VT390
VT40
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THE LIBRARY CAR

TITLE

Clinic — Painting Backdrops with a
Dirty Brush

Clinic — Perfect Decals

Clinic — Modelling Tips & Tricks
Clinic — Freight Car Loads

Clinic — Styrene Construction/Casting
Clinic — Planning Realistic Operations
Clinic — Detailing Passenger Car
Interiors

Kansas City Convention 1998 Layouts
Tours

San Jose Convention 2000 Layouts
Tours

St Louis Convention 2001 Layouts
Tours

USA Railroad Layouts (compilation
videos 1-6)

USA Railroad Layouts {compilation
videos 7-13)

Airbrushing for Model Railroaders
Weathering Railroad Models by
Malcolm Furlow

Scenery Tips No.1 Rock Moulds by
Donald Davis

Scenery Tips No.2 Backgrounds by
Donald Davis

NMRA Australasian Region 1993
{Tony Koesters Clinic) by Kevin Brown
‘Waitemata ( Auckland NZ )
Convention 1990 by Gerry Hopkins
Piki Piki Tram (visit to famous NZ
MG layout of Merv Smith)

Diamond Valley Lines (visit to famous
tayout of Fred Gill) by Gerry Hopkins
US Pittsburgh Convention by John
Saxon

All Aboard An Introduction to Model
Railmads by Madeline Trimby ( Kevin
Brown's video conversion of tape/slide
clinic)

Optinnum Use of Space by John Allen
{Kevin Brown's video conversion of
tapefslide clinic)

Gorre & Daphetid Railroad by John
Allen (Kevin Brown's video
conversion of tape /slide clinic)
MNGE&SL 1991 Convention Clinic by
Gerry Hopkins

Exhibition Layouts 1982 to 1989 by
Gerry Hopkins

Layout Tours No 3 by Gerry Hopkins
(Visits to Sowerby Smith's & Geoff
Mott’s layouts

Realism with plastic Structures (video
conversion)

Convention 1993 and Three Layout
Towurs

The Clinic {Woodland's)

Distinctive Rolling Stock by Dean
Freytag

Convention 19935 at Marayong &
Lavyout Tours

Rocks & Basic Scenery Made Easy by
Dave Frary

Painting Model Structures by Dave
Frary

Finishing Your Scenery by Dave Frary
Southern Pacific Viol.2 (Tennessee Pass)
Union Pacific Vol.5 (The LaGrande

No

VT4l
VT42
WT43
WT44

VT45
WT46
VT47
WT48
VT49
VT30

VTSI

VTS52

VIO
V16l
VT62

VT6H3
VT4

VTS5
VTao
VT67
VT8

VT70
VTT1
VI72
VT73
VT74
YT75
VT76
VT77
VTT78
VT79
VTS0
VT8I
VT&2

TITLE

Subdivision)

Santa Fe's Arizona Mainline

Santa Fe's Mojave Mainline
Burlington Morthemn's Crawford Hill
NMEA Australasian Region 1998
Thomleigh Mini Convention {Rolling
Stock, Soldering, Weathering Your
Models & Pine Trees.)

Trains On Location Stevens Pass
Toronto To Chicago Railfan Way
Tehachapi Trains on Location mssvGy
Great Layouts US Prototype

Scenery Tips No.3 by Donald Davis
Prototypes To Make You Comfortable
by John Armstrong Memorable
Locomotives by Charlie MeCoy
Frequently Seen, Seldom Modeled by
Jim Cope

Signals Made Simple by Mark Hanship
Computer and Railroad Together by
Mark Hanslip

Trees from Weeds by Louis Godbold
Weathering and Ageing with Pastels
by Robert W Baily jr

Rolling Stock from Cardboard by W
Meijndert Van Alphen Foamcore
Buildings by Robert Hubbard

The Art of ilfusion by C J Riley

M Scale and N Track by Jim Fitzgerald
and Ben Davis Model Railroad
Photography by John Allen

NMPEA National Convention 1998-
Kansas City Layout Tours
Convention at Marayong 1995 and
Clinic Presentations by Allen
McClelland

Union Pacific BIG BOYS volume 2
Southern Pacific 1941 volume 1
Santa Fe 3759 Final Run Over Cajon
Pass

Santa Fe - War Bonnets Through
Raton Pass

Santa Fe Odyssey Vol.1.

Santa Fe Odvssey Vol 11.

Santa Fe - Seligman Sub and New
Mexico Main

Scenery & Water — Comvention 1997
1997 Mational Convention, Madison
UsA

Little Engines of NZ

The Two Foot Gauge Tramway (NZ)
Model Railways of Australia
Gateway 2001 USA Convention
Meoedels, etc

Modelling The Prototype (Gerry
Hopkins)

Great Northern Vol 1

Great Morthem Vol 2

Great Northem Vol 3

The Milwaukee Road Vol 1

The Milwaukee Road Vol 2

The Milwaukee Road Vol 3

Utah Midland — GME#4

L&M Henderson Div — GMR#H9
Cumbertand Valley — GMR#10
Virginian & Ohio - GMR#11
Piedmoent Div of WM - GMRE#H12
Yosemite Valley — GMRE#135

Cat Mountain & SF — GMR#IT

VT83
WTE4
VTI835
VTE6
VT87
VTE8
VT89S
VT90
VT91
Y192
V193
VT4
VT95
VTS
YT97
VT98
V199
VT100
VT101

V1102

VT103

VT104

VT105

VT106

VT107

VT108

VTi09

VT1I0

VT111

VT112
WTI113

VT114
VT115
VT116

VT117

VT118

VT119
WT120

VT121
VTi22
¥TI123
VI124
VTI125

VT126

VT127

TITLE

Erie Railroad — GMR#18

F & SM — GMR#24

Rock Island Railroad (Pentrex)
BSNF Sand Hills Sub

All Aboard Series Vol 2

All Aboard Series Vol 5

Rock island Railroad (Gm Frog)
Forks Creek Central - Ron Morse
California’s Baldwin Diesels

Santa Fe’s Raton Route

Santa Cruz Northern GMR#335

ATSF Argentine Div GMR#29

East Broad Top

Classic Chicago Railroading

All Aboard Series Vol3

SP’s Central California Mainline
NYC — The Beach Collection

Union Pacific

Southern Pacific — Last Cab F'ward
over Donner Pass / SP 1941 / SP The
Coast Line

Union Pacific - UP Challengers / UP
Big Boys / UP Steam

Union Pacific - UP Turbines of the
Wasatch / UP Mighty Turbines / UP
Trilogy

Santa Fe — Challenge for Tomorrow /
Vintage Diesels / SF, The Diesel Loco
This is my Railroad — SP Diesel
Version / SP Daylights, Cab Forwards
& Early Diesels

UP Last of Giants / UP 6500
Centennials

Lou Sassi West Hoosac GME#23/ Lee
Micholas Utah Colarado GMRE#ZT
Glory Machines Vol 3 / Glory machines
Vol 4

UP Steam over Sherman / Otto Perry’s
Santa Fe

UP Battle up Sherman Hill / Pennsy
Racetrack 1940-1980

D&RGW, SF & BN Joint Line / UP
WVintage West 1960-1980

Todays Chicago Railroads

1997 NMR.A National Convention
Layouts

Railfanning the Silverton

Around the Marrow Gauge Circle

The Rio Grande Southern / The Denver
& Rio Grande Westemn

Wictorian Div of NMRA Aust Region /
Bulla Convention 1994 Clinic
Preseatations

Franklin & South Manchester Part 1
GMR #2

Tuolumne Forks Railroad GME #16
Ray & Renes Grosser's Soo Line GMR
#31

John Gray’s UP Cheyenne Div GMR
#36

The Appalachian Coal Industry -
Modelling the Prototype

Logging Railroads - Modelling the
Prototype

UP - Cheyenne to Salt Lake

Red Stag Lumber Company

Santa Fe Mojave Sub Division, Caliente
to Mojave

Franklin & South Manchester Part 3




VIDEO LIBRARY Continued

Australasian Region Directory

No TITLE No TITLE No TITLE
GMR#39 VTI44  Litile Engines of Mew Zealand / The Man Without a Head www.nmra.org.au .
VWT128  The Durangoe & Silverton Two Foot Gauge Tramway VT153  Great American Railroads Vol 7 Train NMRA Inc. PO Box 382, Forestville NSW 2087
WT12%  Railfanning Southern California in the WTi145  Chesapeake & Ohio Steam Locos / Wrecks and Stories/Tomormow’s
50°s Streamliners of Yesteryear Railroads/ Progress on the Rails
VTI30  Twilight of the Rio Grande / Switching ~ VT146  New York Central - An Insider’s View / VTI54  Great Northemn Vol 2 / Tracks Ahead EXECUTIVE
along the Rio Grande / Work Train to Steam across America Vol 1 - The East Episode 301
Silverton VT147  Mew York, New Haven & Hartford / A VT155  AMRA Exhibition Liverpool 2001 / President Allan Garbutt 20 Orchard Avenue Winston Hills 2153 (02) 9686-4270
VIBL Tl VO oy il et il R it =i i Vice President Julian Isracl PO Box 266 Killara 2071 0412-786- 568
/T132 eam in ouis { Sierra Railway - n The Track - Lifeline of the 5 ic Steam of the 20°s — 40°s / Steam ) 2 Aftarin 3064 (i ‘2
WT133  The Blue Mountain & Reading / From Nation/225,000 Mile Proving Ground/ in the 50°s / Steam in the 50's & 60’s ety Eﬂh EEI:LET ?giél'iammpien e ‘W' st {mH-l]q '}?23 Lg?zj 31;3.?232
the Redwoods to the Boardwalk / Iifinois Railroads & National Defence VTIS7  Rio Grande Odyssey Part 1 Treasurer e a0 AV e el Lok S
Rail Museum VTI49  Great American Railroads V1.2&3 VTISS  Rio Grande Odyssey Part 2 Trustee David North | Diakin Street Facestills 2087 (02)3975-2569
VT134  50s Memories of the Rio Grande Golden Spike! Nickel Plate Story/ WT159  Diesel Power on the Southemn Pacific Members Richard Roth Leave of Absence )
Narrow Gauge Milestones of Progress/ VT160  New England Berkshire & Western Rodney Smith 26 Peel Road Baulkham Hills 2153 (02) 9624-3912
VTI35  Santa Fe’s Curtis Hill Railroads & National Defence/The Big GMRE#25 David Jupp 51A Greene Avenue Ryde 2112 0416-280-517
VTI36 Cass & Mower Logging Trains Train/Fast Freight VT161 Allegheny Midland GMR#14
W¥T137  Rio Grande of the Rockies WT150  Great American Railroads Vol 4 WT162  ME&K Division of the B&O GMR#S
VT138  Gunnmison on the DERGW Operation Reading/On the VT163  Rails in Kansas City Part 1 - 1998 SUPERINTENDENTS
VTI139  The EMD FT103 Diesel Story Track/225,000 Mile Proving Grounds . ’ - - _ :
VTI40  Frankiin & South Manchester Part2—  VTIS]  Great American Railrads Vol 5 Easy Div 1 QLD Glenn Stevens 6 Gunsynd Circuit Birkdale 4159 (07) 3207-2442
GMR#24 Does ISomething for Everyone/Coast  CD1 DCC Forum Chaired by Peter Jensen Div2 NSW/ACT  Viv Brice 8 Berne Crescent MacGregor 2615 (02) 6254-8204
WT141  The Uintah Railway to Coast in 48 Hours cD? 1999 Convention Opening Address by Div3 VIC/TAS Grant McAdam 194 Booran Road Crmond 3204 (03) 9578-8085
¥T142  Building the RGS Vol 2 (Durango) VT152  Great American Railroads Vol 6 End of Jack Burgess Div4d NT/WA Bob Kollwyn 6 Riplewood Avenue Thomlie 6108 (08) 9452-1403
VT143  Great American Train Rides Vol 2 an Era / Thundering Rails / Ichabod, the CD3 PC Data — photos, shareware, etc. Div 3 NZ Kelvin Sherson 39 The Masthead Whitby Porirza New Zealand (+614) 234-8577
VIDEO LIBRARIAN NOTE : A $5 overdue fee per tape is applicable to OTHER VOLUNTEERS
DAVID LATHAM borrowings longer than 2 months
fﬂA [}'{NH{A S}"REET A_P. Chairman Gerry Hopkins (MMR) 15 Marara Crescent Marara 2250 (02) 4329-0242
MNGA Rﬂﬂ PGINT . © = e e . AP. Vice Chairman Laurie Green (MMR) 20 Nambour Drive Sunbury 3429 (03) 9744-5188
Tapes with an * are also available from each Division Library AP. Vice Chairman  Peter Weller-Lewis 5 Tarilta Court North Terrace Queanbeyan 2620 (012) 6293-8282
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