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These components form serious systems and
are capable of producing awesome, floor-
shaking sound from blockbuster DvD movies as
well as subtle accuracies when listening to your
favourite music. Don't be fooled by the not-
much-cheaper, integrated plastic “toys" parading
as "Home Theatre” from the mass retailers.

*JVC 100 RMS / Ch. 5.1 Dolby Digital receiver
* Multi output, multiple format DVD, player with
Panasonic mechanism, (plays MP3, Kodak
videoCD, S-VCD's, etc.)
* High-Performance ASL Galaxy Main speakers,
*ASL , CE-1 Centre channel (both used by the
ABC in their Home Theatre studio )
* Easy mount, compact surround speakers. As system 1, but with our compact Piccolo speakers
*ASL, 180 watt RMS Sub - woofer system (also used by the ABC), for Stunning sound where

$2,690 - (includes al cabling etc.) space is limited.

(Prices - October 2002 but may change due to factors beyond our control) $ 1 i 990 = ( includes all cabling etc.)
NB. — The high-performance Galaxy Speakers alone, are 51190 Pr.!

Cther speaker options are available with these systems. We are Australia's oldest designers & manufacturers of high-quality
loud-speakers & amplifiers, with many of our components used by broadcasters & studios. However, our main customers are
you, the average person who wants something a fittie better from the minefield of Hi-Fi Hype which dominates this industry.

High-Performance Video Editing Systems.

* Hi-Spec. Motherboard

* Intel P4 2.5 gHz.

* 512 DDR Ram

*HDD -1 40gig

*HDD -2 100 gig Removable - for Video files

* DvD ROM Plus Pioneer DvD Burner

* 19" Monitor, Firewire in, TV out, Enhanced Audio etc.
* Fully operating with Adobe Premiere

Special price $4,900 ' -Thls Issue: ﬂ:ﬂ

{Other options available. Price at November 2002 but may vary depending on component

Other “SIik” Systems from $2,200 - Phone Ron Cooper for details. Standards & Pra Ctl 7 -S‘,
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This fine O scale model by John Hunter, Division 3. Photos Mario Rapinett
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Schedule of Divisional Meetings for 2002 / 2003

New South Wales

Sydney meetings organiser John Baker (02) 9629-2349. Meetings start 2.00 Saturday unless indicated differently
24 hour recorded message meeting information line now in operation for NSW Group (02) 9975-5565

November 9

Erik Bennett 33 Kananook Ave Bayview
December 14™

Christmas Party Baulkham Hills Uniting Church Hall
Ruth Garbutt Cnr Edgar & Charles St Baulkham Hills
$7.50 per head Tickets from Ruth Garbutt.

(02) 9997-7971

{02) 9686-4270

January 11" Colin Upton 6 Welland Close Jamison Town Penrith (02) 4731-3921
February 15™ Laurence Nagy 4 Larra Cres North Rocks (02) 9872-6301
March 15" Lyndon Spence 53 Springfield Ave Figtree (02) 4272-9245
April 13" (Sunday) Rodney Smith 26 Peel Street Baulkham Hills (02) 9624-3912
May 10™ Gerry Hopkins 15 Narara Cres Narara (02) 4329-0242
Victoria

All meetings start 11.30 Sunday unless indicated differently

November 10" Laurie Green (MMR) 20 Nambour Drive Sunbury (03) 9744-5188
December 8% Grant McAdam 194 Booran Rd Ormond (03) 9578-8685

2003 Schedule not available at time of publishing

Canberra

November 23™ Stephen O’Brien 138 Nemarang Cres Waramanga ACT (02) 6288-3014

2003 Schedule not available at time of publishing

Queensland

November 9' Garth Fraser 28 Sylvan St. Buderim QLD 4556
December 8™ Division 1 Christmas Lunch
For details of Queensland meetings and venue addresses, please contact Glenn Stevens. (07) 3207-2442

2003 Schedule not available at time of publishing

OFF THE RAILS?

A guy nomed Pete gets a job os a switchman with the railroad, and Pete: "Then I'd come back here and call the dispatcher To stop both
- undergoes weeks of training. The supervisor then takes him into the trains.”
switch booth to test his readiness. The following exchange takes place:

Supervisor: "And what if the phone didn"t work?"
Supervisor: "Imagine you were sitting here alone and you learned there
was a train coming from the North on that track, and another coming
from the South on the same track. What would you do?"

Pete: "Then I'd go to thot gas station across the street
and uvse their phone."”

Pete: "I'd throw this switch right here and put one train on the other
track.”

Supervisor: "And what if their phone didn't work?"

Pete: "Then I'd go get Uncle Joe."
Supervisor: “And what if that switch didn't work?"

Supervisor: "Uncle Joe??? What
Pete: "1'd go down to the track and throw that big switchlever there, would he do?"
putting one train on the other track.”

Pete: "Nothing, but he ain't never

Supervisor: "And what if that switchlever didn't work?" seen a troin wreck.”
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Highlights of the past few months have been
the Region exhibiting its DCC operated layout —
Sweetgrass — formally owned by Gerry Hopkins.

It was exhibited at Castle Hill in July, Broadmeadow in
August and Liverpool in October. :

At each location we were able to give visitors ‘hands B8
on’ experience with DCC. This gives us an opportunity &
to show how the NMRA standards benefit us by again |
allowing various brands of DCC decoders to work to-
gether.

Experience has shown that youngsters as young as six || 3
years of age were keen to use the DCC handset. I be- [ERGGESLENE: MR ¢4
lieve it is technology such as this that will continue to .
attract new blood to our hobby.

Considering the impact DCC has had on our members,
especially any associated with the Module SIG, is it
too much to suggest that most locos will come already
fitted with decoders in the near future? Atlas are al-
ready doing this on some of their models.

Following the Broadmeadow exhibition, Lauris &
Gerry Hopkins generously hosted a meeting for interested visitors from the Central
Coast and Newcastle area.
My personal thanks to all who volunteered their time and talents in preparing and staff-
ing the Region’s exhibit.

A recent new initiative is the formation of the Narrow Gauge SIG. This group is organiz-
ing the Sixth Australian Narrow Gauge Convention on 19-20 April — Easter 2003. This
is a win/win situation for the narrow gauge modelers as well as members of the Austra-
lasian Region as we benefit from each others strengths. I look forward to seeing many of
our members at this convention.

The many comments about the MainLine’s colour cover are encouraging to the Editor
and the BOD. The warm summer months ahead may be a great time to put pen to paper,

fingers to the keyboard and write an article, large or small, for inclusion in the Main-
Line.

Best wishes to all members and your families for the holiday season. Happy holiday,

safe driving and enjoyable modeling.
- Z
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Our magazine is a great way of communicating with the membership and
passing information we as individuals have gained through our own
experiences to those who perhaps have not yet had the opportunity to gather
such knowledge or who are yet to build a layout. Everyone has something to contribute and with
contributions you provide I'll try to provide balanced and interesting reading through my role as editor.
The Internet is one such source of information which has grown at a startling rate in the last 7 years and
contains a vast amount of helpful knowledge for our hobby. If vou have found something that could be of
| use to others, please let me know (editor{@nmra.org.au) about it. I too browse regularly and will bring
| what I find to you. Remember that not all have access to this electronic medium, so what you may take for
granted, others could find interesting. The snippet you provide may just solve that problem for someone
else...... The quality of new product now available continues to just get better and better. Take for
example the Trix Big Boy and the Kato SD90V43MAC locomotives reviewed last issue. These two
products are undoubtedly among the best the industry has to offer and rival brass for out of the box detail. The Rivarossi Allegheny
too, without doubt the best locomotive Rivarossi have ever produced and the latest offerings from Atlas and Athearn / Genesis are
excellent products. We are indeed fortunate to have such detail and smooth running in these products along with compatibility for
Plug & Play DCC. One new locomotive though, sets totally new standards. I am talking about the Broadway Limited NYC Hudson.
We are lucky to have a report on it this issue and you will find that it is just a giant leap forward in design and features. On page 21,
you will see some of the other locomotives all with sound in both DC and DCC expected from Broadway Imports before the US
summer 2003. Take too the imminent start of production weathering from Bachmann and sound. It is a shame though that these
advances come at a cost coincident with the poor value of the Australian and New Zealand dollars. Yes, we do have a rather
expensive hobby but it is never-the-less a very satisfying one and we are getting quality. I guess we can always save funds somewhere
else in the layout construction through ingenuity and techniques learnt at sessions such as our own NMRA Conventions and through
our MainLine. Mike Bartlett has taken the Train Length Challenge and now sits at the top of the table. If you have a large layout, give
it a try. I'm sure you’ll find it to be a lot of fun. This is the last issue for 2002, so may I take the opportunity to wish you and your
families a Happy Christmas and New Year. If you are frequenting the roads over the break, drive safely. We want you fit and well
and in one piece ready for the next issue of MainLine in February. Please support our advertisers, and thanks to all of you who have
made comments on my first effort with MainLine. I am encouraged and motivated by that feedback. My sincere appreciation again to
all the contributors this year. Thank you and enjoyable reading.

From your Editor: (In training)

Please note that a 24 hour message telephone service has been set up so that NSW members can call and be
advised of any late meeting changes. This has become necessary because of the large number of attendees
who need to be contacted and advised of changes. Unfortunately from time to time it is necessary to make
late changes. The phone number to call is (02) 9975-5565. It is a message playback ie listen only service.

Dawd Jupp

LETTERS & COMMENTS

The Fading Freight Cars article from Mike Rose was read with interest and
as | am keen on the weathered look 1 thought I'd give it a test on an old
wagon. | started reluctantly but carefully and was amazed at the outcome. 1
found it to be easy, extremely quick and the end results are very convincing.
Colours react differently to the process giving a totally non-uniform realistic
look. 1 have now faded quite a few pieces of rolling stock and recommend
the process completely. I now look forward to amempting the Rusting
technique in the November issue. An example of my attempis are shown in
the accompanying photo. | am more than happy with them.

Rodney Smith

I have to fully compliment and congratulate “MainLine” on the absolutely
magnificent front cover presentation of August 2002 —“Pair of SD90/43°s™ [
really had to look and look and try to decide, is this prototype or model? 1
know that many people were involved and part of this presentation.
Excelient and well done by all involved.

I am also guilty of a NOSTALGIC EMOTIONAL ADMIRATION for the
“Big Boy”, Union Pacific’s 4000s. Just to help us realize what a “4000™
could do, with a mean, behind schedule engineer and a fireman keeping
3(M}ibs right up there creating a very angry “Big Boy” and he would thus pull
equal to the 2 “MODERN TECHNOLOGICAL BRUTES” once the tractive
effort got it all moving This was from “OLD TECHNOLOGICAL
BRUTES™ 43 years ago.

Then we drop right into Erik Bennett's great and inspiring “BRUTE HORSE
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POWER™ article. Great stuff Erik and the two “BIG BLOW™ Turbine
Engineers Andrew and David are right up there encouraging us and maybe
even invite challengers?
This “Train Length” article is very strong and | have a weakness for
Locomotive Horse Power. The venues of challenges that can be challenged is
a real challenge. | see some interesting categories flashing;
Eg.
. Prototypical Locomotive Performance
{ie Two “Big Blows” could pull 1,340 cars empties 50%
level haul at 10 mph.
A Big Boy would move a 4-1/2 mile train in to motion and up to
rolling 50% empties.
UP Grade hauls 1.5 - 2.5%
Tonnage hauls and convert to Qty or number of cars.
Let the imagination take over now with prototype basis.

s

bl inll -l

There is even an opportunity to look at Claremont Model Club Competition
W.A. 3 June 1996 with 650 hopper cars around the track, regardless of
H.P. Keeping 650 cars from misbehaving is a challenge on its own.

It would be wonderful to be able to pit all my trained horses against an
identified Challenge Category in a Standard Test Lavout some place,
somewhere but preferably not Claremont W.A. The East Coast is food for
thought.

The Chairman of the Ladder, Disputes and Rules Committee wins hands
down with his entry on the ladder. Would the Chairman envisage or consider
categories with prototypical basics on an identified one only “Challenge
Track™ This could be something that would bring out some very, very
interesting modeling opportunities and some real pit your wits on tractive
effort. After all, EMD and GE do it every day.

Again, a great and powerful article Erik, the engines are rumning, just
waiting for the “HIGHBALL” Christian Nielsen

We now have a new leader on the challenge leader board this issue Christian,
although I suspect it may be temporary. This is not just a Union Pacific
thing. MainLine welcomes challengers from any railroad. Ed.
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Regional Roundup

Division 1 Queensland Glenn Stevens

The July “Double Header” in Toowoomba was an cutstanding
success, with seven members and three visitors travelling up
for the day. The first meeting was hosted by Mark Ward, for
the first public display of the OMA Belt. OMA Belt is a
freelanced railroad set in the pacific north-west of the United
States. In it's modermn day form (1982 is the time period
modeled) it is a bridging line connecting the Burlington
Northern and the Canadian Pacific enabling a variety of freight
and commodities to be shipped in both directions, with the
modeled portion being the "Rock Ridge Sub-division". Mark
has applied a lifetime of ideas to the construction of the Rock
Ridge Subdivision, with the actual 'doing’ of those ideas
proved to be an exciting challenge.

Construction on the layout proper commenced at the
very end of December 2000, with Mark and one other doing all
of the work on the layout to date. At the time of our visit, all
the baseboards, roadbed, backdrops and lighting had been
installed, with the only track being the main yard and his test
track.

Mark employed the "one level at a time" technique.
This approach entailed each part of the layout being seen
through to completion before progressing to the next stage.
Mark was quite pleased with the outcomes of this method, the
main drawback being the very large degree of patience
required, particularly when you just want to run trains!

After much pressure from his guests (ha, ha) Mark
demonstrated three of his sound equipped loco’s. {an SD40-2,
F7A, and a 2-8-0). Tt was unbelievable, and if anything is
going to lead the author to DCC, it’s going to be sound.

Everyone came away very impressed with the scope
of the layout, and the workmanship and the detailed planning
that Mark has obviously put into his layout. We left with the
threat that we are returning in 12 months expecting to see
trains running.

Many thanks to Mark and Heidi for their hospitality
from all of us.

After lunch, we all then adjourned to the Darling
Downs Model Railway Club (DDMRC) where we participated
in their monthly Saturday “Running Night”. Since our last
visit of over 12 months ago, the N Scalers have moved the
DualtraiN module layout into the main room and have attached
it to the permanent Yangi Valley RR. The HO modular
Drayton Valley RR layout has consequently moved into
storage. There were two prime reasons for this rearrangement.
Firstly the HO Drayton Harbour RR is structurally complete
and with enough wiring to run trains. Secondly, the N Scale
DualtraiN display layout has grown considerably, and when
connected to the permanent portion of the Yangni Valley,
makes a humungous N Scale layout. As always the members of
the DDMR.C were excellent hosts, and for those of us who took
trains (me), it was very good seeing them have a long run.

Our thanks to Bob and all the members for their
hospitality for what has become a not quite annual event.

Toowoomba Model Train Show
As mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, Division 1 hosted an
NMRA information stand at the June Toowoomba Model Train
Exhibition. Grahame Davis and I made a weckend of it, with
support at various times over the weekend by Denis Lane,
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Graham Prideaux, Bob Brown and Nick Negerevich. We used
the NMRA’s Achievement Program as the theme for the stand,
and we had on display two of Grahame’s Silverton San Juan
modules, along with an ‘O’ scale passenger coach and freight
wagons from Garth Fraser’s Copper Canyon BR. Sample
copies of the MainLine were available, along with “Why Join™
and Achievement Program brochures.

Grahame and I had a good weekend and, from an
NMRA point of view, we were extremely visible, however
from a membership point of view, I am not so sure. We
interested the people who were interested — if you know what I
mean. If people were not interested, we couldn’t hold their
attention.

Two things came out of the weekend. We are going
back next year, but on a different track. Grahame and I have
decided that next year we will take along some of our modeling
chores, and while working, we can discuss the merits of being
an NMPRA member in addition to discussing what we are
doing.

It would be interesting to get some feedback from
other regional members on their experience when manning
NMPR.A information booths at other shows. As I said, Grahame
and I had a good time at one of the best SE Queensland train
shows, and if DDMRC invites us, we will be back next year.

Division 2 Sydney Kim Bradley

The August meeting at Ken and Jenny Scale’s Baulkham Hills
home, was held on a Sunday for the first time in a long time.
About 60 members were present on a sunny day along with 5
visitors, the result of interest gained at the Hills District Model
Railway Club Castle Hill show held last month where the
NMRA was present with the new exhibition layout purchased
from Gerry Hopkins. A number of bring and buy stands were
set up and by all accounts some went home with many more
dollars than they came with and some went home with
considerably less. The formal part of the meeting chaired by
Allan Garbutt included reports from Trustee David North
regarding the recent
convention in Fort
Lauderdale (summarized
in the August MainLine)
and a rundown from Ray
Walter on the
forthcoming SIG Narrow
Gauge Convention to be
held over the Easter Weekend in Sydney April 2003. John
Baker presented the host plague to Ken and Jenny which was
followed by a delicious afternoon tea. Ken showed off his
NCE controlled DCC layout which proved most popular and
ran flawlessly, Thanks to Ken and Jenny for a great afternoon.

PS. As a result of the Castle Hill Show, a total of 43 possible
new members showed inferest in the activities of the
association, some of whom are new to the hobby. Thanks to
those who gave up their time and manned the stand over the
two days of the show.

Newcastle also invited the NMRA to exhibit and once again
lots of interest was shown in our activities with approximately
30 expressing interest in membership. There was no shortage
of volunteers to man the stand yet again. Thanks to all who
made the trip and gave their fime.

Another beautiful day except for the smoke enveloping
Sydney after back buming operations the previous day, but still
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over 60
members and
visitors made
the trek into
the Blue g
Mountains to
Bob and |
Carol Best's

residence at Blaxland for the Seprember meeting. Bob models N
gauge and is well known for the detail he applies to the interiors
of his scratchbuilt structures. I understand that this will be the
last time this layout is viewed in its current state as Bob has
plans for a redevelopment and the hopeful addition of DCC. A
presentation was made by Allan to Christopher Eagle for his
help in producing documentation with his dad for the NMRA
Convention. This work is much appreciated and involved

photocopying and binding. Thanks Christopher. Hope you enjoy
the LBF convention freight car. John Baker kindly donated two
decoder equipped locomotives to use on the ‘show layout.” I
have since learn’t that John has also donated an NCE DCC
system. Thank you John. Your generosity is appreciated by the
association. Thanks also to Gary and Maria Spencer-Salt from
The Model Railroad Craftsman for their donation of a
Comerstone building kit for the show layout. On a more serious
note, NMBA president Allen Pollock recently suffered a mild
heart attack whilst leading an NMRA organised tour to Alaska.
John Saxon spoke about his long standing friendship with Allen
and on behalf of the down under membership, wished Allen a
speedy recovery. Allen also recently lost his father suddenly,
just after the Fort Lauderdale Convention. The local hobby
shop, THE SIGNAL BOX kindly kept its doors open until 5pm
for the benefit of members. John Baker presented the meeting
plaque with the request that it be protected from any layout
renovation. Bob and Carol, many thanks for your very pleasant
hospitality.

Division 2 Canberra Viv Brice

In July, we met at my place, still the sight of framework with
very little progress. Currently, I have the L-girder framework
built and have started laying the roadbed as the picture shows,
complete with cob-web and storage for wandering off-spring!
The road bed is %" (or 6 mm to you new fangled folk!) cork,
cork incidentally bought years and years ago when I lived in the
USA. My theme for this meeting was a layout rationale
describing what I wanted to model and how I plan to squeeze
that into the space available. Briefly, 1 am modeling the mythical
Southern Drivision of the
Pennsylvania Railroad,
based the assumption that
when the Pennsy took owver
the South Penn Railroad
from the New York Central,
1| they did not abandon it (to

b later become the route of
L the Pennsylvania Tumpike,
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one of the world’s earliest freeways), but rather completed it as
an altenative route over the Alleghenies from Harrisburg to
Pittsburgh, paralleling the famous Middle Division to the south.
Incidentally, it is precisely this scenario that the past President
of the NMRA, Bob Charles modeled. The layout is based on a
junction between a branch to some coal mines and the mainline,
a point-to-point but with neither point modeled! The mainline is
a double track folded dog-bone at about lower chest height with
hidden staging tracks, while the branch line will amble around
the walls to the town at the end which will be at eye level.
Sounds good in theory but how it will turn out is anyone’s
guess! I have attached an outline of the track plan for anybody
who may be interested. Period will be early to mid fifiies,
covering the change over from steam to diesel, with some of
both present. Coal is the main activity but the double track
mainline  allows
for effectively
anything to .
included, from w
express and local
passenger trainsi —
to general'”
merchandise and
TOFC. Maybe at
the next meeting, I will have done sufficient work to warrant an
update.

In early August, we met at John Prattis’s home. John’s
theme was all about writing a book. John is an editor for a team
of people writing a book about the steel works of Lithgow. He
described the process being used to create the book, and the
problems of coordinating several writers who each write
separate sections. Trying to massage the individual styles to get
some cohesion throughout the book, yet not upsetting authors or
changing their intentions has been and still is a task requiring
considerable tact and diplomacy. John’s very deep knowledge of
the subject is also of great importance in picking out errors and
inconsistencies. Writers email him with their sections, which
John edits and marks up and returns to each author for their
correction and update. Inevitably, by the time the corrections
have been made, new research has added some extra detail that
was previously missing and the whole process repeats. Add that
up for some seventeen sections (I think that's right, John) and
the task is quite a challenge. I wish John all success.

Afterwards, we wvisited John's layout, had some operating fun
and the usual networking, which to many is a prime reason for
attending these meetings.

At the end of August, we met at Ken Macleay’s home. Before
the meeting started, Rob Nesbitt ran a train of around a dozen
Intermountain cylindrical Canadian covered grain hopper cars
around Ken's layout behind one of Ken's C&0O locomotives.
Rob wanted to see if the train would make it around the layout
without derailing, as he had previously experienced difficulties
with the Intermountain trucks. He has substituted other brands
and made some modifications which resulted in no derailments,

Two scenes from Ken MacLeay’s Layout
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so he was happy with the results. Stephen O'Brien brought a
‘Walthers Fairbanks-Morse H10/12-44 switcher along and later
ran it around the layout with one of Ken's trains in tow without
problems. Ken opened his presentation with a short session on
the wide range of railway and railroad books available from the
ACT public library service. These ranged from some excellent
picture books, through the Kalmbach "How To" series to huge
volumes such as John White's history of "The American
Railroad Passenger Car”. This book is the definitive
publication on passenger cars with a very readable text and is
profusely illustrated with drawings, plans and photos. Ken then
discussed his plans for a future N scale layout which he hopes
to have operating in two and a bit years. He will continue to do
a bit more scenery for his HO scale C&O layout, but will not
be investing in any further structures or equipment. Ken talked
about adapting a layout to a particular location, in his case an
N scale layout that would be largely built in modular format
over the next two years. He mentioned that Chuck Hitchcock's
ATSF layout featured in Great Model Railroads 1991 and
Model Railroad Planning 1997, had many of the features that
most modellers are after including a continuos run around a
room with one large yard and some form of operational focus,
in this case the passenger traffic on the ATSF in 1932-
53. Mr Hitchcock subsequently decided he needed a different
focus for his layout, demolished his previous layout and
changed his focus to 1960s industrial and yard operations
based on Kansas City as reported in Model Railroad Planning
2002. This layout is point-to-point with transfer runs between
yards and got Ken thinking. He recalled the earlier Kansas
City Terminal Railway layout of Jim Senese from Model
Railroad Planning 1999 which featured four yards and five
railroads, which featured a major vard with smaller transfer
yards and an industrial area — and this really got Ken thinking.
He wanted to have the C&Q as his major focus again, but
wanted to have some operating variety with other railroads. He
bought a Steam Powered Video RR atlas and decided that
Cincinnati, Ohio offered the scope and flexibility he was after -
the C&0O and 7 mainline RRs. He then began a process of
scaling down what he wanted from Cincinnati and ended up
with a continuous run , two large bridges over the Ohio River,
the large Union terminal passenger station, one main freight
vard and four or five other yards plus a variety of RRs which
would allow him to run some of his favourite locomotives. His
layout will feature the C&O, B&O, PRR, L&N and
N&W.  Ken also gave us an indication of how he plans to
operate the layout. It was a very interesting and enjoyable
aftemoon. Ken admits he's got a lot of work to do, but is
encouraged with the plan he's developed and the operating
variety it will offer. Ken had a display of his N scale
locomotives and some passenger equipment which will operate
on the new layout.

I should add that I was sick and unable to attend this meeting
so my thanks go to John Gillies for this write-up.

Kerry MacPherson was our host for the Seprember
meeting, in the back blocks of Queanbeyan among the parrots.
Kemry is an owner / builder and is building a three storey
mansion. Currently, the basement is fitted out to a level
suitable for living in while he completes the remainder of the
house. We started off in the train room, concrete floor, sheeted
and ceilinged and half full of boxes of models and modelling
gear. Several members had plenty of suggestions on how a
layout could be designed into the space but for Kerry, that is in
the future, afier he has made much more progress towards
finishing his dwelling. The only guide so far is that Kerry will
model the B&Q, either around M&K junction or the stretch
between point of Rocks and Harper’s Ferry. After the layout
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room, we assembled for show and tell and 1 produced a carry
case that I came across in Melbourne recently at the Sunshine
Model Railway Club exhibition. There was someone there
selling them off very cheap and they looked very useful, so my
good wife bought me
one. On showing it to b
the group, see picture,
the interest was

have wundertaken to -
track down where I}

them. Then it was
back to Kerry and he
gave us a very'
comprehensive dissertation on adhesives and their applicability
to model railroading. He first talked of nitro-cellulose glues,
such as Tarzan's Grip, still available but now largely
superseded by other newer glues, such as white glues and
cyano-acrylates. Aquadhere is probably the most well-known
of the white glues and has long been used in benchwork;
however, it will slowly slip under shear and will soften with
water. Yellow glues are an improvement on this, with Gorilla
Grip being among the best, with unfortunately a price to match.
Kerry next discussed the cyano-acrylates, more commonly
known as super glues. He noted that there was a wide variety of
quality available and advised that best results would normally
be achieved with a good quality glue, and in his view, the
original, Eastman 610, is probably still the best. You should
note that super glue joints are somewhat weak in shear and are
not suitable by themselves for gap filling. To fill gaps with
super glue, add talc or comflour or fine sanding dust, and use a
‘kicker’, which speeds up the setting process. When using a
kicker, ensure that ventilation is good and always have some
de-bonder around when using these glues.

Plastic glues tend to be very specific in the type of plastic that
they will act on, eg one suitable for styrene is not suitable for
other plastics such as delrin or PVC. Perhaps this is why some
manufacturers such as Bowser are now recommending that
super glue be used for their kits. Kerry then described a new
type of glue known as cyano-epoxy, which has been developed
for the US military as a means of assembling stealth aircraft —
to date, this is only available in very expensive, very small
quantities.

Finally, Kerry talked about joining wood pieces by screwing
into end grain — not a good idea since it is a very weak joint.
Where such a joint is unavoidable, use blocks or gussets to join
both pieces of wood inside the join or put dowels into the end
grain piece and then screw into that. Given his experience with
sheeting his new house, Kerry then extolled the virtues of a
screw gun, without which he would long ago have given up
putting up plaster board with a bad case of RSI!

Division 3 Victoria Grant McAdam

Photos by John Dennis

The July meeting of Division 3 was held at the home of Gavin
and Louise Hince at Clifton Hill. Members are always keen to
visit Gavin’s to see the progress on his indoor On3 layout and
his G scale garden layout. Unfortunately Gavin's work some
times takes him interstate and he had just retumed from a
recent four-month stint in Canberra. He had been back for a
couple of weeks which allowed him to check the operation of
the garden railway before our visit and several trains traversed
the circuit throughout the day. He had managed to make
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reasonable progress on his On3 layout before heading for
Canberra. The enforced stay away from home allowed him to
work on several projects for the layout. However he has
quickly discovered the need to take accurate measurements
because at least one of his nine buildings will need to be
modified to fit into the desired location. Many of the members
took the opportunity to run the layout. It makes use of Digitrax
DCC. with most of the
locomotives  fitted
with sound chips.
Some of the
.-, locomotives traveled
&' on parts of the layout
that they had not
previously  wisited
which  highlighted
.some problems with
_the track work and
clearances with the
Dunkirk not fitting under one of the bridges and 1t will need to
have its chimney lowered.

The day started out reasonably bright but as it progressed the
cloud came in keeping the temperature down but at least the
rain stayed away. So the sixteen members present spent the
day between Gavin’s lavout room, above his garage, and in the
garden. The formal part of the meeting was kept reasonably
brief with Grant M“Adam explaining about the operation of the
division to several prospective members and reminding the
members that the next meeting is at Geoff Trueman’s in
Hoppers  Crossing.
Maric Rapinett gave a
report on the recent
NMRA Convention in |
Sydney and explained
about the videos g
available for loan
from the Region’s
collection.

The items for display &
had a common theme
as the majority of SESSISEEES e <ed
them were works in progress rather than completed models.
Laurie Green, when not working on layouts, is now tending
toward assembling highly detailed dioramas. His latest in O
scale is of “Barlow Motors™ that features a garage and
associated yard. He also had the body of a small *A’ class
Climax. More O scale items were brought along by Grant
M°Adam who has been working on a single room school,
complete with typical school desks. He also brought along an
O scale Model “T* Ford 2-seater “runabout™ by IXO Models.
This company also produces several other period models and
their web site is at www.ixomodels.com. John Dennis brought
along a girder bridge for use in HOn30. Another advantage of
attending meetings is that there is wealth of experience on
hand. Rod Hutchinson
brought along a
Walther’s Gas-Electric
in HO that he had
painted with Steam Era
M® Models paint and he

= had problems with the
& finish, which was
B textured rather than
o smooth. Rod got
" several suggestions of
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how to overcome this problem. He also had a flier advertising
the pre-publication release of “Steam on the Lens™.

The Division 3 meetings keep going from strength to
strength. Twenty members and visitors attended the August
meeting at the home of Geoff Truman in Hoppers
Crossing. There were also half a dozen apologies from
members, so attendance's at meetings are up. Visitors are
encouraged to attend meetings to see if Division 3 of the
NMRA is for them. This try before you buy policy appears to
be working as some of the new members of Division 3 have
joined via this path. The weather was overcast but the rain
stayed away for most of the day. What can you expect after all
it is Melboumne and it is winter. Most of the members spent
the day in Geoff's family room that contains two layouts. The
first is in HO and is still under construction. The other is
Geoff’s contribution to the Sunbury Model Railway Club’s
modular On30 layout. It consists of two modules, one of
which features a station area and the other scenic country side.
The meeting part of the afternoon was once again kept brief to
allow the socialising to continue. Grant thanked Di and Geoff
Truman for their hospitality. Grant also explained about the
recent confusion over the meeting dates for Division 3. If there
is any doubt in your mind please either call Grant or the
meeting host to confirm the date for the meeting. Mario
Rapinett gave a brief report about the recent convention in
Sydney. He also is explained about the CD on the convention
and took orders. The video library is now in full operation in
Division 3. Those videos that were borrowed last month were
returned and many of them went out again. There were many
items for display this month. The mind was stimulated with
reading material from Rod Hutchinson (Australian wildlife
card, Australian Journal of Railway Modeling, Puffing Billy
book fair flier 15/9/02), Paul Richie (Mainline Modeler, Rhb
track plans, Rhb rolling stock plan book), John Dennis (Narrow
Gauge and Shortline Gazette Jul/Aug 02 — containing John's
photos of Kim Marsh’s layout No Hope Coast) and Grant
McAdam (Narrow Lines, Narrow Gauge & Industrial Railway
Modeling Review). Locomotives came from Steve Cullen
(converted Bachmann HO Baldwin to an 0-6-0T in On30) and
Ken Hughes (vertical boiler Class *A™ climax). Bob Backway
had a home-made rotary table chopper. “Barlow Motors™ a
highly detailed diorama in O scale by Laurie Green was
nearing completion. Paul Richie also brought an S scale
combine, HO Walthers wood caboose, and an S scale structure
by Crystal River of “Carlow Drapery Store”™. The items for
display are always a good way of stimulating discussion as the
members find out how different facets of the models were
constructed.

I was very pleased to see twenty three members and visitors in
attendance at the Seprember meeting of Division 3 held at the
home of John Dennis. Meeting attendance's now regularly
exceed twenty, which is a high percentage of the Division 3
membership. This was our second meeting held at John
Dennis” and since our last visit a number of changes have taken
place to his home layout. Parts of this layout formed parts of
the Dutton Bay Tramway that has been seen on the exhibition
circuit. The layout makes use of Easy DCC. Many of the
members present took the opportunity to run the layout. T am
sure there were trains in particular locations where they had
never been or intended to be and it will take John some time to
get things back into order. If there are any faults in a layout it
only takes visitors for them to appear and John was seen
adding to his list of items to be fixed during the day.

Concluded on page 15.

" PRODUCT REVIEW

PROTO 2000 SD-60M

MAINLINE

The SD60, powered by a 16 cyclinder engine and intended for

heavy duty drag operation incorporated a number of
improvements over the 50 series such as fuel efficiency,
additional radiator capacity and two speed cooling fans. The
most revolutionary improvement was the use of three separate
microcomputers. The computer age had finally influenced
locomotive design as these microcomputers now controlled
engine speed, fuel economy and interactive troubleshooting.
The SD60M introduced EMDs wide safety cab. It was first
produced with a three piece windshield and was later
redesigned with a two piece windshield. Four hundred
SD60M’s were produced for BN, Conrail, SO0 and UP. Most
are still in use today. The models tested were of the Union
Pacific and Burlington Northern liveries. A  big
disappointment to me is that although the locomotive is
designed for plug and play DCC, the fitted headlights are not
compatible with DCC. The loco cpmes with directional
1.5volt bulbs, provided that way to give constant brightness in
conjunction with a circuit board over the full speed range.
The constant brightness thing does not quite work though, as
headlamp fading is evident up to about half throttle before it
stabilises. To operate with DCC vou need to discard these 1.5

volt lamps and replace them with 12volt 40mA wversions or
alternatively fit Light Emitting Diodes. (LEDs) Admittedly
this is an easy job and requires no soldering. Although LEDs
are often criticised for being either excessively white or
containing too much blue, they are kinder to the DCC dniver
transistors in that they do not draw as much current nor do
they have the massive inrush current of a lamp. This inrush
current can destroy function transistors in the decoder if the
track is dirty, causing the light to turn on and off repeatedly.
As a bonus LEDs last a lot longer too, eliminating the
necessity to pull the body off for lamp replacement. For
modern diesels, the LED is more than suitable but filters
placed over the LED can better simulate the yellow effect of
older type headlights or those on steam locomotives.

The SD60M is presented with the chassis and body separated
in the box and comes with instructions for removing the two
major components from the box and fitting them together as
well as an exploded parts diagram and parts list. Lubrication
and bulb replacement is discussed as well as the conversion to
DCC. Included are user fitted detail parts such as a,
winterization hatch, sunshades, wind deflectors, ditchlight
lenses, snowplows, orange beacon and antennas. These are
fitted by drilling a #76 drill hole with a pin vice. It seems that
the detail packages are the same for all railroads but there are
no instructions as to what is to be fitted to what prototype. I
was disappointed that unlike the Kato SD 9043, the
ditchlights are non operating. Horn hook couplers are also
provided for the uninitiated. An all black crew is supplied
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fitted to the cab but there is no other cab detail. The detail of
these plastic models just gets better and better. Cut levers. air
hoses, close to scale handrails, also painted white at step
points, white edged steps and see through fan grilles on two of
the four cooling fans and fitted grab rails make this probably
the most detailed vet from LifeLike. Paint quality 1s good and
the decals are sharp.

The chassis, mounted with plenty of lead weighs in at 740
grams and contains the usual skew wound balanced armature
motor with dual machined flywheels The screw mounted
couplers need to be removed to fit the body and the trucks are
well detailed with sand pipes fitted. Atlas still seem to me to
lead the way in both truck and body detail. Aside, this is a
very fine locomotive and the biggest yet from LifeLike. It's a
smooth runner with excellent low speed characteristics as we
have come to expect from the plastic manufacturers. Full 12
volt stall current at 950mA is just within the range of
available 1 amp (1000maA) HO decoders. Average operating
current under load is just 360mA. Fitting of a decoder is a
simple process requiring a plug and play decoder. (I used an
NCE PNP decoder) The plug is removed from the circuit

board at the top of the chassis, the lamps are replaced with 12
volt 40mA lamps or LEDs and then the existing constant
voltage headlight circuit board (held with 2 screws) is
removed and can be discarded. A recommendation worth
considering. If vou run DCC, then use lamps of a higher
voltage than 12. 14 volt lamps run a lot cooler and will last
longer too. Owerall, this is a nice locomotive. A combination
of detail features from Atlas, Kato and Proto 2000 in the one
locomotive would be just perfect. One day?
What's available?

SO0 Line

Union Pacific 3 numbers

BN & BNSF

Aus Price approx $155




~ PRODUCT REVIEW
BROADWAY LIMITED HO NYC 4—6—4

The New York Central
is where the Hudson

locomotive was
designed and tested.
It's development was
due to the increase in
passenger business on
the NYC. In the mid |
1920s longer trams
were required and the £
existing motive power

could not handle more than 12 cars. There was a need for a
passenger locomotive which had the capability of pulling 16 to 18
cars. In 1926, the new chief mechanical engineer, Paul Kiefer,
designed a 4-6-4 locomotive that had greater starting tractive effort
and the ability not only of pulling longer trains but also of
maintaining higher speeds. The first Hudson arrived 1927 and the
last in 1939. The NYC numbered them in consecutive order starting
at 5200 and even renumbered the ones on its subsidiaries so that
there was an unbroken string of numbers that reached 5474. Of the
275 Hudsons in the fleet, 13 were streamlined. Number 5344 was
the world's first streamlined locomotive having had its shroud
installed in 1934. In 1945, after a grade crossing accident with a
sand truck in East Chicago the shrouding was removed. From the
very first Hudson,
number 5200, there
were many design
improvements. The
Class J-ls had five
different design levels.
Class J-2 had three.
The final Class of
Hudsons (J-3) were
vastly different from
the previous classes
and were constantly
being improved. The
NYC was the pioneer
of the 4-6-4 wheel
arrangement and ultimately used nearly 56% of all the Hudsons ever
produced. Many consider the Hudson to have been the most
beautiful steam locomotive ever buili. Unfortunately, the NYC did
not save even one for posterity. Broadway Limited, associated with
Oriental Limited a brass importer, is a new US importer
manufacturer and promises to take model railroading to the next
level. A major claim indeed. The first of 3 promised locomotives is
now available in the form of the famous NYC Jle 4-6-4 Hudson.
The plastic-and-metal ready-to-run locomotive features a built-in
decoder that automatically senses if a DCC signal is present across
the rails and automatically switches to either DCC or conventional
DC operation, whichever is appropriate and has sound for both. Yes,
that is correct. Sound for both. Comparable with Soundtraxx for
sound quality this decoder designed by Qantum Sound (QSI) has
many different features not found with Soundiraxx including
adjustable levels for individual sounds such as bell and whistle.
Another unique and nice touch is the Doppler effect of sound from a
passing locomotive. This Doppler intensity changes with speed.
Additional sounds such as Chuff , Whistle, Bell, Squealing brakes/
flanges, Air let off (in neutral), Air pumps (in neutral), Water sounds
(in neutral - blow down, pop off & injector) and Blower Hiss are
heard through the two on-board speakers. A slave provision in the
decoder mutes the whistle and bell for double heading. Pickup from
the track is good from both the loco and tender with both sides of
the drivers conducting and two of the three tender wheels from one
truck conducting and the other two from the other truck. Additional
features such as individual sound level adjustment is possible
through clever use of CVs as the NMRA allocation of CVs is some
what restrictive. Front and rear lights are white LEDs and the
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headlight has a dim
function. Other
features of the QSI
decoder include Back
EMF where speed
will be constant
regardless of load
together with
excellent low speed
response. Now this is
where things get
different. There was a hitch with the prototype locomotive when
used on the NCE program track although this is fixed in the
production run. Built in to the decoder is a voice response system so
when you successfully program a CV on the Main, the decoder
speaks back to you with the loaded value. Isn’t that unique? The
decoder also has 11 built in speed tables. Should satisfy most needs.
Analogue DC mode sound is achieved by restricting movement from
the motor until the volts reach a certain level. At about 4 volts on the
track the sound springs to life. This 4 volt mark is considered neutral
and as long as you don’t go below it, the sound and lights will be
present. Increase the volts a little more and the loco starts to move.
If you’re using a DCC throttle, you blow the whistle and ring the
bell using the appropriate function buttons, just as with previous
DCC sound decoders. On a DC layout, however, the chip makes a
clever assumption — that you don’t want to reverse the locomotive
when it’s running at any speed. It therefore lets you blow the whistle
or ring the bell using only the reversing switch on a standard power
pack. Move it to “reverse™ and hold it to blow the whistle; move it
to reverse and quickly back to forward and it triggers the bell. If you
really want to reverse the engine, just bring it to a stop, then operate
the reversing switch. Simple as that! Oh, yes — as vou ease the
Hudson to a stop, you hear the brakes squeal.

Summary of features, Powerful 5-pole can motor with flywheel,
Die-cast locomotive chassis, Die-cast tender chassis, Detailed tender
underbody. Plated bell & whistle, Deck plate from cab to tender.
Many exceptional prototypical added-on details like piping and
appliances, Prototypical cab interior, including backhead, etc.
Operating headlight Directional backup light Constant speed
control - keeps speed constant up or down hill, load independent.
Authentic paint scheme and correct locomotive numbers Magnetic

knuckle coupler on tender RP-25 contour on drivers and wheels
Will operate on Codes 70, 83, 100 rail and can be operated on
minimum 16" radius curves. There is unfortunately only a dummy
coupler on the pilot, disappointing given the consist slaving feature.
The production model has provision for an operating coupler. Next
to be produced will be one of the Pennsylvania Railroad's finest
steam locomotives - M1a 4-8-2 and M1b 4-8-2. to be followed by a
Norfolk & Western Class "A" 2-6-6-4 early 2003 and E7A & B
diesels. All will feature the same dual sound facility. This is one
nice locomotive and | particularly look forward to the 2-6-6-4 when
it is released. What's currently available from the US? (Australia /
New Zealand unknown at this stage.)

NYC Road number 5343 , 5344 & Unlettered
Discounted Price $250 US
It’s very hard not to be impressed with this ‘revolutionary’
locomotive. You'll want one! Believe me!
David Jupp
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Steep grades and heavy coal trains were the rule on the
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway's Allegheny Subdivision. By 1940,
the road's aging H-7 2-8-8-2s (built in 1923-24) were getting

CHESAFEZAKE & QIO

and the really old unit motors complete with rolled mesh brushes
protruded into the cab. Pickup from the tender on one side of the
track was through a spring and pin affair in the drawbar. The

expensive to maintain. When C&O began looking for a
replacement, Lima Locomotive Works proposed an all-new 2-6-
-6 H-8 articulated locomotive. Designed for speed and power,
the design had 67" drivers, a monstrous firebox measuring 9 x
15" and an overall weight for engine and tender of 1,197,400
pounds heavier than Alco's soon-to-be-famous 4-8-8-4 "Big
Boy." Behind the loco was an equally huge tender carrying
25,000 gallons of water and 25 tons of coal. To fit C&O's 113
turntables, the rear of the tender was raised, putting more weight
on the rear truck and requiring a fourth set of wheels. C&O
named the behemoth "Allegheny" to honor the mountain range
where they would scon be working. The C & O took delivery of
60 H-8 class 2-6-6-6 locomotives, delivered in 4 groups between
1941 and 1948. These locomotives, amongst the largest and
most powerful in the world ever built, were used for hauling coal
from Hinton, West Virginia to Clifton Forge, Virginia, a distance
of about 80 miles. The last 15 delivered were lighter than the
previous ones and were used on the relatively flat line from
Russell in Kentucky to Walbridge Ohio. The locomotive could
produce 7500HP from 260psi pressure.

Now, on the 60th anniversary of the delivery of the first of these
magnificent machines, Rivarossi has unveiled the first all-plastic

HO Scale model worthy of the name "Allegheny."

The long awaited HO model Allegheny 2-6-6-6 was released late
last year and first impressions are that this locomotive is indeed
the finest ever from Rivarossi. Although plastic bodied, it has
great detail, really smooth running, low starting voltage with
excellent low speed control and mid range running stability.
Under tight curves, the Allegheny negotiated the punishing tight
radius curves without signs of any problem. Movements through
number 6 Peco turnouts at all speeds were uneventful.

Having many Rivarossi articulateds in my collection, I was
suspicious of the engineering of the latest offering. That has
fortunately proven to be unfounded. They have done a great job
with the latest drive from a can motor, flywheel and gearbox.
Initially, pickup from the tenders of the late Challengers were
simply to run the directional tender light. There were minimal
pickup driver wheels, two only in fact and the spring
mechanisms connecting the wheel pickups to the motor were
weak and too few. Wear resulted in deteriorating performance
that proved disastrous. Earlier locomotives had non-can motors
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spring weakened from short circuits and wear and then hey
presto, running problems. Was I expecting too much with this
newest model? Well I am pleased to say that although same
spring contacts press against the driving wheels there are more
of them and the tender has pickup as de the front and rear trucks
of the loco. Unreliability should therefore be a thing of the past.
All drivers are powered and there are 13 wheels picking up
current. Three wires run between the loco and tender via a plug.
A DCC ready to run NMRA socket in the boiler is provided and
plenty of room for just about any decoder on the market. If you
want sound then the speaker will have to be fitted in the tender.
Construction is of plastic and metal and the loco will negotiate
16 radius curves without the supplied press fit brake shoes
installed. These are part of a detail pack. A short non-
prototypical cab is installed (required for the sharp radius) and a
scale length cab is provided. This cannot be used on sharp radius
curves because of the roof overhang. The cab is easily fitted and
attached with a screw. Headlights are directional and a red LED
in the firebox simulates the fire. It is also possible adjust the fire
grate cover. As mentioned, a bag of extra detailing parts is
supplied. The model weighs in at over 1lb 7oz without the tender
and is 17" long. One point I did not like was the use of traction
tyres. The tyres are fitted on the middle axle of the rear drivers
and together with the weight make for pulling nearly 170 cars on
the flat. The weight alone of the loco though should be sufficient
without tyres to pull substantial loads. At some stage they will
need to be replaced which could prove troublesome. Authentic
Blackened ‘I" Beam Style Valve Gear is fitted and there are
working knuckle couplers on pilot & tender. Hom Hook
couplers are included in the accessory pack. There are opening
tender water hatches complete with tank interior details and a
fully detailed & painted cab interior. Optional etched metal
builder's plates are included for self-fitting. The cab windows
also slide open and closed. The locomotive comes in a realistic
matte black finish and the razor-sharp lettering & striping
appears prototypical. It is packed in an attractive, protective
display / storage box complete with history and instruction
booklet and a numbered Certificate of Authenticity suitable for
framing. The loco runs smoothly at all speeds and was tested on
code 100 track. The drivers are slightly undersized specifically
for swing action (typical of articulated models) and the ash pan
over the trailing truck on the prototype is missing on the model
but could easily be manufactured from styrene and fitted.
However all aside this is a great model from Rivarossi, without
doubt, the best they have ever done and rivals some of the brass
available for detail. Available exclusively through Walthers in
the US, a Timber and Glass display cabinet is also available at
extra cost.

What's Available?

C & O Allegheny #1633

Australian Retail price approximately $900

David Jupp

Page 13



" PRODUCT REVIEW
ATHEARN GENESIS F-3

2 ;,i_"

For the transition era fan, collector and modeler, Genesis has introduced
their F Series locomotives. Santa Fe the most famous of all roads with
this Classic Diesel, received its first F-37s in Movember 1946. Deliveries
continued into 1949 when the F-3 was superseded by the F-T now
wearing the famous red and silver Warbonnet paint scheme. The F-3"s
were subject to continuous improvement. Early units featured the classic
F-3 phase 1 appearance of raised radiator fans and slotted- type
Dynamic Braking roof openings, “chicken wire™ screens, and three
portholes on the sides of both A and B units. The F-7 had the car body
side appearance, but retained the F-3 style fans and D/B openings. They
were delivered with single headlights, but many safety conscious roads
installed a rotating Mars light in the upper casing, and a new headlight
g . | housing was added
] ' to the nose door.
—These locomotives
~ represent the
Spinnacle of

and drive
operation. Every F
Series locomotive
features the
- G e n e s i s
Millennium II drive
system with German Buhler 5 pole can motor, blackened silver wheels,
cab interiors, micro-sharp paint finishes, true-to-prototype lettering,
stainless steel grills, etched fan housings, metal handrails and grab irons,
and prototypical number boards. Features of the Athearn Genesis F-
Series include. State-of-the-art tooling for body and accurate detail
changes to suit the road represented. Blackened solid mickel silver
wheels with comrect profile are used. A constant directional lighting
Circuit board can be removed and replaced with DCC decoder. Photo-
efched stainless steel gnlls on side of locomotive Photo-etched fan
housings on top of locomotive Cab interior Metal handrails and grab
irons Detailed fuel tank The F-
~ 3 / F-7 built by EMD is the
* classic Diesel of the 50s. Even
 against the big horsepower
- modern diesels, they still look
beautiful and they probably
always will such is the classic
shape of the cab.

f This latest Genesis model
" captures the elegant look of the
prototype as well as all the
subtle detailing which make
these units unique. For example
§ on the UP versions, 1410 had a
- red emergency lamp front end

top and a single headlamp
below. 1449 had the upper red emergency lamp and dual headlights on
above the other in the lower casing. Headlamps also have reflectors so
they are quite bright. 1.5 volt lamps are fitted which need to be replaced
if DCC is to be installed. Available in “A™ only and “A & B" units in
numerous roads this Genesis series locomotive impresses as soon as it is
taken from the box. A big disappointment in that there were no
instructions of any sort in some of the packaging. One unit had
documentation, two other units did not. Decumentation is however
available on the Internet if you have that connection. Why this happened
puzzles me but it seems to be quality control related. This is not a cheap
locomotive and some will shudder at the price but Genesis have done a
great job. This is not a toy looking model. At $279 Australian for an

“A unit and $439 for the “A & B” set it is now comparable with Atlas
and Kato prices. You won't be disappointed though, this is a very good
locomotive. Probably the best ever from Genesis. Detail which includes
very fine see through stainless steel grills are temperature sensitive and
can buckle slightly with heat but return to their “normal” shape with the
reduction in temperature. I haven’t seen the problem, but it is mentioned
in a sticker on the plastic packaging. The grills look really good. The
handrails and grabs too are very fine as are the fine lift rings on the roof.
Windscreen wipers are the slimmest [ have seen and even finer than
most brass models. The cab is detailed but contains no crew. October
Model Railroader magazine
features an article on how to detail -
the cab however it’s hard to see a -
crew through the small windows :fl
yvou decide to man the cab.
Radiator fans on the roof are see
through with visible blades. The
number plate on the front of the
Missouri Pacific version in
stainless steel is wvery authentic
looking. Each railroad model has
subtle differences and different
style headlights, with the UP 8
version having the double lights &
red at the fop. Strangely enough
the top Red light operates when
the loco runs in reverse. Truck detail is good complete with visible brake
shoes. Close fitting knuckle couplings are fitted at the rear of the “A”
and both ends of the “B”. An elongated knuckle is fitted at the front.
When connected as an “ABA™ These lock really good. “B” units are
also powered.

The body is easily removed once you have the instructions and have
deciphered them. It is located by tabs and only the front coupler needs
to be removed before access is obtained. The body is tethered to the
chassis by the lamp wires as the bulbs are glued to their respective
locations. The units weigh in at 502 grams and provide good pulling
power. A printed circuit board sits above the skew wound twin flywheel
motor and contains the constant brightness [/ directional switching
diodes. The constant brightness thing works better than the Lifelike
attempis and illuminates at about 1.5 volts and reaches full brightness at
2.5 volts. but the loco didn’t start to move until 4.5 volts were present
across the track. This board is easily removed and replaced with any
suitable decoder. This is not a plug and play unit and the decoders will
need to be soldered. A decoder with lighting effects makes the Mars
Light on the UP version quite authentic looking,.

Slow speed running is excellent with pickup from all wheels and it is
smooth and quiet with plenty of pulling power. An “ABA™ consist had
no trouble pulling 40 NMRA weighted wagons up a 1% grade at just
above the slowest speed setting on level track. On a single unit, full 12
volts stall current is 1000 mA and normal running average load current
draw i1s 300 mA. An HO 1.3 amp DCC decoder will be required but as
mentioned, get one with Mars simulation. Expect average current draw
on an ABA consist to average 1000 mA.

Whats available?
F3 NYC, SF Freight and Passenger, Southern, L'V, UP, (Also available
in ABB yet to be released) MP, B & Maine, SP "Black Widow", CB&Q.
F7 SF Warbonnet, Pen, D&ERGW, B&O, GN, B & Maine, RI Passenger
and Freight, CB&Q. Price Australian (Road name Dependant) “A”
5279 “A & B” 5439 to $499

David Jupp

November 2002
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Continued from page 10.

The day was overcast but fortunately the rain stayed away. The day
was spent between John’s train shed and back verandah. The formal
part of the meeting was kept brief to allow the socialising to
continue. Grant M°Adam thanked John and his family for hosting
this meeting and reminded the members that we would soon be
setting the dates for the coming year. The exchange of videos from
the library was very active once again.

There were a large selection of items on display this month. Grant
M“Adam had copies of the photographs of the models by John

Hunter that he had taken at the previous meeting as well as
the books “Colour Schemes for Old Australian Houses™
and “Australian House Styles”. Other items to stimulate
® the mind came from Rod Hutchinson in the form of the
§ books “Bush Tram to the Mill”, “Echoes Through the Tall
S Timber” plus an assortment of dual gauge Tillig
trackwork. Peter MacDonald has recently returned from
an extended holiday where he picked up a QR screw
coupler, assorted Ghan track spikes and a telegraph
insulator. The modeling side was not forgotten with Steve
| Cullen bringing along a timber supply car; Laurie Green a
8 scratchbuilt O scale steam engine and boiler destined for a
® new saw mill diorama; and John Hunter with an O scale
£ hotel. (See page 2) Our electronics guru, Bob Backway
had a DCC decoder programmer.

SYDNEY zooa

EASTER WEEKEND, Sat. 19th & Sun. 20th,

at TARA ANGLICAN SCHOOL FOR GEH S
Mason Drive. North Parramatta. NSW 2151

PRESENTED BY THE NARROW GAUGE S.I.G.
~ OF THE NMRA AUSTRALASIAN REGION.

INSPIRING MODELING
NARROW GAUGE CONVENTIONS HAVE BECOME NOTED
FOR THE QUALITY OF MODELS AND DISPLAYS

A FULL RANGE OF CONTESTS
IN MANY SCALES & GAUGES

PROTOTYPE & MODEL CLINICS
BY LOCAL AND OVERSEAS PRESENTERS INCLUDING
MODELER, AUTHOR & FILM MAKER
BOONE MORRISON

SEE THE LAST TRAIN RUN ON THE
RED STAG LUMBER CO.

plhus see
A SELECTION OF
NEW NARROW GAUGE LAYOUTS

TRADE STANDS & MANUFACTURERS
WILL PROVIDE A DIVERSE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE
PRODUCTS
SPONSERS INCLUDE: ZIMBLER, AUS DISTRIBUTORS FOR
WOODLAND SCENICS AND BACHMANN
NARROW GAUGE AND SHORTLINE GAZETTE; THE RAILCAR;
NARROW GAUGE DOWN UNDER; 1AN LYNDSAY MODELS; MODEL
WORKS AUSTRALIA; GREG WALDRON SCALE MODELS,

SPECTACULAR
AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION

WEEKEND REGISTRATION §70.00
BEFORE 28/2/03 — $75.00 THEREAFTER

LUNCHES INCLUDED
OPTIONAL ROVING ROAST DINNER ON SATURDAY EVENING

ATTENDANCE IS BY PRE REGISTRATION ONLY. =
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT CO CONVENORS:
GEOQFF NOTT - 02 9630-7628 or RAY WALTER — 02 9631-1476

or visit our web site
www.geocities.comiaustnarrowgaugeconvention
e-mail: austnarrowgaugeconvention@yahoo.com.au
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During the mid-1990s, Union
Pacific’s Mechanical Department
stepped forward to embrace a new
breed of high horsepower
locomotive, ordering the 6000hp
ACB000CW from GE (UP calls these
CB0Acs). Mot since Union Pacific
took delivery of the DD40X
Centennials in 1871 has the railroad
embraced the concept of G000
horsepower under the hood of a
single locomotive. While GE's

6000hp locomotive is impressive, it
has been the 425,000lb 80 ft long
SD90MAC-H that has caught
peoples attention.

General Motors announced
in the mid-1990s their intention to
build both 5000hp {(SD8OMAC) and
6000hp (SD90OMAC) locomotives
using a common chassis. The
SDB0OMAC was to use the existing
710G series engine with 20
cylinders, but the SDIOMAC was to
be the first to use the new
GM16V265H or “H" engine. As the
new engine was still under
development, GM stated that they
could provide an SDI0OMAC with the
existing 710 series engine (rated at
4300hp) and when the new “H"
engine was ready, shop the
locomatives for a swap-out. Not only
is the new "H" engine GM's first
power unit to reach 6000hp in a
single unit (the DD40AX used two

higher tractive effort. EMD has stated
that “one SD90MAC-H can replace
two SD40-2s in both heavy haul and
high speed freight operations,
achieving a 16% improvement in fuel
efficiency over an SD40-2's, 16-
B645E3B engine.”

Apart from being very long
locomotives, the SD0OMACs are
noticeably different in design to
earlier units. The dynamic brakes
which used to be housed above the

engine in locomotives up to the Dash
2 series, were moved to behind the
cab on the SDE80. These have now
been moved to a separate
compartment at the far rear end of
the long hood behind the radiators.
These radiators are flared out similar
to the old SD45s. Differences

between the 4300hp SD90/43MAC
and the 6000hp SD9OMAC-H are
minor. On the SD90/43MAC, the

3300hp engine blocks) it is also HEE

GM's first 4 cycle diesel engine.
To differentiate

between 6000hp and 4300hp

SD90OMACs, GM named the “H" E

engine units as SD90MAC-H,
retaining SDOOMAC for the 4300hp
units. The SDYOMAC-H is currently
the most powerful railroad locomotive
available. Though it has the same
horsepower as the General Electric

section between the cab and
radiators is flat; the top of the
SDAOMAC-H is slanted. April 1999
saw the first SDOOMAC-H units
delivered in “Phase II" (8522 and
above) with a new nose design which
increases the height of the crew
access door and also uses window
glass the same size and shape as
used in contemporary GE units.

Union Pacific ordered 25 so-
called “convertible” SD90MACSs
(numbers 8000 — 8024) for delivery
in late 1995 [ early 1996, and soon
increased this by another 50
{(numbers 8025 — 8074) to be
delivered before the end of 1996. At
around the same time (late 19986),
GM assembled the first two 6000hp
SDY90MAC-Hs, although they were
used for extensive testing before
being passed to UP.

UP’s SDO0OMAC units are all
numbered in the 8000s. The 4300hp
units are numbered from 8000
upwards, but originally, the 6000hp
units were to be numbered after
them starting from 8160.

The first UP SD90MAC-H,
UP 8160 was built in August 1996,
without its engine, and displayed at
the Railway Supply Association
Chicago trade show during

September 14 — 16, 1996 then
returned to EMD's La Grange, lllinois

facility for completion, final checkout

and testing. It was held at EMD as a
test bed for SDY0OMAC-H concept
and design. In the meantime UP
placed orders for additional 4300hp
units, eventually acquiring a total of
309 (8000 — 8308) with the last

arriving in December 1998. Because
of this, the first 6000hp unit was
assigned number UP 8200 for a time,
but it was renumbered directly from
UP8160 to UP 8500 when finally
delivered to the UP in August 1998.

installed at VMV Enterprises,
Paducah, Kentucky during
September 1988, and it was released
from VMV October 10, 1898.

UP 8160 was renumbered
directly to 8500, however the next
few SDIOMAC-H units actually
preceded 8160/8500 in delivery
amriving on the property between
August 1996 and May 1997 as
8201 — 8207. All had operated as
pre-production (prototype) units for
EMD between 1996 and 1998 and all
were renumbered 8501 - 8507
during 1998.

One unit in particular, the
8204 was painted in a special blue,
white and black livery for display at
EMDs 75™ anniversary display at La
Grange, lllincis in 1997. Operated as
EMDX 8204, then as EMDX 8504
until September 1998, it was moved
to MVM for upgrade during May
1998, and released in full UP livery

on September 26, 1998.
T 1 3 EMDX 8504
& i ek a % along with

8502, 8503
: and 8505
L were tested at
high altitude
on UP’'s
Moffat Tunnel
route in early

1998. Before delivery to the UP,
8504 received standard UP armour
yellow and harbour mist grey paint.
The first eight pre-production
UP SD90MAC-Hs, built in 1996 and
1997, spent considerable time
testing at EMD’s La Grange plant,
and on both the UP and the AAR test
___track near
®=P yueblo,
~ Colorado. UP
8500 - 8504
were sent to

Kentucky in
= carly June
S 1998, to be
= reconfigured to
imatch the
' production
SDROMACHPNssel  ygrsion, with UP
8500 coming to VMV from La Grange
in September. UP 8501, 8503, 8504
were released from VMV and
delivered to UP during October with
UP 8500 and 8502 remaining at VMV
for additional testing.

In late December 1298, all of
the UP's SD90MAC-H units
operating on Union Pacific were
recalled by EMD for further design
improvements. It was rumoured that
many of the problems with the new

“H" engine were actually computer
problems. Further, UP was rumoured
to be considering canceling
additional orders and shifting the
AFE money to GE for their 6000hp
units.

From mid-June to mid-duly
1998, UP received its first production
examples of the SD90MACs,
numbered UP 8508 — 8511. An
additional 50 units, through UP 8561,
were delivered throughout 1999. The
first seven, UP 8508 — 8514, were
assembled by Super Sieel
Schenectady, at Schenectady, New
York.

UP uses the term SDO0AC
instead of EMD's SD90OMAC-H
(8500 — 8561) and makes no
distinction between these and the
SDOOMAC-H lls (8522 — 8581) in
designating their EMD 6000hp AC

UNION PACIFIC GE ACG000CW

Continued on Page 18

NEWS RELEASE

Bombardier Transportation,
manufacturer of Amtrak's Acela electric
train-sets on the Mortheast Corridor,
officially unveiled mid October its non-
electric  high-speed rail locomotive
designed for proposed high-speed
corridors in other parts of North America.
Headquartered in Montreal, Canada,
Bombardier Transportation,
manufactures 20 intercity and high-
speed products, including seven high-
speed locomotives. Bombardier has
participated in the development many
high-speed rail systems, including four
different TGVs, the ICE trains used in
Germany and the Metherlands. Iltaly's
ETR 500, China's Xinshisu, Spain's
Talgo and America's Acela.

Bombardier showed off it's “JetTrain”
locomotive at Union Station in
Washington D.C., calling it the first 150-
mile-per-hour non-electric  locomotive
designed for the US continent. The
locomotive is powered by a 5000HP gas
turbine jet engine derived from a Pratt &
Whitney PW 150. It calls JetTrain the
first high-speed, non-electric locomotive
designed for the Morth American market
and uses a turbine engine o generate
power, instead of the diesel engine used

in nearly all locomotives in Morth
America for the past 40 years. According
to a company release, the new
locomotive meets all MNorth American
standards for high-speed rail. The
initiative to build the locomotive was
launched in 1998 as a public-private
development parinership between
Bombardier Transportation and the
Federal Railroad Administration. Among
its performance features, the locomotive
is 20 percent lighter than a conventional
diesel unit with twice the acceleration. It
has already undergone extensive low
and high-speed dynamic tesiing as part
of the Bombardier’FRA research and
development program.
Bombardier believes its 240-kilometres-

an-hour JetTrain is the answer 1o
providing high-speed rail service
throughout North America using existing
track and without the prohibitive cost of
electrifying rail networks.

However, as Bombardier Transportation
executives showed off the 21-metre-long
prototype to authorities at Washington's
Union Station on Tuesday, Amirak
officials could be excused for a certain
skepficism. Amtrak and Bombardier are
in a nasty legal battle over the trouble-
plagued Acela Express high-speed
electric train recently introduced on the
northeast corridor linking Boston, New
York and Washington.

There has been a rash of train delays
and breakdowns with Acela, the first
high-speed train service in North
America. Amtrak ordered 18 from
Bombardier and its French pariner
Alstom, and 15 have been delivered.

Although the train is popular thanks to its
speed and comfort, Amtrak has vowed
never to buy another.

The use of Gas Turbines is not new.
Union Pacific was a big user of Gas
Turbine locomotives generating up to
10,000HP for freight manifests. They
replaced the 4-8-8-4 Big Boys.

AC6000CW, the SDIOMAC-H has a
Page 16

A new 6000hp “H" series engine was
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locomotives, and SD2043AC instead
of EMD's SD90MAC to designate
their 4300hp AC locomotives (8000 —
8308). Currently UP’s SDS0OMAC-Hs
are to be found system wide,
although, along with other AC units,
they are especially suited for heawvy,

slow trains such as coal from the
Powder River Basin. All-told, with its
size, horsepower and rugged
utilitarian design, the SD90MAC-H is
an impressive locomotive.

Lately UP has reportedly had
problems with ride quality and the
8500 series SD90Acs have been
taken off intermodal trains, and when
leading, the units are restricted to
60mph. Until all of the problems are
corrected, the “convertible”
SD2043Acs are likely to receive the
new “H" engine.

The SDI90OMAC-H Phase I
weighs in at 425,000ibs, 158" high,
80" 2" long, has a top speed of
75mph and develops 170,000lbs
continuous tractive effort and
200,000lbs starting tractive effort.
Power is delivered to the rails
through HTCR Il Radial Trucks with
45" diameter wheels with 3" thick
rims for increased life. High tech in
every detail, computers control
almost every onboard function. Even
an electric parking brake replaces
the old manual parking brake. The
new generation ‘whisper cab’ isolates
the cab from the underframe
structure utilizing rubber mounts,
reducing sound levels and whole
body vibration and features desk
style electronic console.

General Electiric
Transportation Systems announced
in the mid-1990s that they intended
to build a breed of extremely high
horsepower locomotives scooping
EMD by several months. This
became the ACBO00CW. (UP calls
them the CB0AC) At 425,000
pounds, the 76 foot long GE
ACB000CW is also a massive
locomotive. Fitted with a standard
MNorth American Cab, the GE

Page 18

ACB000CW's principal spotting
feature, aside from its length is the
massive cooling system radiator
array that extends outward from the
rear sides of the unit and sweeps
back over the rear deck.

GE's new 7HDL 16 cylinder, twin-
- turbocharged,
~ electronically
fuel-injected
=  engine delivers
- 6250hp to the
i = alternator of the

! making it the
highest
horsepower
production
freight
locomotive in the world.
This 7HDL diesel engine is designed
and manufactured for higher
horsepower, greater fuel efficiency,
lower emissions, improved reliability
and easier maintenance. Elastic
mounts isclate the engine and
alternator from the platform to reduce
induced vibration. This isolation
reduces
S stress on
f locomotive
components
and creates a
m o r e
=s comfortable
g environment
for operators.
High-tech
throughout,
separate,
computer
controlled
inverters — one per axle — regulate
the AC traction motors for high-
performance control. This single
inverter per axle technology assures
maximum tractive effort independent
of wheel diameter variation. It offers
the most reliable adhesion to the rail
in all weather conditions. GE's new
“ICON" control system seamlessly
integrates locomotive electronics
with train control functions serving as
a platform for electronic braking and
distributed power capabilities.

Union Pacific’'s first ten
ACB000CW locomotives were
constructed in 1996, as prototypes
and test units for GE. Numbered
7000 — 7009, they remained in GE's
possession until mid — 1998. In
accordance with UP’s system
renumbering plan, they were
renumbered from the 7000 series to
the 7500 series, in order, by GE
during 1998 — 2000 at its factory in

Early GE ACS000CW Test Unat

November 2002

Erie, Pennsylvania, upon installation
of upgraded engines.

Starting in the third quarter
of 1998, UP began taking delivery of
production C60Acs, numbered above
the originals from 7510 on up. Units
7555 to 7559 were completed by GE
during Movember and December
2000, but were held for additional
testing and not delivered to UP until
January 2000. All units in this final
batch are painted with UP’s new
“Wings” image, including the
lightning stripe colour separation line.
While orders were originally
projected to reach number 7614,
number 7579 has been the last one
to be received to date.

Similar to EMD’s SD90/43
program, General Electric also
offered a “convertible”
AC4400/6000CW locomotive rated at
4380hp. UP’s first C44/60ACs,as UP
calls them, were delivered between
Novemebr 1995 and September
1996, numbered 7010 — 7079. A
second order of C44/60AC, delivered
between March and May 1998 are
numbered 7300 — 7335. Similar in
appearance to the ACE000CWSs, the
C44/60ACs have one exhaust stack
instead of two side by side on the
6000hp units. While the C44/60ACs
were indeed designed to be
converted, the high cost of making
the conversions has made the
possibility wvery unlikely. Several
sources at the UP have indicated
that these 4300hp locomotives from
GE will remain at their original ratings
throughout their operational lives.

UP’s fleet of C60ACs have

== Eri

Early GE ACB000CW Test Unit

been features of the heavy haul coal
business from both the Powder River
Basin and the Colorado Rockies.
More recently, a number of 7500s
have been turning up on the
Canadian Pacific in through unit train
service. As of writing, there has been
one casualty in the UP's fleet. The
first UP7511 suffered fire damage on
June 7, 1999. The cause of the fire
was determined to be warranty
related and upon retirement on June
16, 1999, the unit was shipped back

MAINLINE
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to GE at Erie, PA. The damage was repaired and the unit
was repainted to GE's red and grey scheme and
renumbered to GECX 6002 in April 2000. UP 7511 (2™
was delivered to UP on January 7, 2001, as a warranty
replacement for the fire damaged UP7511 (1%). This unit
is painted in the new “Wings” image, including the new
lightning stripe colour separation lipe.

A final note on UP’'s experiment with the 6000hp
locomotive: while these units have attracted much
attention, undergone extensive testing and seen
considerable road service, the curtailment of the
ACB000CW order and the recent massive orders for
SD70s by the Union Pacific seems to indicate that the
road is taking a different course. Much like the fleet of
SD-40s of the past several decade, it appears that the
SD70 will become the standard locomotive on the UP for
some time to come. While UP always seems to be willing
to push the envelope in locomotive development, it
appears that for the no-non-sense day-to-day operation
of the railroad, UP will continue to rely on proven,

SDOOMAC H

THE RAILCAR

The Source for US Narrow
Gauge in Australia.

Scratchbuilding supplies.
Craftsman type kits.
Extensive range of detail parts.
Rolling stock.

41 Shakespeare Drive
WINMALEE NSW 2777
02-4754 2880
railcar@hunterlink.net.au
www.railcar.com.au
Herna or Paul Ward

Address:

- Ph/Fax:
E-mail:
Website:
Contact:

All enquiries welcome.
Phone, fax and e-mail orders welcome.
Credit cards — Visa, Mastercard & Bankcard

AC 6000 CW

AC 6000 CW

Tncreese Lube
0d Filtration:

Ircagral Fusl Tank AC Lgtor Deve
With Hagh lmpact Ax

Pechection Addiioral At

medium range technology.

ﬁaﬂkﬁ lﬂfﬁ:ﬁ Hm{?ﬂ Pacg"ic Hw?ﬂmd Sﬁm{}?mrd aurhor
Don Zimmerman for permission io use this article.
Phatos by Don Zimmerman. Cab interior by George Faithorn

These fine models by John Hunter, Division 3.
Photos Mario Rapinett
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Lock: for these New Praducts.

Atlas Decoder equipped HO Locomotives C424/5, H15-44 & H16-44 SR T
with Red/Green marker LEDs. N %
Trix HO Caboose, Box Cars and Hoppers all in Union Pacific livery. \ !
Digitrax DCC Block Signaling Control. {/ AN
W

Proto 2000 Heritage Series 2-8-4 Locomotive.
Kato GE C44-9W "Dash 9" DCC ready new run.
Kato Corrugated Business Cars.

Kato EMD SD7TOMAC new run.

Train Control Systems DCC Sound Decoders coming 2003? Fact or
Fiction!

Train Control Systems decoder to suit old Atlas Locos.

American Model Builders HO Dabler Mill Craftsman Kit. (Look for a
review on this detailed kit next issue)

CC Crow adding Laser cut models'to his famous Hydrocal Castings.
Broadway Limited HO PRR 4-8-4 with inbuilt sound DC and DCC.
Broadway Limited HO Norfolk & Western Norfolk & Western 4-6-6-4
with inbuilt sound DC and DCC.

Broadway Limited HO EMD Streamliners E7A followed by “B™ with
inbuilt sound DC and DCC.

Broadway Limited Pennsylvania 4-4-4-4. T1 Duplex diecast with full sound.

Broadway Limited Pennsylvania GG-1 Electric full die-cast construction with full sound!

Proto 2000 just announced more E8/9 A+B Sets.

Rivarossi Big Boy 4-8-8-4 #4023 with the same internal mechanism as the Allegheny.

Athearn has now entered N scale production. First loco to be F-59 and passenger cars.

Athearn has bought Railpewer including moulds, dies and inventory . Railpower has 15 locomotive body shells
all designed for the Athearn chassis. Expect the first Athearn locos to be GP60s. SD%0s too, soon? Expect also
RTR road trailers, containers and a 56 intermodal well car that Railpower has developed. Locos will feature a
new drive line. Athearn has also purchased the rights to a line of 4 freight cars from Details West. Expect new
RTR product to be released starting January.

Model Power N Scale USRA 4-6-2 Pacific with tender in 10 road names.

Rivaressi HO 2 and 3 truck Heislers.

Bachmann announces HO 4-6-0 Baldwin DCC ready in 3 road names and unlettered.

Atlas N scale Fairbanks Morse road switchers.

Intermountain N scale EMD FT A and B units.

Athearn HO Genesis Gunderson Automax articulated RTR with working diaphram in 3 road names.
Bachmann 1/20 scale GE 45 ton narrow gauge diesel w/ working side rods DCC ready features smoke.

Kadee. The hot rumour is that the DCC controlled knuckle coupler is not far from production.

Roco. HO scale Challenger, GG-1 and AC4400 coming. Roco made the P2K Heritage 2-8-8-2s.

Proto 2000 is making a second run of URSA 0-6-0 locomotives B&0O, CB&(, CNR, NYC, SAL, SLSF, UP, and UNDEC.
Walthers is releasing CA-1 cabooses to be released this month.

Atlas HO Classic RS-11 in new paint schemes - D&H, DW &P, MEC, MP, NP, Undecorated.

NCE announces price drop in some of its popular decoders.

Bachmann to produce the following HO locos all with DCC Phoenix Sound Decoders. 2-8-0 Consolidation, 80
ton 3 truck Shay, 2-10-0 Decapod, 4-8-2 Mountain.

Bachmann 55-Ton Class B 2 Truck Climax w/Slide Valves.

Bachmann 80-Ton Class C 3 Truck Climax w/Walschaerts Valve Gear.

Bachmann USRA 2-6-6-2 All New Tooling, Die Cast, DCC Ready. Also weathered versions will be available.
Bachmann 4-8-4 GS-4 Daylight Steam Loco.

Bachmann EMD SD-45 Diesel Die Cast Frame. Due Fall 2003

Bachmann GE DASH 8-40C Diesel

LBF starting July this year will be producing its entire line of products as ready to run, no parts to be added.
Concor HO & HON3 Galloping Goose rail cars, Due in Dec 02,
Dallee Electronics sound boards for DC locos. www.dallee.com
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WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Trevor Triplow Aberfoyle Park SA HO Trans Australian

Brett Whelan Burwood VIC Proto 48 IHB - Chicago

John Dimitrievich Dapto NSW HOn30/HO/On30 Logging

Ray Brownbill Gumeracha SA HO Freelance

John Hunter Corio VIC On3 Victorian NG

Kel Sherston Porirua NZ HO NKP

Keith Reynolds Valley Heights NSW HO NSW

Ian Phemister Coffs Harbour NSW HO Up

Ted Roberts Stamford, Links UK HO US Aust & Euro
O, Tmm/ft, 1/43 UK

Colin Eggleston Lane Cove NSW 0O UP

Finances in the NMRA Australasian Region
By Ken Scales Treasurer

Many members often ask, as I have, what is the purpose of sending money to the US and getting nothing back. This is not
actually true as | discovered some time ago. The US actually spends a lot of the money we pay them on running our region.
The US pays some of the administration costs for the region, however we are currently revising our member information packs.
The US also pays the full cost of our public liability insurance.

The US also pays the cost of two return airfares every year to the US for our trustee to represent our region and speak for us at
Board of Trustee meetings in the US.

Another benefit is that because we are actually part of the Association we have full and in most cases free access, to an
enormous amount of information that is subject to Copyright laws for anyone else. Some of the money we pay goes toward
providing and keeping this information up to date. This has been a real bonus in upgrading our Video library.

Our Board of Directors is currently researching every avenue to maximise the return we get for our money. This may be
difficult due to the exchange rate but most of us see it as a challenge and hope that the current planing will provide increased
benefits for members dollars. The BOD will certainly ensure that we make the most of every benefit the US provides.

Model Railroad Craftsman
4/47 Bedford Road Blacktown, 2148
Open Thursday 12pm to 8pm
Wednesday 12pm to Spm
Saturday 9.30am to 3.30pm
Tel: 02-9831-8217 Fax: 02-9831-4132

Scratch Building
Looking for parts???
Grandt — Nuts, Bolts & Windows.
Plastruct — Brick, Stone & Concrete.
Campbells — Corrugated Iron & Detail Parts.
Northeastern, MidWest - Scale Lumber.
Jordan & Mini Metals — Cars & Trucks.
Smalltown, Rix, DPM & Walthers — Structures.
Micro Engineering & Rix — Bridges.
Testors & Pacer — Glues.
Tamiya & ModelFlex — Paint.
Xacto, Xuron & Walthers — Drills & Tools.
L & C, Detail West, Detail Associates
Cannon, Titchy & many others — Detail Parts.
Peco & Micro Engineering — Track, Rail.
Clover House & Micro Engineering — Sleepers.
Chucks & Woodland Scenics — Ballast.
Heki, Woodland Scenics — Scenery Materials.
And the just hard to find i

“For the best in DCC, contact the MRC”

NCE Powerhouse Pro — $935
Mention this Ad and receive an additional
D13-SR decoder or UPT panel & cable..!!

Winter Decoder Clearout...!!!
NCE & TCS — 5% off our retail prices
except NCE D13-SR and DA-SR

NCE D13-SR Decoders $33.50ea [bulk buy 4]
NCE DA-SR $38.25¢a [bulk buy 4]
TCS T1 Decoders $35.15ea [bulk buy 4]
Also available Roco & Atlas
DCC Systems

Visit our web site or ring for details

Otfer ende3TLA002 NMRA Gauges N to O Scale $24.00

Visit http://www.zip.com.au/~mrc for product details.
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_' Mbdeling Rust

N[ike. Rose

= T

1 use a variety of methods to model rust, including 0il  the December and June 2001 issues of Railroad Model
Craftsman, and the ex-PC X-72 boxcar which appeared in the
June 2001 issue of Model Railroader.

colours, paints, and rub-on powders. Here is a brief overview
of each method.

1. Oils

1 use the Winton brand of artist's oil colors, primarily
involving Raw Umber, Bumt Umber, Raw Sienna, Burnt
Sienna, Titanium White, and Black. I'd suggest starting with
these primary weathering colours, and if you see some other
rich brown that you'd like to try, by all means grab it! One tube
of oil colours may last a lifetime, and it never seems to go bad.
One tube T use T purchased when I was 16 years old and it's
still good (I'm 44 now, to put that in perspective)! The above
car used all these colors except white. I also use a variety of
brushes, including a sharply angled end brush, a very tiny
bristled brush, and a 1.2" wide soft brush for most of my
effects.

The oils can be applied directly from the tube, or, if you plan
on using a lot of the colours and doing more than one car or
loco at a time, you can place a dab of each color on anything
fairly non-porous to use as a palette. A piece of the thicker,

e S 2 e

PLCX 16364 Prototype Photo, Barstow Yard on Santa Fe

PLCX 16364 model

scrap Masonite will work fine, for example. Colours can be
mixed to get the effect you are looking for, and I try to work
from prototype photos to get a feel for that mix. As you can
see, as intense as the model was, the prototype was even
worse! For the above car, the various rust colours were dabbed
on in lavers and gently blended, then given a final wash down
the side of the car with the 1/2" brush shightly wet with
mineral spirits to get a "rust washed downwards" look. I was
careful to avoid the area of the reporting marks, since that was
to get a much lighter treatment. After letting the model dry for
several days until the odour of the oils was no longer evident, I
gave the car a couple of coats of Testor's Dullcote straight
from the aerosol can to protect what I'd already done, then
used a lighter rust treatment and a bit more mineral spirits to
produce the effect on just the reporting marks. This also got a
Dullcote sealer once dry.

Several other very rusty cars will be added here as time
permits. These will include the Athearn PS-5344 boxcars from
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GT Atlas boxcar, faded with techniques described in last issue
and rust techniques described here.

I1. Other Methods

Acrylic Paint

I often use a combination of techniques to get an effect that I'm
looking for. When it comes to paint, I generally use Polyscale
and some Maodel Flex paints for weathering. The colours to get
are 414329 Polyscale RR Tie Brown, 414323 Polyscale Rust,
414293 Zinc Chromate Primer, and Model Flex 16-172 Rust.
(While I'm at it, might as well recommend a good "grime"
colour, the always surprising Polyscale 414176, UP Harbor
Mist Gray!) I generally start with RR Tie Brown, and add
some Rust to it, either brand (yes, I actually mix Polyscale and
Model Flex! Though they separate in storage, a quick shake
and they're back together long enough to use.) If I'm looking
for a "new" rust, I might add just a bit of the Zinc Chromate
Primer, but go easy, a little goes a long way here. The two
brands' rust colours are quite different from one another.

I try to never measure my mixing proportions, so that in
service I get natural variations in the fleet. I have over one
thousand freight cars and over 250 engines, and all (if they are
in service) have Kadee couplers and either Jay Bee or NWSL
wheels that are painted some rust color variant. These paints
hand brush very well, and I often use a Paasche single action
airbrush to do base rust coats on roofs and other parts.

Weathering Powders

Lots of folks use powdered chalks for weathering, but this has
the disadvantage of either rubbing off, retaining fingerprints,
or "going away" when clear-coated to protect it. I've had great
results with the weathering powders from Bragdon Enterprises
{2960 Garden Tower Lane, Georgetown, CA 95634 Tel 0011-
1-530-333-1365). Their powders have an adhesive component
built into the powder itself, actuated by rubbing! When stroked
on with a brush and "massaged” into place, they stay put, and
look good. They also go a long way. If anyone has any
comments or questions they can feel free to e-mail me at
"miker@mrhobby.com”.

This is the second article on weathering from Mike
Rose. Reprinted with kind permission Mike Rose
Hobbies. (visit www.mrhobby.com for more)
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T USERUL DEC TIPS

= Did You Know, if you run a locomotive from a DCC controlled section of track to a section of track with reversed polarity
DC, (related to the normal DC running direction) it will slow down using the deceleration rules, stop and wait until the
DCC 1s returmed to that section of track. Headlights 1f on will stay on with DC only applied. Great for automatic control to
avoid running against that incorrectly set turnout. Use auxiliary contacts on the turnout motor to remove the DCC and
apply DC. Use also to avoid over running a RED signal. Non reversed DC will not affect a DCC locomotive running
against the RED signal. This is a really cheap and effective form of automation. Try it. The DC voltage recommended for
injection is around 9 volts.

= Soundtraxx Decoders can overheat, become inoperable and possibly be destroved when used with Atlas DCC control |
systems. This is due to over voltage from the Atlas system. Seems the specifications on DCC Track voltage regulation are
not set in stone and desperately need attention from the RP people. The absolute maximum voltage Soundtraxx Decoders
like is 16 volts. Over voltage will destroy the decoders rectifier diodes.

= Always deselect a locomotive from your controller when you’ve finished running it or intend to walk away from it
Feplace it with a fictitious or non existent number like 0000. Could save a nasty accident if someone picks up the
controller and starts playing.

= F8 is the SOUND MUTE function for Sound Decoders.

= Sectionalize your layout so that should a short occur somewhere, the whole layout will not shut down. It is a good idea to
use numerous boosters or over current cutouts in these sections. This reduces the current available to produce damage.

= Nickel Silver rail is resistive. Use droppers from your main feeders every six feet and DO NOT rely on rail joiners for

carrying volts. Eventually the joiner will fail through oxidizing from the sparking that will occur. DL 2002

An impressive kit bashed
Baking Powder Factory on the

NCE layout of MME.
Ken Scales.

Scratch built period shop fronts
by Geoff Nott on Rod Smith’s
layout.

DIGITAL SOUND MODULES

Bring Your Layout to Life with Digital Sound Modules. Trains, Animals, Nature, City, Industrial, Rural etc. Try the Sawmill
and Waterfall.

LIGHT WORKS NEON SIGNS

Neon, and Animated Neon Signs, Miniature Fluorescent Lamps
Try the Popular Hotel and Café Signs

IRDOT INFRARED TRAIN DETECTORS

Automatic Train & Signalling Systems and Automatic Train operation

HERITAGE BILLBOARD DECALS

Gwydir Valley Prints, Range of framed prints of railway art from
famous railway artists, Kenneth G Bowen, Phil Belbin, Brian Baigent

Gwydir Valley Models ».0.Box 740 GLEN INNES NSW 2370 Phone: 02 6732 5711
Fax: 02 6732 1731 Email: steam@northnet.com.au Web: www.gwydirvalleymodels.com
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YOU KNOW YOU’RE A RAILFAN WHEN
"R EEN
1. You shop for a house by the tracks instead of away from them!
2. When planning your next vacation, you choose your travel route based upon the location of active railroads and railroad
MUSeums.
] 3. When you blow your hom two longs, a short, and a long through every intersection.
4.  Speaking of intersections, you call the signals as you go through them.
5. You call zoning to ask if you can use a boxcar for a shed.
6. You wonder why automobiles don't come equipped with couplers.
7. While engaged in intimate relations, you suddenly find yourself mentally debating the relative merits of G.E. vs EMD engines.
8. Your wife tells you her water burst, and your first reaction is, "My God, her boiler will be ruined!” [
9.  When you wire up the fog lamps to flash alternately when you blow the hom
10. When riding with someone who's backing into a parking space, you say, "two cars, one car, thatll do.” [
11. ‘When you get a shopping cart with a bad wheel, you tag it and set it aside for the shops to repair, or park it in an aisle and put l
up a blue flag in front of and behind it.
12. You curse the dispatcher when you're held up in traffic.
13. While driving your car, you put your arm on the window sill and wave your hand and blow your hom to all kids standing on the
street. i
14. Your wife opens her wallet to show the relatives photos of the children while you open your wallet to show them your latest rail |
photos from last weeks fan trip. by Russ Fox |
15. You install a pedal operated bell in your car and ring it while driving across railroad crossings.
16. You open your refrigerator door only to find it full of film for the next fan trip.
17. You find yourself looking for old locomotives and color schemes during the obligatory chase scene through the rail yards when
you're watching old cop shows and movies on TV.
18. The efforts of Hollywood to re-create an earlier era using trains is met with your derisive snort, "They didn't have GP40-2's in
19701 Can't they get it right?"
19. You're on Amtrak, you find out that the guy across the isle is a railfan, and your wives look at each other, roll their eyes and
sigh.
20. You'rein your car and you come up to a railroad crossing. The crossing
lights are not flashing and no frains are coming, but you slow to a crawl and
look up the track both ways in hope of seeing a train.
21. You are on a rail facility tour and start talking to one of the mechanics on
the shop floor only to find out that you know more than he does.
22, You rent certain movies at the video store because you know there is a very
cool train scene in it.
23. You refuse to cross the tracks until your favorite train has passed by.
24. You BBQ using tie butts, for that special flavour!
25. You tell your wife you are going down to the comer bar to have a few drinks
with the guys, however, you go to your favorite train watching spot to take a
few photos.
26. You are on a highway overpass, at 60 mph you suddenly shout,” that's the
Seaboard down there!™, and you can't believe the others in the car didn't
recognize it by the color of the ballast.
27. You tell your wife you would like take a nice ride to look at scenery, her
interpretation being, "guess I'll take some magazines to look at while he
A A
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35. The train crews know you by first name.

this too. 8-D) )

favorite railroads mainline.

house by the railroad tracks.

that another train is coming the other way.

31. Your relatives only think of you when they see a train.

36. When you're driving, you make "shooooo” sounds when you step on the brake, and "choooo”
sounds when you fake your foot off of it, imitating air brakes. (| think cement truck drivers do

37. At your house by the tracks you get some of the crews frained to blow the crossing alert to let
you know they are going by, even though there is no crossing there.

38. You date your girifriend because the view out the front window of her apartment is your

39, You later mamry this woman knowing that she will understand you and won't mind having a

28. You can't understand why everyone else doesn't understand what "approach diverging” means.
29. It would not be to your advantage for the railroad police to come to your house and look around.

30. You get tired of explaining to people that you are not a fireman because you have a radio.

32. When you are out by the tracks with another railfan people ask, "is the train coming?”
33. You getirritated at train wrecks because non railfans "invade” your special train watching spots.

34. You don't like imitation raiifans who wear railroad patches all over their clothing. by Chris Evans

40. When the lights are activated at the railroad crossing you race fo be first in line, so you get an
i unobstructed view, then at double track crossings wait a little while after they go up in hope

LOOKING FOR THOSE ELUSIVE DETAIL PARTS?

THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN

Asquith Model Railways

381 Pacific Highway Asquith
(Opposite the Railway Station)

¢ Australian Model Craft Kits & Accessories
o White Metal Figures & hard to find castings
o Etched Brass Fencing/Gates & other treasures
e Fine Scale Screws, Nuts, Washers
Asquith Model Railways (brass & Steel)
P.O.Box 106 * Peco fine scale code 75 track & turnouts
Asquith NSW 2077 e« Romaford gears, wheel & worm sets
Phone/FAX 9482 3242 ¢ Narrow Gauge kits & accessories
Proprietor Peter Leggett e Woodland Scenics — large range
e ‘0’ Scale kits & accessories
Bstiah A/ Anstrlian ¢ Floquil paints — new stock
« Wide range of Decals
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REUSABLE MOULDING MATERIAL

Copyright Donald Davis

This clinic is on how a product called “ Gelflex™ can be used
in producing castings of a wide range of shapes and sizes and
not have a large quantity of unwanted moulds in storage.

Some background on the need for using Gelflex. As I like to
model scenery with a difference I started out making rock
moulds, out of latex rubber and cheesecloth, for my layout
and as not wanting any rock formations to be duplicated I
ended up with approximately 100 moulds. I then turmed to
wanting to manufacture tunnel portals crib work etc. Several
methods were tried with varying results one was making a
reverse image wood mould which plaster was poured into this
really didn’t give the right result. Second was to use latex
rubber and cheesecloth strengthened with wire mesh this also
didn’t give a good result but passable, When visiting a friend
who does fibreglass work on boats, trucks etc, he had a
sample of a plaster-ceiling rose, which he was going to
duplicate in resin, and he was using the “Gelflex “ as the
molding compound. The other big advantage is that after
residue is removed the “Gelflex” mould can be cut up and
remelted into another mould with only a 10% loss of quantity

from the supplier.
The actual
preparation process |
requires the
following:

1/ A master of the
item to be
duplicated, as there
is a temperature
element it is not
recommended to
make the master from plastic or other heat affected materials.
I have made masters from plaster, resin, wood and white
metal without any problems. When I attempted to duplicate a
plastic roofing section it melted.

2/ The Container to place the master in it will need to be big
enough to allow a minimum of 15 millimetres from the
surface of the master to the side of the container. This can be
made from metal or wood Not plastic.

3/ Heating pot: [ use an old pot with a pouring lip on it. After
using it for this purpose don’t cook tonight’s peas in it as I am
not sure about the toxicity of any residue.

4/ A metal stirrer [ use a screwdriver or old chisel.

5/ Heat source: As it is necessary to heat the compound to
160 — 170 degrees [ use a portagas bottle with a heating ring
attached.

The item I have chosen to duplicate is a generic design of a
timber tunnel portal. The master has already been constructed
previously.

Photegraph 1:
Block of Gelflex, master and pot

Step 1
Cut the “Gelflex” into small pieces (15- 20 m.m.
square), as this will aid the melting process.
Step 2
Having decided on the correct size container place
the master in the centre of the container.
Step 3
i g ,,:;,P";,;%;‘;‘;j;mm_,,,cm Place the heating pot on to the gas ring and tum it
on. Start placing the cut up Gelflex into the pot.
per. each reuse. This makes it a true recyclable material Continually stir the melting Gelflex
unlike latex or RTV moulds. DO Not allow the Gelflex to start to burn on
Gelflex can be purchased from: the bottom of the pot as this reduces the
effectiveness of the material to be recycled
Daystar Australia Pty. Ltd.
' 394-396 Princes Highway Sep S
Rockdale 2216 After the Gelﬂe:-'{ has complet.ely melted am;l of
Phone: 9567 3328 a pourable consistency pn?m into the container
holding the master. It is best to pour, very
or slowly to prevent air bubbles, in the space
between the master and side of the container to
Polymer Chemicals allow the Gelflex to flow over the sides and top
107 Kuurajong Ave. of the master. This will aid in the prevention of
Mt. Druitt air pockets forming in the Gelflex. It is not
Fhone: 9832 7555 necessary to attempt to completely cover
A description of “Gelflex™ is that it is a Vinyl compound, themasies. i (G0 PO BU.T ) I thers isa
which is supplied in a block form. Read the included handout need to melt more: Gelfex it'is best'mot ‘o
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Photograph 3:
This is the master in the contaimer. Note that the compound has caly
been allowed up the side of the master to prevent Any Distoriion 1o the
master face with too thin a coating of compound.

cover a surface only thinly with the first pour as
when the second pour is done it will cause the
first covering to lift and distort.

Step5
This is the most important step. Place the
mould in a place were you will not be tempted
to remove it before being completely cooled.
This is very critical, as the Gelflex is still not
cured.

Step 6

Carefully remove the mould from the container.
Then very carefully remove the master from the
mould being especially

Phaotograph 4:
Several complesed moudds the one on the
lefi &5 useless as it has too much distortion to the surfaces

Photograph 3:
The Final casting

careful around fine detail.

Step 7
Allow the mould to stand and cure for several
hours the more the better. The mould is now
ready for use.

Step &
This step is up to you as to whether vou use
plaster or resin, however getting to this stage is
the fun bit, as you have had to make a master
and leam how to wuse another modeling
medium.

A couple of important points:
Don’t breath in the fumes it is best to work outside.
Don’t touch the melted compound as it will BURN.

Follow safety steps when using a portagas burner.

If reproducing in plaster follow the same method as in the
Rock Moulds article.

Since originally writing this article, I have purchased a single
element stove from Aldi stores and it works well with better
temperature control and no risk of buming yourself on the
portagas flame.

Yours in Modeling, Donald Davis

EXAIPITION & CONVENTION CALENDAR

BURWOOD EAST — VIC. Nov 16— 17 World Vision Centre Vision Drive, 9 -5
HORNSBY HEIGHTS — NSW. Nov 16— 17 St Lukes Church Galston Road, 9 - 5 Sat, 12 - 4 Sun
WARRNAMBOOL — VIC. Jan11-12 Archie Graham Centre Timor Street, 10 - 5 Sat, 10 - 4 Sun
FORESTVILLE — NSW. Marl-2 Forestyille Memorial Hall Warringah Rd, 9 - 6 Sat, 9 - 5 Sun
WOODEND — VIC. Mar §— 10 Woodend Primary School High Street, 10 — 5, 10 —4 Mon
CANBERRA ACT. April 5-6 National Hockey Centre Mouat St Lyneham, 9 — 5.
Narrow Gauge Convention — NSW April 19-20 Tara School, Mason Drive Nth Parramatta. Sydney
N Scale Convention — VIC April 24 - 27 La Trobe University Melbourne
NMRA One Day Convention July 5 Dence Park Epping
Modeling Snippets. Speed Time
Speed Smph 48 secs {
[or Why don’t you make it go faster?) Iil_rnph Z4secs
Glenn Stevens 15mph 16 secs
20mph 12 secs
All of us at some time in our modeling 25mph 9.6 secs
life have heard some one say “Why don't 30mph 8 secs
you make it go any faster?” Well for all 40mph f secs
of us who run HOQ, here are some 50mph 4.8 secs
indicative fizures based on the time over 60mph f‘ SECS - °
a four foot module: 70mph 3.4 secs p—
80mph 3 secs WMaLS
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National Model Railroad Association

Standards & Recommended Practices

Introduction...

Before the 1930s, there were no common standards
pertaining to model railroad equipment. One
manufacturer's equipment would not necessarily work
with another manufacturer's or even run on someone
else's track. Many modelers built to their own standard
or from their own designs and ideas. In many cases it
was difficult, if not impossible, to take your cars or
locomotives to another modeler's railroad and expect
them to run without problems. There were nearly as
many couplers as there were manufacturers. This
situation could only work to the detriment of the hobby
as a whole. _

The NMRA came into being in 1935 with a gathering
of model railroaders, manufacturer's, and publishers, in
response to the need to bring order out of chaos. The
NMRA Standards were developed as a way to help
insure that equipment could be interchanged between
one model railroad and another and that cars and
locomotives of one manufacturer could run on the
track of another manufacturer together with cars and
equipment of still other manufacturers and modelers.
Since 1936, many of these basic Standards have
remained virtnally unchanged from the time of their
original publication. They have been added to and
refined, but they have stood the test of time and have
proven to have been of great benefit to the hobby of
model railroading and have contributed greatly to
allowing the hobby to develop to the point where it is
today.

A Standard is a figure, relationship or dimension that
is mandatory, it is "cut in stone" so to speak and must
be followed to facilitate interchange or interface,
whichever the case may be. Standards can be changed
from time to time but ONLY by the vote of the NMRA
membership after proper policy procedures have been
followed and the membership has been fully informed.
RPs (Recommended Practices) are those figures,
relationships or dimensions that the Engineering
Committee has established through actual tests and
feel are beneficial to operation. These are not required
to be voted by the membership except when in a
package such as the Module Standards and RPs. These
are presented to the Board of Trustees (BOT) for their
study and approval.

As charged by the NMRA CHARTER and
CONSTITUTION, NMRA STANDARDS provide the
primary basis upon which Interchange between
equipment and various North American scale model
railroads is founded. Under this requirement NMRA
STANDARDS include only those factors that are
considered wital to such Interchange. For less critical
matters see the NMRA RECOMMENDED
PRACTICES.

As members of this Region of the NMRA we are
all contributors to setting these standards which
makes for a more pleasant and satisfying hobby.

8™ Australian N Scale Model Railroad Convention
The Eagle Conference Centre

La Trobe University
Bundoora
Melbourne

24™ 1o 27™ April 2003
Anzac Weekend
Layout Tours - Clinics

Web site: http://nscaleconv2003.alphalink.com.aw/index.html
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Recommended Practices
RP-20.1 Car Weight

Carefully documented tests show a decided
advantage in performance past obstructions in the
track for cars weighted to an optimum weight. Since
the radial forces tending to cause derailments are
greater in longer cars, this optimum weight will vary
with car length.

While cars of less than optimum weight will perform
satisfactorily on good track work, increasing the weight
to the optimum will improve the safety factor with
which rougher track will be negotiated. Mixing light
weight cars into a ftrain of heavier cars is not
recommended because of the possibility that the
lighter weight cars may be pulled off the track in sharp
curves.

Weight in excess of the optimum will seldom add to
the ability of the car to roll down a given grade since
the additional weight is almost exactly balance by the
increased friction of the axles in their journals. Extra
weight simply adds to the drag of a train and adds
maore weight to be lifted to the summit of a grade.

Cars should be constructed to keep the lowest
possible centre of gravity. Supplementary weight
added to bring the car to optimum weight should be
kept as low as possible.

To find the optimum weight of a given car follow the
table below in the desired scale and find the “Initial
Weight”. Then find the “Additional Weight” and

“Initial Weight” for the total Optimum Weight of the car.

MNote: Many factors besides car weight affect car
performance:

e Track Railhead should be smooth, without
obstructions and should conf orm to Standard S-3.

o Wheels should run freely and truly in free
swiveling trucks and should be of good contour
(RP-25) and conform to Standard S-4

¢ Weight on each wheel should be approximately
equal. Springing if used, should permit free
equalization of the trucks for the car weight used.

s« Coupler and diaphragm bind due to uneased and
immediate reverse curves should be elim inated.

MNB: You may find that those cheaper knuckle couplers
could break under the strain of the recommended car
weights. Please note also that weight is the curse of
model trains. The more weight the less the length we
can consist with a given locomotive or locomotives.
Adding weight is not the way to solve a problem car
that derails frequently. It is more likely to be suffering
from insufficient movement in the truck pivot point and
or poor track work.

Material from NMRA Documents.

Over the next few issues we will look at some of these
other standards, all of which complement each other to
provide smooth and error free running. This is the kind of
running required to reduce frustration and make that
successful attempt at the "Train Length Challenge”
issued by Erik Bennett last issue.

multiply this by _the number of actual‘ inchles in the David Jupp
length of the particular car body. Add this weight to the
SCALE | INITIAL WEIGHT PLUS ADDITIONAL WEIGHT
Grams (0z) per inch of car body length in Grams (Oz)
o 150 (5) | + 30 (1)
On3 45 (1-1/2) + 22 5 (3/4)
S 60 (2) 2 15 (1/2)
Sn3 30 (1) + 15 (1/2)
HO 30 (1) + 0.5 (1/2)
Hon3 22.5 (3/4) + 11.25 (3/8)
TT 225 (3/4) + 11.25 (3/8)
N 15 (1/2) + 4.5 (15/96)
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~Shinohara,

Atlas track and accessorles, tl i’eto,
North Yard Wheels,

:Rﬂmfurd, Detail Associates, Wheel

- Works, Sentinel,

Mitrnm{:s, Labelle, Lubricants,
MicroScale Decals, Kerrob Models,
AM’Slgnals, J & C Models, Front
Range, Brawa, Eda, Floquil, Dremel,
Pro Edge Knives, Drills and Taps, K
& S Metal, Fuller Pliers, Jeweler
' Screwdrivers Sets,
~many other tools.

St o

THE ONLY DRIVE-IN HOBBY SHOP IN SYDNEY

Cal Scale, Kadee,

G-Clamps and

Punchbowl Hobby Centre Pty Ltd
545 Chapel Road, Bankstown, NSW 2200

Tel: (02) 9709-5082
Fax (02) 9790-2886

BUILDINGS

& British ﬁdeus.@&Scale Ma

-;ﬁ_:—ﬂ‘- 1'? i

Model Raliroa r; Rail- M

e

Australian Raﬁways, R andhsuse
Bulletin, Australian Model Railw ay
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TRAIN LENGTH CHALLENGE LEADER BOARD

Position 1 Mike Bartlett 6/9/2002 417 Points
| Total Mult Points
Cars 100 50° box, 20 50" hopper, 30 assorted, 1 caboose 151 1.0 151
Locos Head end: Kato GP28, Kato SD40-2 4 3 12
At car 50: Katp SD40-2
At car 100: Kato SD40-2
Train length 26.38m 26.38 4.35 | 115
_ Sub Total 278
Layout 99.1m (325") double tracked mainline Cat 1 1.5
Two levels, 8™ height separation
Grand Total 417
Position 2 Erik Bennett 15/3/2001 347 Points
Total Mult Points
Cars 36 tankers, 40 Reefers, 26 40° box, 8 50° box, 12 4-bay hoppers, 2 cabeese 124 1.0 124
Locos Head end: 3 Unit OMI Turbine, 2 Kato SD45 7 3 21
At car 42: Atlas C30-7, Railpower SDYOMAC (6000HP) !
At car 100: Kato Dash 9-44CW |
]
Train length 19.85m I 19.85 4.35 86 |
Sub Total 278
Layout 65.8m (216") single mainline double dogboned I Cat 1 1.5
Two levels 110mm height separation |
Multiple turnouts
Grand Total 347

Try the ARHS first for

Railway Books & Magazines

Australia’s best selection of new books, magazines, CDs, videos and DVDs
on Australian, North American and British railways and tramways.

Mail Order is a specialty.

ARHS/nsw Bookshop
Open Mon — Fri
12.00pm - 5.30pm
And Saturday

-
- f

SR wT,

A
ﬁfm—mf/

9.00am — 4.00pm ” S T
s E n:_ E

|

=1 67 Renwick Street.

Redfern, NSW 2016
Tel: (02) 9699-4595
Fax: (02) 9699-1714

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY — New South Wales Division
The ARHS Archives, at the same address are open for research on the first, second
and third Tuesdays of each month also Saturdays 10.00am — 3.30pm

www.arhsnsw.com.au
Secure on line shopping facility now available Mastercard, Visa, Bankcard and Amex accepted.
Contact us for tours of Sydney’ St James Tunnels and Central Station.
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Mike & Carmel Bartlett recently moved from their lovely
home at Newport to a 108 acre property at Rainbow Flat,
close to Foster and Taree, north of Newcastle NSW. This
meant the pulling down of his previously-visited UP inspired
layout and its rebuilding in the 60 x 25 feet steel shed he had
built to house the new layout and the usual paraphemnalia to
which Country Gentlemen aspire.

After leaving room for his tractor {a must!), a workshop and
an office/hobby room he was left with only a miserly 38 x 25
feet for the new railroad. However, in his inimitable style,
Mike has managed to fit in a double-tracked mainline of
approximately 325 feet each with maximum grades of 1%,
lots of opportunities for industries, reasonably generous aisles
and only one duck-under of minimal inconvenience.

Both Toni and I visited the Bartlett’s in early September and I
was able to assist Mike with his attempt on Erik Bennett’s
Train Length Performance Ladder record as described in the
last issue of MainLine. Mike is preparing a separate report on
the mechanics of this attempt but I thought I would provide a
little general background on the layout itself.

In the short time that Mike has had since he was able to
occupy the shed, he has completed all the basic benchwork,
which is of very substantial construction in Mike's usual way.
He has laid the two mainlines that parallel each other around
the extremities of the room and along and around the several
peninsulas he has been successful in including. He has
included all mainline turnouts but they were yet to be
operable or connected to any subsidiary trackage.

He has run a cable all around the main and soldered it to the
rail in the recommended DCC manner but he has yet to break
it into sections to allow trouble-shooting or operation of more
than one train at a time. Mike is now considering the benefits

of DCC with all the time it would save him in not having to
install all the block controls and wiring a DC set-up would
require on a layout of this size.

There was no scenery yet but Mike has given a lot of thought
to his track design to allow later installation of prototypical
scenery and industries expected on the UP. When completed,
this will be one of the NMEA “show™ layouts and plans are
already under way for a NMRA meeting at Rainbow Flat
sometime in 2003.

After some necessary adjustments to track-work, a culling of
the chosen freight cars and using a transistorised EDA throttle
to operate the two leading Kato locomotives and the two
others spaced at car 50 and car 100, we were finally able to
successfully run a 86 foot long 150 car train in accordance
with the Bennett Formula. It really made a great sight and I
have supplied a copy of the video I took to Mike for boasting

purposes!

We enjoved our visit and are looking forward to a return at
some time in the future when more progress has been made.

Mike Bartlett’s
Rainbow Flat
Division of the
Union Pacific
Railroad
with
SD40s used as
helpers in the
Train Length
Challenge trial

Shades of
Tehachapi here!
It"s the same train.

Two views of Mike Bartlett’s extensive continuous run 3257 double track mainline. Code 100 and Peco Turnouts provide for
reliable running with DCC and its wiring benefits being seriously considered before more progress is made.
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A VISIT TO THE VICTORIAN REGION.
Phillip Moss

After reading Mario Rapinett’s Dear Editor article in the Spring/
Summer 2001 Mainline where he invited members who were
going to visit Victoria to contact him, I decided to take him up
on the offer. So prior to my trip I emailed him to for information
and he proved most helpful, even forwarding on my message to
other local members in case they could be of assistance.

Following further e-mail’s with other members I arranged to
visit Gavin Hince while I was in Melboumne as he lived in the
inner suburb of Clifton Hill. I would have liked to see a few
other members” layouts while there but I was limited to ones 1
could reach by public transport, as I did not have a car at the
time.

Gavin Hince’s layout however was well worth the visit. His On3
logging layout the “Worth Coast Narrow Gauge’, is DCC
controlled and built in a rough “G™ shape measuring 18 x 17
feet. It is set in Northern California in the 1920°s and depicts
two railroads, the North Coast Narrow Gauge and the Big Sky
Lumber Company who leases trackage rights for some of their
long log muns.

possible to see everything from interstate and suburban
passenger frains coming in and out of Spencer Street station, to
all types of rail freight activities associated with the Port of
Melbourne.

Saving the best till the last day I decided to wisit the ARHS
Railway Museum at North Williamstown. The museum, which
has been established for over thirty wears, has an entrance
through a replica 1887 Victorian railway station into a vyard
containing a large variety of locomotives and rolling stock.

The collection included some eighteen steam locomotives, six of
which were built over a century ago between 1880 and 1893.
Two of the oldest there were both built by the Phoenix Foundry
in Ballarat. One, #Y108 was built as a general purpose
locomotive in 1889, while the other #F176 was a suburban
passenger locomotive built in 1880. But by far the biggest
locomotive there was a 4-8-4 locomotive #H220 called “Heavy
Harry™, which was built by the Newport Workshops in 1941 and
was the Victorian Railways heaviest conventional Australian
steam locomotive, weighing in at 260 tons. Also on display was

1 did get to meet several other members during my stay as one
of the reasons I chose to go to Melbourne was to see the annual
Model Railway Exhibition at Box Hill. While walking around
the exhibition I came across a very good On3 logging layout
called “McPhee Logging Company™. Seated next to the layout
was its owner Laurie Green, who with Grant McAdam were
both busy constructing some new structures. The show, by some
forty-six exhibitors was quite good, with some fourteen
operating layouts and trade stands representing most of the
Melbourne based shops and distributors.

One of the things I enjoy most in Melbourne is being able to
travel around on the trams. However since I was last in
Melbourne there has been a new style of low floor tram put into
service, a Citadis 300 TGA 202 Class. These are amongst the
most modern trams in the world and are built by Alstrom in
France, Europe’s leading transport manufacturer. The trams are
transported from France to Yarra Trams Preston Workshop
where the final assembling, refurbishment and testing take
place. Entering service on October 12, 2001 they mainly operate
over two routes, #109 from Port Melbourne to Mont Albert and
less frequently over #96 from St Kilda Beach to East Brunswick.

Unlike some other cities, Melbourne seems to cater to the
railfan. When the Colonial Stadium was constructed several
years ago an overhead walkway was built over the station to
allow pedestrian access from Spencer Street. This has tumed out
to be a great spot from which to view all the train movements
below. While not far away in Railway Place North Melbourne
the city council has also built a special railway-viewing
platform. Overlooking the wvast North Melbourne yard it is
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an Australian standard Garratt, built in 1945, which was under
restoration.

In addition to these ones, the museum has on display nine diesel
locos, and seven electric locos of various types. Although most
of them were locally built, one #L1150 came from English
Electric in England in 1952 and spent most of its life as an
electric mainline passenger locomotive. While their other
exhibits consisted of twenty five pieces of rolling stock and
included two wrecking cranes, a 1942 Melbourne tram #53, and
passenger carriages ranging from an early wooden one built in
1880 to a modern steel Harris suburban train built in 1962.

So after an enjoyable week of trains in Melbourne, for a change
I returned to Sydney by air.
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During August of this year my wife and I
traveled with a group of 130 by private
train, our journey beginning in Moscow.
The train had nine cars comprising three
dining cars and six sleeping cars, all of
which were built in Germany and were
air-conditioned in a Furopean way, ie.
You had to be told they were air-
conditioned. They were not new, in fact
they had probably been bought second
hand. The dining cars were spaced
throughout the train such that at the most
we only had to pass through one other
car to get to a diner. We stayed in hotels
each night throughout the trip and the
sleeping cars were used as day cars with
just two people per compartment
although there was seating for six in
each. Accidentally they became essential
later. Apparently coaches in Russia are
almost all suburban types. not suitable
for long distances. Moscow, and its
history, is a fascinating place to be.

Our first stop was 650 Kms north to St.
Petersburg. The train traveled fast, about
120 Kms per hour because the track is
good, the country very flat, very few and
no sharp curves. The scenery is green all
the way with little variation. T found an
open door in a dining car with a gate
across it and so could lean out safely.
There were very few obstructions close
to the train. The track was well signaled
but the villages we passed were few and
run down. Many farms houses were
deserted but they are being re-inhabited.
Some politicians are suggesting a return
to collectives. Hope they don’t do it. St.
Petersburg is called the Venice of the
North, but it doesn’t compare to the real
Venice. It does have canals though, and
a lot of classic history. There are also
large palaces from the past with gold
plated rooms and lots of artifacts from
the time of the Czars.

Mext stop Vilnius, Lithuania, passing
through Latvia. We were told no visa

Our Train Carriages

was necessary for Latvia except they
stopped us at the border and demanded
visas. We were held for the night and the
Russian loco had to take us back to
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Russia and leave us in a siding between
a station and a freight yvard. Our guides
collected all our passports and drove
back 120 Kms to a legation and got the
necessary visas during the night. The
engine driver decided to go home with
the locomotive and took off north
leaving us without power. Somehow the
dining staff cooked dinner for us and
breakfast too in the moming by using
wood stoves which they stoked with old
box wood. Even the car attendant boiled
water for tea with a wood fire in the
corridor. There was a fixture in the wall
to allow this. Just as well to have
options! T remember in the mid sixties,
the Kalgoorlie express heading for Perth
had a fire in the dining car because they
were using a wood stove to cook with
and it bumed to the chassis before the
train driver realised it was a light. All the
cars were wooden then. There was a
cartoon in the paper then next day. Two
Aborigines were walking in the bush and
he says to her “so you saw a flaming
train last night, so what?”

Back in the bush in Russia, about nine in
the morning after we walked the track
for exercise and watched the freights
depart, a loco from Lithuania arrived to
take us away. The border guards were
not happy to be photographed and
confiscated one man’s videotape which
he managed to get back with a US $20
note.

I opened a car door to look out on the
station and was asked “ You spik
English?” “Yes.” “Closs the door.” I
thought about this for just a few seconds
then it dawned on me that I was the one
without the gun. Apparently they are not
used to tourists yet, as they have only
been independent from Russia and out of
the communist system a little while in
many of the countries we visited.

In Vilnius we changed trains because the
Russian gauge is 5ft. and the rest of
Europe is 4ft 81/2. The next train was
Hungarian, built in Spain no more than
four years ago. We had coaches with one
two across reclining seating and large
windows with real air-conditioning.
Wery comfortable. They also had vertical
and lateral shock absorbers and rode
very well. Vilnius is a charming town
and worth visiting. In January 1991 the
Russians marched into Vilnius and
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massacred thousands of locals because
they wanted out of the Soviet Union and
the communist system. People in places
like Lithuania and Latvia must
constantly live in fear of being overrun.
It has happened to them many times but
they still come up smiling, except mavbe
on train stations.

Mext stop Warsaw 377 Kms. Still three
dining cars without air-conditioning and
no shocks so during meals we had a
rough and noisy mide with open
windows. I enjoyed it but the ordinary
people were not so impressed! It went

o

Maodarn sleak ‘ICE’ train

just as fast and rocketed through points
best appreciated in the diner. Warsaw is
a well developed city with trams like
many others we visited. The Jewish
Ghetto and the old town were totally
destroyed in World War 2 and have been
rebuilt to look exactly like the original
but about three feet higher because they
built on top of the rubble from the
original Ghetto.

From Warsaw 325 Kms to Krakow,
Auschwitz and a salt mine with a
cathedral in it and dinner in a great hall
150 metres underground. Auschwitz is
sad. Krakow was undamaged in World
War 2, has charm and great architecture.

Next Zakopane in the Tatra mountains of
Poland and a rafting trip on the Dumajec
River. Great scenery and gentle river.

Next 371 Kms to Budapest, a beautiful
city on the Danube, which is not blue.
The castle and other beautiful buildings
on the heights overlooking the city of
Pets and the bridges over the river are
dramatically floedlit and look
magnificent from Pets on the city side.
The city has wide boulevards and lots of
historic statues, beautiful gardens, large
impressive squares and trams.

Next a long 607 Kms to the beautiful
city of Prague, also undamaged and with
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original centuries old architecture,
lovely town squares and all these cities
have churches with magnificent spires,
which we don’t have much of, except
one in Johnston Sitreet, Annandale,
Sydney and two new medium size one
on St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney.
Spires certainly give a lot to the city
scape. Miles of trams here too with fast
acceleration from every stop. While we
were there they explained that the
Danube was about three feet lower than
normal because they had not had any
rain. A week after we left yvou would
have seen the pictures of floods on the
television news.

Next 395 Kms to Berlin throngh some
beautiful scenmery with rivers and
valleys, and past Dresden which was
flooded very badly shortly after. Berlin
in a great city with lots of both horrible
and fascinating history. The
architecture both old and new is
electrifyving, that is electrifyvingly bad
and good. The Reichstag rebuilding has
been completed and yvou can now go in
and look arcund.

It’s still an old building outside,
dramatically new inside with a glass
dome and an inverted cone of glass so
that you can look right down to the floor
of the house. There are bullet holes in
the outside walls like most of the old
buildings in Berlin. They even reach up
three floors because they were fighting

=l R e
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building-to-building at all levels.

When vou cross the German border you
can tell without seeing the border
guards. The railway track is ice smooth,
throughout turnouts too, and the speed
is fantastic. We crossed over two tracks
at speed by going through two
consecutive crossovers and all wou
could feel was the lateral force for a few
seconds each time, but no bumps.

At the Potsdammerplatz Bamhoff, ICE
trains were going in and out like a
fiddlers elbow! They are the smoothest
finished trains I have ever seen, doors
are perfectly flush, no protrusions and a
beautiful aerodynamic shape front fo
rear. The white colour with thin red
stripe are perfect for it and the letters
ICE are on the loco sides. Very clever
those Germans and they really know
how to give you a thrill on trains.

We also visited Vienna but this was not
by train although they have some great
suburban units. A c¢ity well worth
visiting, more beautiful churches with
spires, trams and coffee with torts you
could die for. If you kept eating them
you probably would die of a heart
attack.

Russian auto couplers have no knuckle,
are large, look ugly and we couldn’t
figure out how they locked. There is an
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inner locking device and it is difficult to
see how they work. Passenger cars all
have buffers and screw link chains, as
are most FEuropean passenger cars
except, ICE and TGV types that are self
contained and do not couple to older
cars.

Almost all locomotives were electric,
just a few diesel switchers that looked
like Alco RSCI13s, high nose and all.

Interior of ICE’ train

Go and enjoy yourself before George W
gets to work it over.

The tour was organised through a
Melbourne Company he Captains Choice
Tour.

"Eastern Europe By Private Train"
Agent: Croydon Travel

34 Main Street Croyden Vic.3136
1 800 650 738 or

03 9725 8555

Fax 9723 9560

Bye for now.
John Collins.
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No TITLE No
VTi4 USA Railroad Layouts (compilation videos 1-6) VT49
VTI15 USA Railroad Layouts (compilation videos 7-13} VTS50
VTl6 Airbrushing for Model Railroaders
VTI17 Weathering Railroad Models by Malcolm Furlow
VTIS Scenery Tips No.1 Rock Moulds by Donald Davis
VT19 Secenery Tips No.2 Backgrounds by Donald Davis VT51
VT20 NMRA Australasian Region 1993 (Tony Koesters

Clinic) by Kevin Brown VT52
VT2I Waitemata ( Auckland NZ ) Convention 1990 by Gerry

Hopkins
VT22 Piki Piki Tram (wvisit to famc?us NZ NG layout of Merv

Smith)
VT23 Diamond Valley Lines (visit to famous layout of Fred =~ VT33

Gill) by Gerry Hopkins
VT24 US Pittsburgh Convention by John Saxon VTS4
VT25 All Aboard An Introduction to Model Railroads by

Madeline Trimby ( Kevin Brown's video conversion of  yT55

tape/slide clinic)
VT26 Optimum Use of Space by John Allen (Kevin Brown's V136

video conversion of tape/slide clinic) ii;;
V127 Gorre & Daphetid Railroad by John Allen (Kevin VT59

Brown's video conversion of tape /slide clinic) VT6O
V128 NG&SL 1991 Convention Clinic by Gerry Hopkins VT61
VT29 Exhibition Layouts 1982 to 1989 by Gerry Hopkins VT62
VT30 Layout Tours No 3 by Gerry Hopkins (Visits to VT63

Sowerby Smith's & Geoff Nott's layouts VTe4
VT3l Realism with plastic Structures (video conversion) VT65
VT32 Convention 1993 and Three Layout Tours VT66

3 The Clinic (Woodland's) L

VT34 Distinctive Rolling Stock by Dean Freytag VT6s8
VT35 Convention 1995 at Marayong & Layout Tours V169
VT36 Rocks & Basic Scenery Made Easy by Dave Frary VT
VT37 Painting Model Structures by Dave Frary V17l
VT38 Finishing Your Scenery by Dave Frary VT72
VT39 Southemn Pacific Vol.2 (Tennessee Pass) VT73
VT40 Union Pacific Vol.5 (The LaGrande VT74

Subdivision) VTS5
VT41 Santa Fe's Arizona Mainline VT76
VT42 Santa Fe's Mojave Mainline VT77
VT43 Burlington Northern's Crawford Hill VT78
VT44 NMRA Australasian Region 1998 Thornleigh Mini VI79

Convention (Rolling Stock, Soldering, Weathering VTR0

Your Models & Pine Trees.) VTE1
VT45 Trains On Location Stevens Pass VT8?2
VT46 Toronto To Chicago Railfan Way VTE3
VT47 Tehachapi Trains on Location (MISSING!) VT84
VT48 Great Layouts US Prototype VTES
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Scenery Tips No.3 by Donald Davis

Prototypes To Make You Comfortable by John
Armstrong Memorable Locomotives by Charlie
McCoy Frequently Seen, Seldom Modeled by Jim
Cope

Signals Made Simple by Mark Hanslip Computer and
Railroad Together by Mark Hanslip

Trees from Weeds by Louis Godbold

Weathering and Aging with Pastels by Robert W Baily Jr.
Rolling Stock from Cardboard by W Meijndert Van
Alphen Foamcore Buildings by Robert Hubbard

The Art of tllusion by C J Riley

N Scale and N Track by Jim Fitzgerald and Ben
Davis

Model Railroad Photography by John Allen
NMRA National Convention 1998- Kansas City
Layout Tours

Convention at Marayong 1995 and Clinic
Presentations by Allen MeClelland

Union Pacific BIG BOYS volume 2

Southern Pacific 1941 volume 1

Santa Fe 3759 Final Run Over Cajon Pass
Santa Fe - War Bonnets Through Raton Pass
Santa Fe Odyssey Vol 1.

Santa Fe Odyssey Vol 11.

Santa Fe - Seligman Sub and New Mexico Main
Scenery & Water — Convention 1997

1997 National Convention, Madison USA
Little Engines of NZ

The Two Foot Gauge Tramway (NZ)
Model Railways of Australia

Gateway 2001 USA Convention Models, etc
Modelling The Prototype (Gerry Hopkins)
Great Northern Vol 1

Great Northern Vol 2

Great Northern Vol 3

The Milwaukee Road Vol 1

The Milwaukee Road Vol 2

The Milwaukee Road Vol 3

Utah Midland — GMR#4

L&N Henderson Div— GMR#9
Cumberland Valley — GMR#10

Virginian & Ohio - GMR#11

Piedmont Div of WM - GMR#12
Yosemite Valley - GMR#15

Cat Mountain & SF— GMR#17

Erie Railroad — GMR#18

F & SM — GMR#24

Rock Island Railroad (Pentrex)
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VIDEO LIBRARY continued Australasian Region Directory

No TITLE No TITLE wWwWw.nmra.org.au
NMRA Inc. PO Box 382, Forestville NSW 2087
VT91 California’s Baldwin Diesels VT107 Lou Sassi West Hoosac / Lee Nicholas Utah Co
VT92 Santa Fe’s Raton Route larado
VT93 Santa Cruz Northern - GMR#35 VTL108 Golden Spike — Nickel Plate Story / Railroads & EXECUTIVE
VT94 ATSF Argentine Div - GMR#29 National Defence
VT95 East Broad Top VTI109 UP Steam over Sherman / Otto Perry's Santa Fe President Allan Garbutt 20 Orchard Ave Winston Hills 2153 (02) 9686-4270
VT96 Classic Chicago Railroading VT110 UP Battle up Sherman Hill / Pennsy Racetrack Vice President Julian Isracl PO Box 266 Killara 2071 0412-786- 568
- AL Ebonid Sexdie VL3 1940-1930 Secretary Rob Barker 9/17 Hampden Rd Artarmon 2064 (02)9419-3990
7 oard Series Vol3 - Treasurer Ken Scales 19 Goliath Ave Winston Hills 2153 (02) 9674-1563
VT98 SP’s Central California Mainline VT111 D&RGW, SF & BN Joint Line / UP Vintage West Trustee David North 1 Deakin St Forestville 2087 {02) 9975-2569
VT99 NYC — The Beach Collection 1960-1980 Members Mario Rapinett 6 Steel St Hcalwr'i!]egh i:g’g? gﬂfggﬁg’ﬁj;gﬂ
; : ; Richard Roth 1 The Crescent Helensbur, 409-
VTIL00 Union Pacific VTI112 - Smith 26 Peel St Baulkham Hills 2153 (02) 9624-3912
VTI101 Southern Pacific — Cab F'ward; 1941; The Coast VT113 3
o SUPERINTENDENTS
VTI102 Union Pacific CD1 DCC Forum Chaired by Peter Jensen
VTI03 Union Pacific CD2 1999 Convention Opening Address by Jack Bugess i
VTI104 1 - Vi . b Div 1 QLD Glenn Stevens 6 Gunsynd Circuit Birkdale 4159  (07)3207-2442
Santa Fe — Challenge for Tomorrow; Vintage Diesels; CD3 PC Data — photos, shareware, eic. Div 2 NSW/ACT Viv Brice 8B C MacGregor 2615 (02) 6254-8204
The Diesel Loco CD4 Alberta Coal Branch by Lynne Zelmer Div 3 VIC/TAS Grant McAdam 194 Booran Road Ormond 3204 {03) 9578-8685
VTI105 SP — Geeps; Diesels; Daylights, Cab F'ward & Diesels Div 4 NT/WA Bob Kollwyn 6 Riplewood Ave w& _ 6108 (08) 9452-1403
VT106 UP Last of Giants / UP 6900 Centennials g: ZNZ ﬁchrm Sherson 39 The Masthead Whitby Porirua New Zealand (+614) 234-8577
All the above listed videos are available from:
OTHER VOLUNTEERS
David Latham
86 Marine Drive AP, Chairman Ken Scales (MMR) 19 Goliath Ave Winston Hills 2153 (02)9674-1563
Oatley NSW 2223 AP Vice Chairman Laurie Green (MmMR) 20 Nambour Drive Sunbury 3429 (031 9744-5188
oo A P. Vice Chairman Peter Weller-Lewis 5 Tarilta Court North Terrace Queanbevan 2620 (02)6293-8282
Phon.e. (123 35H0-530i(h) Librarian, Videos ~ David Latham 86 Marine Drive Oatley 2223 (02)9570-5338
Email: lathamd@optushome.com.au Librarian, Books  David Jupp 51A Greene Ave Ryde 2112 0416280517
Requests from interstate are most welcome and at no cost to members. Requests for specific videos will be given prionty when Member Aid Steve Chapman 138 Railway Road Marayong 2148 (02) 9626-9979
o s pibiiad Broin Toag Contest Chair Gerry Hopkins (MMR) 15 Narara Crescent Narara 2250  (02)4329-0242
) ' Communications ~ Michael Not 11 Glen Darran St Hazelbrook 2779 (02)4758-7101
y . Editor MainLine David Jupp 51A Greene Ave Ryde 2112 0416-280-517
NOTE : A 35 overdue fee per tape is applicable to borrowings longer than 2 months Membership Officer Toni Saxon 186B Davistown Rd Yattalunga 2251 (02) 4369-7453
Public Officer Sowerby Smith 174 Fullers Rd Chatswood 2067  (02)9411-5726
" E @ B E S E S NS E® S FEES§S 8@ FEEF S S EEEEEEEE NS EE SN EE®EEE S EEREE SR EEE NS EE N AN WebMastﬁ wa}.mEagie PDBDX294 Ri‘vmiom 2?65 {02}962?-9892
Library Report September, 2002
EMAIL COMMUNICATION
The number of tapes in the library has risen to nearly 100. A new archiving system, whereby any NTSC tapes and other
masters are converted to PAL for the Australian market, has been very successful. Few members have noted any quality loss Allan Garbutt president/@nmra.org.au David Latham videos@nmra.org. au
in the conversion process but generally everyone is grateful to see videos of their favourite railroads regardless of the Julian Tsrael vicepresident@nmra.org.au David Jupp books@nmra.org au
quality. Rob Barker secretary@nmra.org.au David Jupp editor@nmra.org.au
Ken Scales (Mmr) treasurer@nmra.org.au Steve Chapman memberaid@nmra org.au
There have been several more donations of videos from members and their names will be noted on the video jacket. A big Ken Scales (Mmr) apchair@nmra.org.au Convention Chair convention@nmra.org.au
thank vou to those members. David North trustec@nmra.org.au Michael Nott comms{@nmra,org, au
Mario Rapinett mario{@nmra.org.au Toni Saxon membership@nmra.org.au
I recently have started a rotation system of spreading the library interstate. Both Victoria and ACT have been loaned 6 tapes Richard Roth richard@nmra.org.au Sowerby Smj“" publicofficer@nmra.org.au
each to circulate among the Division members. They have been well received and will be replaced on a regular basis. See Rod Smith rodney(@nmra.org.au Gerry Hopkins (mmR) contest@nmra.org.au
your division superintendent for details and requests for any particular tapes. The updated list of tapes available from the Laurie Green pamr) apvicelaurie@nmra.org.au

library is included in this issue of the Mainline. B ; -
The library has also commenced a levy system in the Sydney area for late returns of tapes. Any tape not returned within two
months of being borrowed will attract a $5 fine. This rule does not apply for inter- and intra-state loans, however early
return of videos would be greatly appreciated.

sy

I am always looking for suggestions for tapes to be included. The narrow-minded among you should be happy before
Christmas.

. L
AMachine shop detmil in Steve Pettat™s
Convention Contest winnine module
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i Lnihicsons Librarian NMRA (Australasian Region)
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