When You’re Serious About Sound...

Whether you're looking for a simple good quality music
system, a world-class Hi-Fi or Home Theatre set-up, please
call us.

For the best in loudspeakers. you need look no further.

As Australia’s oldest loudspeaker manufacturers we have
models to suit all price ranges from tiny units with separate
sub-woofers to full size Studio Monitors. Eight of our models
have received the prestigious Australian Design Award and
are used by the A.B.C. Prices start from just $440 a pair.

Our retail showroom has brands such as Denon, Kenwood,
J.V.C. Sony, & Teac, which complement our speakers.

Whatever your needs - a good guality music-system, a video
recorder, TV, a CD plaver, reengineering of vour old faithful
loudspeakers, or avery serious Hi- Fi system, just call
Ron Cooper on 9938 - 2068 for a friendly and informative
demonstration without the Hi - Fi hype.

Come in anlisten to the Galaxy I,
the ultimate speaker system.

Denon Sytem + Piccolo Speakers 5790

You must see the new and
totally amazing J.V.C.
Digital Video Recorder .
It will allow you to record
up to 21 hours of DVD
quality video on one tape.
J.V.C. Digital Video Recorder

- AUDIOSOUND
AsL

LABORATORIES

Audio Hi-Fi equipment that’s finer and Australian! Since 1968

148 Pitt Road, North Curl Curl, N.S.W. 2099 Ph: (02) 9938-2068
www.audiosoundlabs.com.au
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THE ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

AGM REPORT 2001

by Ken Scales, MmMmR

Sharpening the blade: A model by Geofi Nokt - Photo McCamon
uring the last financial year members of our region have achieved
D SIX Achievement Awards. When you consider the number of mem
bers we have, this is an excellent result. What is even more pleasing
is the fact that the awards were earned in five different categories. I would
particularly like to thank the AP vice chairmen and Divisional Superintendents
who have given me such great support.

Most members of our organization have their own views on the value of
the program. Many consider it is not for them. Many also consider that the
paperwork is too hard and that they are really only in the hobby to enjoy
themselves. I believe that one of the best features of the AP program is that it
gets us out of our comfort zone. Because it is something we do for relaxation
we tend to stay in a comfort zone. We say that we don’t want to do something,
when really we are afraid to fail, or simply can’t be bothered. However when
we look at things other people have built, deep down we wish we could do the
same. You only had to listen to the comments on the Red Stag layout at the
convention to appreciate what I am saying. The AP program forces us to learn
new skills. I have found that I get a lot more satisfaction from the hobby
because of the new skills I have acquired through the AP program. I encourage
others to do the same.

WWW.nmra.org.au
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Model - Geoff Nott

On the cover... “Another Day”

Tired old shay #8 is fired up once again, at Cliffiop, on the 3ft gauge Mann’s Creek
Railway deep in West Virginia. Today, as usual, #8 hauls coal in wooden hoppers the nine
miles down rickety track to Sewell, a siding on the C&O New River line.

En route, the little train will encounter spindly trestles, steep grades, sharp curves and a zig
zag, to reach the tipple within two hours on a good day.

This went on for 70 years until, on another day in 1956, scrapping commenced, obliterating
#8 and the rest of the MCR. Sewell followed suit, though Clifftop survives as just a tiny
village at the side of a state highway.

Drawing by Bill Cooper
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Schedule of Divisional Meetings

New South Wales
All meetings start 2:00 Saturday unless indicated differently.
July Sat 14 Piet & Jenny Hamersma 44 Superior Ave Seven Hills (02)9622 1849
August Sat 11t Rod & Anne Smith 26 Peel Road Baulkham Hills  (02)9624 3912
September Sat22™ John & Toni Saxon 186 Davistown Rd, Yattalunga (02) 4369 7453
October Sat 13* Modular meeting John Bakers 12 Rosebery Rd Kellyville (02) 96292349

November Sat 10™ Sowerby Smith 174 Fullers Road, Chatswood (02) 9411 5726
December The John Baker Function Centre |2 Rosebery Rd,  Kellyville (02) 96292349
Please phone host if you are going to attend meeting. 1t is hard to cater when 6 people phone & 64 turn up.

Mote: Sept Meeting - Getting there.

“Take the Gosford exit from the F3 Freeway. continue along the Pacific Highway past the Shell garage on the right, past McDonalds on the lefi.
across the concrete railway bridge. wrn right at next traffic lights into Dane Drive which becomes York Street then The Entrance Road after East
Gosford shopping centre. turn right at Mobil garage into Avoca Drive and turn right at next roundabout into Davistown Road. 1868 is 800m on the
right. watch for name on mail box. Early bird parking is available on lefi at foot of driveway, otherwise park opposite in Elvy Street ™

(] L]
Victoria
All meetings start [1:30 Sunday unless indicated differently.
July Sun 15% Laurie Green 20 Nambour Drive, Sunbury (03)9744 5188
August Sun 12% Bob Backway 4 Tor Road. Belgrave Heights (03) 9754 6502
September  Sun 16" Gavin Hince 25 Dwyer Street, Clifton Hill (03) 9489 4527
October Sun 14" Graham Meyer 2 Elizabeth Court,  Emerald (03) 39684518
November  Sun 11* John Dennis 62 Owen Street, Mitcham (03) 9874 1684
December Sun 9" Grant McAdam 194 Booran Road, Ormond (03)9578 8685
Canberra
All meetings start at 2:00 pm Saturday unless indicated differrently.
July Sat T® Viv Brice 02y 6254 8204
July Sat 28% Peter Dinham (02)6231 2537
September Sat 1 Stephen Walker (02) 6242 8786
September  Sat22™ Graeme Hodges (provisional )
October Sat 27 Ted Ankrum (02) 6299 9685
November  Sat 24" Stephen O Brien (02) 6288 3614
Queensland
July Sat 14™ Ken Leitch
September Sat I Dennis Lane
November  Sat 10™ Graham Emery
December  Sun 9™ Woodford Museum
For details of Queensland meetings and address of the venue, please contact Glenn Stevens. (07)3201 5022
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This fine scene modelied by Ray Walter - Phofo R Waller
MainLine
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Editor John Saxon
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SUBMISSIONS: MainLine welcomes
articles, photographs, drawings, cartoons
and other railroad modelling related
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President’s
Report

ike many of you I attended the Convention

in Sydney and had one of the maost

enjoyable times ever. This was a well-run
event and all accolades must go to Peter Jensen
and the Convention Committee who put together
a fantastic program that everyone appeared to enjoy. Special note must be
made of the efforts of the organising committee, especially that of Ruth and
Alan Garbuit.

Not only were the clinics ofa very high standard but also we saw a
group of new members participate and share their skills, which I considered
to be very good indeed. The theme of the Convention, “Modelling with the
Masters™ emphasised that we have a huge talent base in the Association.
Even more impressive was the open sharing and exchange of techniques and
information between all those who attended. I particularly enjoyed meeting
with the many country and interstate members and participants who joined
us, and appreciated the good time they had.

Red Stag made a great impression on everyone. This is truly a world-
class effort and became the centrepiece of the convention. Also, it was great
to see the Category K Kitbash competition for the second major convention
far outstrip the number of entries in the main competition. It seems we are
filling an important need with this section. The layout visits provided more
great opportunities with the Modular SIG Group filling a very large shed
(thank you John Baker) with good looking modules that ran flawlessly. A
very impressive sight for those of you who were able to see it.

So as we come to the end of another successful convention | am able
to report that we will be having as planned another three-day convention
next year in Sydney with Tony Koester being our speaker. With the major
shift he has taken in the hobby this should lead to an excellent opportunity for
all to share in what is the cutting-edge of layout design and operation.

The Annual General Meeting was held and the Board was able to
report a good financial situation and no increases in fees, despite the hammering
we have taken with the dollar. Just to remind vou all, we are in this strong
situation because of work taken by the Board to reduce operating costs and
increase member benefits. One note of caution, the US is discussing the
option of increasing fees. We are strongly opposed to this and your Trustee.
David North, will be communicating this point of view on our behalfin St.
Louis in the next few weeks. Our point of view is that the problems shared
by the National body are of their own making and require hard internal
decisions to fix. Therefore your Board opposes the “quick fix" approach that
sees fees being raised. And that is before we even think of the impact this has
on our devalued dollar! But there is no need to be concerned. and 1 will
report the progress of'this issue as it develops.

In the meantime., I really can’t wait for the next Convention. and |

hope to see you there.
Geofl Féoad
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by Grant M*Adam
March 2001

John Beaton was the host of the
March meeting of Division 3 at his home in
Bacchus Marsh. Half of the Division 3
membership was in attendance at this
meeting with a total of 18 members being
present. John had underestimated the number
of members who would be present and
disappeared just after lunch to go and get
additional supplies for afternoon tea.

John has a large N scale layout
permanently set up in a garage. Itishasa
continuous run and during an operating
session he runs to a timetable with different
locations being switched. It requires upto 10
operators and the sessions can last all day to
perform a full sequence. Needless to say
the members of the NMRA did not attempt
to run fo the timetable and John just had a
train circulating around the layout.

During the afternoon there was some
light rain, but that did not dampen anyone’s
spirits as it had been such a long time since
the Victorian country side has received any
appreciable amounts of rain. Itonly lasta
short while and there was plenty of cover to
prevent people getting wet.

The usual suspects had been prolific
during the past month and there was a large
array of models brought along for display
and discussion. Some of these models were
complete: others still under construction and
the remainder were still in the box patiently
awaiting a start to be made. Rolling stock
came from Stephen Hollian who brought
along on of the new silver Bachmann On30
tank cars “au naturale™ and Laurie Green
with three 3/8n2 cars and in On3 a RGS
caboose and a D&RGW box car.
Locomotives were in abundant supply with
Peter MacDonald completing his Manning
Wardle 0-4-0*Hannibal” in On2.5 from a
Branchlines kit in brass, nickel silver and
white metal plus and On3 PSM 2 truck Shay
that he has got to the running stage for Gavin
Hince; Paul Richie had a Backwoods
Miniatures Orenstein & Koppel Sn3 Mallet
still in the box: Geoff Truman has been
working on a DL that was half complete from
a Footplate Models kit; Steve Cullen had
scratch builta Climax type geared locomotive
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and used an Athern mechanism to power it
and Laurie had a 3/8n2 diesel locomotive for
his “layout ina case” entry for the Narrow
Gauge Convention. Laurie gave an
impromptu demonstration on how to convert
artist watercolour paper into rusty metal that
he had used on his diesel. Structures were
not left off the list with Paul having an
example of'a Crystal River building kitin S
scale and Laurie had “L.E. Wills” saddlery
inCrscale which was his entry forthe Standand
Structure competition at the up coming
Narrow Gauge Convention. The concept of
this competition was given a basic set of
dimensions see how many variations on a
theme can be found with different building
styles and materials. Reading material came
from John Dennis with a book entitles
“Narrow Gauge Rails to Esquel™ and Paul
had the latest issue of Light lron Digest. Of
course we cannot forget the contribution
from Mario Rapinett. Mario brought along
several items most of which featured ona
highly detailed diorama featuring craftsman
type kits and Mario explained some of the
techniques he had used in finishing sections
of the diorama.

April 2001

Our luck with the weather for our
meetings may be changing. For first time
meeting host Gary Cronin it was a wet and
cold day but this did not deter eight members
and a visitor making the trek out to Eltham
for the meeting. Fortunately there was plenty

A P R

L TR S i

of cover outside that prevented anyone from
getting wet. The main socialising took place
in Gary’s lounge room where it was much
warmer. Theonly time we did adjoum outside
was to cook lunch and view Gary’s layout
that is in a shed in his backyard.

Gary models in HO and follows US
practice. The impending meeting gave Gary
the impetus to get something running on his
layout. Itisafolded dog-bone designon two
levels. At this stage most of'the track work is
in but none of the scenery. He has cardboard
flats along the back scene to represent the
low relief buildings that will go in these
positions. This prevents you from expending
too much time on a structure that may not fit
in the desired location. We look forward to
see the progress on the layout over the years.

Despite the attendance being down
at this meeting we all had a very sociable
timeand there were plenty of itemson display.
Grant McAdam had finally got around to
finishing the Country Fire Station based on
plans that had appeared in Narrow Gauge
Downunder, he also had photographs of some
of the entries in the competition from the
recent narrow gauge convention and a copy
ofthe notes from that convention that ran to
over 280 pages. Some On3 log skeleton cars
had been assembled by Laurie Green from
Ian Lindsay Models kits. More O scalerolling
stock this time in On2.5 came from Stephen
Cullen who had modified a flat carto actasa
track-cleaning car. Ken Hughes brought along
a freelance railcar in On2.5. Another

The eagme and hocomotive maintenance area on Steve’s layoul.

MainLine

locomotive came from the stable of Peter
MacDonald. Thistime itwasaHO VR D3
676 which is a steam locomotive. John
Dennis had the book “Rail on Eyre™ and
drawings of the Innistail Tramway John
Fowler 0-6-2 that he had obtained from
England.

May 2001 - By Laurie Green MMR

Itwas a cool Autumn day when Steve
and June Cullen hosted the May NMRA meet-
ing, but that didn’t deter the 16 memberswho
eagerly arrived to see what changes and ad-
ditions Steve had made to his On30 logging
and mining switching [ayout, “Bellbird™. Itis
always a delight to see Steve’s layout, and
somehow he negotiated an addition to one
end of his layout, which now protrudes into
the kitchen alcove! The layout is fully
sceniced, with Steve now completing the fine
detailing, including building interiors. addi-
tional figures and vehicles.

A bring your own BBQ lunch, with
additional catering by Steve and June, was
followed by a very pleasant aftermoon with
members catching up with each other, and
sharing their ideas and opinions on the many

open Mon-Fri

facets of the hobby. A large range of
members models and books were on display,
including a Grain Agent’s Shed and a
corrugated iron Goods Shed —both in *Ho’
scale by John Dennis, an ‘O scale stone
Depotanda “On3"W.S.L.C. Caboose brought
by Gavin Hince, while Stuart Mitchell showed
his On30 Railcar Kit. Peter MacDonald
brought his latest two models along, both in
Ho scale, a V.R. DERM and a S.A.R. 600
diesel locomotive and Paul Richie had his
“Will's Saddery™, an S scale structure and
an O&K Mallet {under construction in Sn3)
ondisplay. Laurie Green had one ofhis *On3’
Framed Skeleton Log Cars and a large pine
tree using Selley’s “No More Gaps’anda
comb to simulate the bark texture. -,

What is your Email address?
We recently sent a broadcast email message
to those members who have supplied their
email address when joining or renewing. 1f}
you have an email address, did notreceivea
test message from jsaxon/@tac.com.au and
would like to be included in our database for
circulation of news and meeting date
changes, etc. would you please send a
message to me,

Toni Saxon, Membership Officer.

ARHS/nsw bookshop J

Try the ARHS first for
Railway Books & Magazines

Australia's best selection of new books, magazines and videos on
‘Australian, North American and British railways and tramways. Mail

order is a speciality - Bankcard, Visa N

or Mastercard welcomed.

ARHS

7.

I

12-5.30pm

MainLine

L
Sat 9-4 ::?' ]
1 | =

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - New South Wales Division
The ARHS Archives, at the same address, are open for research on the first, second and
third Saturdays of each month, 10am to 3.30pm.

RENWIOR

Canberra

by Viv Brice

Canberra Operations Group

In February of 1999 the Canberra
Region Operators group met for the first time.
Three of our number had “Operating Lay-
outs at various stages of completion. Two of
the layouts were "Block Control” while the
third was “Command Control.” We had de-
cided to each run 3 sessions on the first Tues-
day of consecutive months before moving
onto the next lavout.

We started with Command Control.
ThisisaC & O Layout with provision for 5
controllers on DCC. Withtimetable in hand.
the dispatcher issued directions to the five
engineers who duly followed the timetable
seeking permission from the dispatcherto
proceed to the next station as appropriate.
Extra hands were put to good use by
partnering with an engineer - the engineer
controlling his train while his partnerensured
that the road ahead was set correctly. They
also worked together to plan and execute
shunting movements required en route.

Continned Page 7/
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67 Renwick St
Redfern, 2016

phone or fax
02 699 1714
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Canberra October
Contirmsed from Page 3.

The second layout was a
block and section generic layout,
running peint to point, double
track. with 2 mainline controllers
and local controllers at the
receiving/dispatching vards at the
bottom and top ends of the layout.
An industrial area was also located
near the top end of the layout
under local control, which allowed |8
for some shunting movements.
Personnel were allocated as 2 x
engineers, 3 x yvardmasters plus |
dispatcher.

The third layout is a block
and section, single line, point to
point, NSW mountain layout based
on Penrith to Lithgow and
including the Zig-Zag. There are 2
mainline controllers. At Lithgow. the yvard
includes local control plus control overa
branchline to Zig-Zag Colliery. A
branchline to the Wolgan Valley leaves
the top of the Zig-Zag and allows
interchange with the mainline. Access to
MNewnes is by local control. Personnel are
allocated as 2 x mainline engineers, 1
vardmaster Lithgow, 1 tower operator
mainline. 1 branchline engineer Newnes
plus 1 dispatcher. We have attempted to
run to a set timetable.

The time devoted to our monthly
meeting. which typically runs from 7:30
to 9:30 - 10:00 has proved to be both
beneficial to all concerned and an
enjoyable way to spend an evening with
friends in the hobby. We have found that
6 - 8 people is an “ideal” number to run a
session. The operating sessions have
directly benefited the owners of the
layouts in the following ways:

When operating your own layout
as a general rule you can only operate
safely one locomotive at a time. You
“know™ your layout and its little
idiosyncrasies. Unfortunately your fellow
railroaders do not. Consequently, when
you have your first running session all
these faults are highlighted plus a number
you didn’t know existed. Not to worry -
dutifully noted - you now have one month
to correct all these faults,

When operating yvour layout in a
group scenario, you discover which track
designs need modification to improve
operation. These are examined. solutions
found and modifications made ready for
testing at the next group operating
session. There’s nothing like a deadline
to get you moving!

MainLine

UP action on Don Davis's Soulh Side RR in Aprl - Phato McCarron

Group operating sessions put all
your locomotive and rolling stock to the
test. Again shortcomings can be noted
and problem vehicles attended to before
the next session.

Timetables - from an uncertain
beginning these have been steadily
refined and improved resulting in more
successful running sessions as we all gain
both confidence and capability.

For those who attend to help run
there are benefits too. First, they get to
operate a layout in a steadily improving
proto-typical environment. Second, they
get to experience all the all the various
roles: engineer, yardmaster, tower
operator, dispatcher - over time one is able
to build up not only ones knowledge but
the hours necessary to attain Chief
Dispatcher in the Achievement Scheme.
Again it is always a great time of
fellowship. Usually in the analysis of the
evening over a cup of coffee. any
difficulties encountered are discussed and
solutions suggested that would improve
future running sessions. Afterall in finding
solutions, many heads are better than one.

The future: We intend to continue
with our present format. While one of our
block and section layouts has been lost a
new replacement lavout is under
construction. We are also fortunate in
having a new command control layout
come on line. | believe that all in our group
are of the opinion that a great time is had
by all while at the same time improving
our skills.

John Prattis.

Sydney
by Ruth Garbutt
April 2001

Fifty people enjoyed viewing Donald
Davis™ South Side Railroad during the visit
to Don & Janette’s Kings Park home in
April. The layout features first generation
diesels from S.P, U.P, ATSF, N.P. and Rio
Grande.

The layout area is in the shape of
a shortened wedge measuring 8 metres
along the back wall and 5.7 metres at the
vard end and the opposite end with the
gorge 3 metres wide. The layout is
basically a folded dogbone of single line
trackage. A coal mine is accessed from
the mainline. There is a main yard which
gives access to a meatworks, coal
merchant, wheat silos and engine sheds.
From the main yard the interchange to the
branch line is reached where the branch
line accesses cattle yards. wheat silos and
the timber mill.

Several members brought excess
medeling goodies which were quickly
appreciated by those who bought them.

Thank you Don and Janette for
hosting the meeting.

May 12

--at Ian Hopkins. Thirlmere.
Thirty-seven people enjoved lan
and Peter’s hospitality amidst a beautiful
autumn garden setting. Many enjoyed
looking at Ian’s rolling stock collection
Continued on Page... 14/.
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t was great to be part of Convention
]:EL"IIII where over 100 people met to

share their enthusiasm and passion
for model trains.

There was much activity and
energy generated over the whole
weekend. The convention offered a
variety of clinics, ladies’ craft, silent
auction. layout displays. retailers selling
goods at discount prices. contests. great

food—and simply the best cake for

morming teal

As regisirar. | enjoyed putting
faces to names. making new friends.
catching up with those I meet at regular
monthly meeting and sitting in on both

ladies and train clinics.

[ could not fail to be overwhelmed
by the absolute magnetism of Red Stag.
When the video that was being filmed
over the weekend is released it will be one
train video I'll make sure my husband
Allan buys!

The Red Stag group presentation
on Sunday confirmed what talented

R e Winter 2001

(0 people filled the auditoriem to hear |

master modelers we have amongst us and
we can truly be proud of this world-class
quality layout.

Geoff Nott’s scenery clinic was
inspiring as he took us step by step
through his particular method of creating
scenery. He encouraged us (mere
amateurs) to believe it was possible to
achieve the same quality of scenic
presentation. What a challenge!

At the ladies craft sessions there
was a lot of learning and sharing different
skills with each other. (The talent is not
only limited to the guys.)

The home layout 1 visited left me
feeling motivated and inspired. [t's really
oreat to feel such hospitality when we visit
our modelling colleagues.

I was given the opportunity to
operate the DCC on the Modular SIG’s
lavout at Kellvville and now I can
understand why Allan is home so late on
Saturdays. He and the guys are having
too much fun “playving trains’.

Many thanks go to all who helped

and contributed to the success of the
convention.
I look forward to seeing you soon.

Pouth arbtt
PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

Results of the convention photo

competition are as follows.
Category D Prototype colour:
Ist place David Lathem with
“Do Not Proceed™
2nd Place David Lathem with
“0ld Carriage™
3rd Place John Saxon with
“Leaving Morth Freedom™
Merit awards to:
Ray Walter for
*Cai Rafael Freyre™ and “Cai Manalich™
John Parker for “Coming Through the
Rye”
Category C Prototype B/W
No Ist 2nd or 3rd awarded. Merit Award
to John Parker for “Odd couple.”

MainLine

Model Contest
winners for
Convention 2001

Congratulations to all winners and
thanks to every entrant for their
participation.

Ist Phil Calvert
2nd Andrew Jordon

Diesel
Ist Andrew Jordon
2nd Andrew Jordon

Passenger

Ist Jack MacMicking
2nd Jack MacMicking \
Freight il
Ist Geo Paxon  Reefer (also BestIn ’
Show with 107.5 points) Y
2nr Jack MacMicking
3rd Jack MacMicking
Caboose ;
Ist Mario Rappinett N
2nd Eric Bennett R

3rd Jack MacMicking o

Non Revenue

Structure On Line

3rd Jack MacMicking
Structures Off Line

1st Paul Richie (103.5 points)
2nd Mario Rappinett

3rd Mario Rappinett

it

Display On Line
Ist John Montgomery
Display Off Line

I1st John Montgomery

Gerry Hopkins, MMR
Contest Chairman NMRA Aust Region

il
L

I'st Geo Paxon (103 points)

Caboose by Mario Rapinett. Photo-McCaman

LOOKING FOR THOSE ELUSIVE DETAIL PARTS?
THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN

Asquith Model Railways

359 Pacific Hwy Asquith
(Opposite the Railway Station)

Asquith Model Railways
P.O. Box 106
Asquith NSW 2077
Phone/FAX 9482 3242
Proprietor Peter Leggett

British 7/ US / Australian

* Australian Model Craft Kits & Accessories
White Metal Figures & hard to find castings
Etched Brass Fencing/Gates & other treasures

®

@

Fine Scale Screws, Nuts, Washers
(brass & steel)

* Peco fine scale code 75 track & turnouts

* Romsford gears, wheels & worm sets

* Narrow Gauge kits & accessories

L]

Woodland Scenics - large range

‘0’ Scale kits & accessories

L

Floquil paints - new stock

@

Wide range of Decals

Winter 2001 o 9




Phata - McCarron

: CONVENTION ROUND-UP

Geoff Nott demonstrates his scenery
techniques.

Betty & Bob of Punchbow! Hobbies.
Maria Spencer-Salt of MRC.
Category K- SOQ Line Loco.

Category K - Station.

Porter by Mario Rapinett.

Jim Costello of J&J Hobbies with Gerry Hopkins.
Crossing the bridge on Red Stag.

W\
Photfo - McCarron

MainLine
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Photo - Allan Garbutt

~ —_ L . ‘ gl _;'
Luke and Warren Herbert of
Gwyder Valley Models
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CONVENTION ROUND-UP

Ray Mackaway & David Latham
} i

Betty Palterson reveives her
President's Award for over 20 years
senvice to the hobby of
railroad modeifing.

Fhoto-Allan Garbutt

Photo - Alian Garbuit

.

Chris Eagle & John Montgomery
weathering rollingstock

Fhoto - Allan Garbutt
12 ® Winter 2001
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3 Bill Kerr of The N-Scaler

" Warren Wormald & his sisterElaine

Al >

Photo - Allan Garbutt

CONVENTION ROUND-UP

MULFORD PLASTICS PTYLTD

A.C.N. DOO 057 170
® Brisbane, Queensland: 12 Machinery Street, Darra 4076
B Melbourne, Victoria: 14 Capital Drive, Dandenong 3175
B Adelaide, South Australia: 2 Richard Street, Hindmarsh 5007
® Perth, Western Australia: 21 Pearson Way, Osborne Park 6017
= Head Office & Sydney Branch, MSW: 23 South Street, Rydalmers 2116

Phone (07) 3375 1700 Fax (07) 3375 3377
Phone (03) 9793 7622 Fax (03) 9793 7644
Phone (08) 8340 1001 Fax {08} 8340 1621
Phone (08) 9446 9933 Fax {08} 9244 1240
Phone (02) $638 2144 Fax {02) 9538 2190

MULFORD WELCOMES MODELLERS!

Do phone in your inquiries or orders
before calling in personally

at Rydalmere, Darra or Dandenong

9.00 am - 4.00 pm  Mon-Fri

White High Impact Polystyrene (HIPS) is a highly versatile
material and is usually available from MULFORD in such sizes as:

Length x Width x Thickness Per Sheet

1370 mm x 760 mm x .28 mm (.8666" in HO) $2.64 |
1370 mm x 760 mm x .50 mm (1.733" in HO) $473
1370 mm x 760 mm x .75 mm (2.57" in HO) $6.99
1370 mm x 760 mm x 1.00 mm (3.466" in HO) $9.35
1370 mm x 760 mm x 1.50 mm (5.199" in HO) $14.02
1370 mm x 760 mm x 2.00 mm (6.857" in HQO) $18.70
1370 mm x 760 mm x 3.00 mm (10.29" in HO) $28.05

MINIMUM ORDER TWO SHEETS - PRICES INCLUDE GST

MainLine Winter 2001 o 13



iy ARENTT YOU Runawi,
YouR. DANGTASTIC ViRTUAL

MUCH HAD CHANGED N THE  HOBEY eqo
BUT Q(ASIONALY OME COULD GET THE FEELING
THAT SOmetTivgG WAS MISINVG a0 s

National Model Railroad Association Inc.

(Australasian Region)
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2000.
31/12/00 31/12/99
Assets $ $
INMRA Main Trading Account 3,185.20 2281.59
INMR A Convention Account 6,967.89 12,038.75 Cash Reserves
10,153.09 14.320.34
Library Inventory at cost 272266 1,144.00
Total Assets 12,875.75 15,464.34
Liabilities
Members Equity 12,875.75 15,464.34
John Saxon
12 April 2001

PLEASE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Continured from Page... 7/.
May Meeting - Sydney
which he has accumulated on his

Stuart Hall Canada Bay NSW N North American numerous business trips to America. Tan
Tom Rix Queanbeyan NSW F models US steam diesel transition era.
Peter Dinham Wanniassa ACT N American Wiy dotheali> sppeemniy i 1ske
. A . s - a guided tour at the Rail Transport
ga"mgiems Figtree NSW HO NSW Museum and this included the workshop
oug .arkson Toowoomba QLD N USA/Canada area which is not normally accessible to
Peter Irving Eastwood NSW HO NSWGR visitors.
Rob Barker Artarmon NSW HO  Soo (1990) The Justcanventon sk the
Phillip Anderson Gladesville NSW HO' Canadiar forefront of discussion. A great social
Garry Hatch Queanbeyan NSW HO Us/Aust. afternoon in pleasant surroundings.

) Our thanks to lan and Peter.
Homby/Lima Ruth Garbutt

It all
depends
on how

you
label it

14 ® Winter 2001

We have been exchanging emails with Allen Pollock, NMRA President, regarding
the new system of labelling the Bulletin. Many don'tlike itand trying to remove the label
ustially results in further damage to the cover.

Allentells us that itisall a matter of expense. Apparently a change to different glue
orachangeof paper type would double the cover cost. Other avenues are being explored but
itmay be some time before any improvements will flow through.

[n the meantime, new member Ron Solly from South Australia tells us that M.
Sheen is the answer! Ronsprays the label with Mr. Sheen until it is soaked and then, after
approximately 20 seconds, carefully lifis the label. spraying more as required, until it comes
away.

Ronsays thata damp clothapplied to the cover will then remove the residue of the
glueand the Mr. Sheen.

Toni Saxon, Membership Officer

MainLine

MainLine

Naﬁdnal Model Railroad Association Inec.
{Australasian Region)

Income and Expenditure Report for Year Ended 31 December 2000

Income Note 2000 1999
3 3

Meeting Contributions 1514 693
MainLine — Advertising 1 220 220
Membership Dues Received 2 11217 11775
Bank Interest 2
Donations Received 304
Company Store/Name Badge Sales 3 44 133
Convention Auction Receipts 3838
Convention Income - 3984 15118
Exhibition Layout Revenue 150 255
Miscellaneous 5

Total Income 17134 32338

xpenditure

Meeting Expenses 1271 1218
MainLine Printing Costs 2872 3480
MainLine Postage Costs 867 720
Mainline Envelopes 37
Membership Administration 3 824 272
US Membership Remittances 6 7757 G408
Bank Charges, Fees & Interest 7 204 206
Credit Card Merchant Fees 8 469 896
Postage. Photocopying & Stationery 128 300
Public Liability Insurance 9 793 613
Exhibition Layout Costs & Expenses i 248
Convention Costs 2959 10278
Library Expenses 14 12
Achievement Program 27
Convention Auction Payments to Members 3374
Mail Box Rental 124 115
Trustee Travel Support 260 468
State Government Taxes 77
State Government Registration 57 35
Subscriptions 38 35
Name Badge Costs 135
Divisional Expenses 135
Computer Software 98
Trailer Repairs 200

Total Expenses 19723 31705

Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year (2589) 633

Winter 2001
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Letters & Comment

TRAMS

Dear Editor,

I received the Autumn Mainline
today, and read the follow up article on
“Trams, Trolleys and Traction™. John
Bullen provided a number of corrections,
but I must dispute his assertion that
Balaclava Junction was the only Grand
Union in Australia.

When the original article was
published I did some digging around,
with the aim of offering some corrections.
1 was aware of the two Grands Union in
Auckland, but was also aware of a number
in Adelaide.

I contacted various people, and at
one stage had answers of 0,1,2.4 and 5,
before Peter Vawser of the Tramway
Museum at St Kilda in Adelaide came up
with what he feels is the definitive answer.

Here is his final reply:

Finally, I have a definitive
answer for you. There were three Grand
Union Junctions in the Adelaide tram
system. They were:

1. King William Street / North Terrace
2. King William Street / Grote & Wakefield
Streets

3. Hanson Street (now Pulteney Street)
and Wakefield Street

These were fully complete
Junctions in the original system. Over
time, two of them partially dismantled
leaving only the junction at King William
Street / North Terrace.

There were two “almost™ Grand
Unions in Adelaide as well. One ofthese,
at King William Street/ Currie & Grenfell
Streets. had throughout its life all the
tracks needed for a Grand Union, but
never at the same time.

| have attached a scan of an old
map showing two of these Grand Unions,
plus the “almost™ one described above.

Regards,
John Dennis
Melbourne, Australia

EDITOR'S NOTE:

If you would like the plan of Adelaide.
showing the tram tracks. send an email to
mecarronf@tpg.com.au with TRAM
PLAN inthe heading. The map of' adelaide
will be emailed back to vou.

16 @ Winter 2001

Convention 2001

This was my first convention so
everything was new. [ thoroughly enjoyed
it, and as | am just starting to build my
layout. I came away with my head full of
ideas (some conflicting - like how to wire
turnouts for DCC) and busting to get
started. There was the usual problem
associated with concurrent sessions, of
deciding which one to attend. Some
advance warning of what the demos in
the main hall would cover would have
helped.

It was good to be able to talk to
the various trades people, as | don’t have
a ‘local” hobby shop to drop into at a
whim. | came home poorer in dollars, but
richer in bounty.

Full marks to the organisers.

Regards
Ric Cother
Orange, NSW

Convention Comment

I really enjoyed my time at the con-
vention and especially the effort made by
organisers to arrange for transport of us
interstaters to enable us to participate in
the layout tours on the Monday. (In par-
ticular | thank Brian Morris for providing
the wheels and company to convey a
West Aussie and two Mexicans- oops
Victorians!)

Public transport to the venue was
pretty convenient and [ did not have to
impose on the organisers for pick up,
however it was offered and [ appreciated
the helpfulness of all organisers | came in
contact with.

The display of the Red Stag
Lumber Company was an absolute delight
and the effort Gerry Hopkins took to
provide an operating DCC layout and the
time to demonstrate the use of Easy DCC
was welcomed.

This was the first time | have taken
part in a silent auction and managed to
come away with a few goodies. [ like
the concept and being able to use a
credit card for payment was really
convenient.

Obviously I could not attend all
the clinics but of those I did | applaud
those presenters for usually very good
presentations. However it is sometimes
easy to go over the top on presentation
but not really include enough content.

The side show presentations
where one-to-one, or a few was a great
concept, as one could hone in on
particular aspects and directly question
the demonstrators. This aspect could
possibly be amplified in future
conventions.

I was not able to attend the
Convention Dinner due to Other
commitments, so cannot comment on that,
but several other attendees commented
on the interesting speaker. Not sure [ can
make it next year, but good luck with the
next convention.

Bruce Norton
Albany, Western Australia

Convention Comment

I have atiended a few conventions
now over the past few years, and this was
by far the best and what really stands out
for me was the friendship. The only
disappointment I had was that [ could
only attend the one day.

The benchmark for me is afier |
attend a clinic and can say to myself, when
I'm modelling next time [ will try what that
Presenter was giving the clinic on, and
this is what occurred with every clinic 1
was at. Unfortunately in the past at other
conventions seme of the clinics I have
attended I have come away wondering to
myself, how does that relate to model
railroading, let alone did 1 get anything
out of it.

A very enjovable day and | came
away with lots of new ideas.

Stephen Reynolds
San Remo, NSW

MainLine
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IRDOT Infrared Detectors

Australian distributors of the
IRDOT range of infrared train
detectors. These simple track
occupancy detectors can be used tor all
kinds of functions on the model raifway
layout. Storage yards, tunnels and
automatic point operation, block
control, signaling, and reversing loop
control.

Try the Slow Accelerate units
tor shuttle service, station stopping,
crossing loops and storage siding
control.

Variable speed digital clock,
level crossings and direction control.
Mo Moedifications bo track or
rollingstock necessary.

Works with all DCC systems.

Phone: 02 6732 5711

Email: steam@northnet.com.au

Proprietor Warren Herbert

Gwydir Valley Models

Australian Heritage Billboards
Multi colour decals of early
Australian billboard signs.
Kinkara Tea
Goldenia Tea
Dr. Morse’s Indian Root Pills
Mother’s Choice Flour
Billy Tea
Atlantic Qil
C.0.R. 01l
Champion spark Plugs
Sydney Morning Herald
Post and Telegraph Office

Also a selection of decals suitable for
NSW “Way and Waorks” wagons.

Ring for information and to discuss your needs.
P.O. Box 740 GLEN INNES NSW 237

Gwydir Valley Prints

Comprehensive range of
framed prints of railway art from a
selection of famous railway artists
including Jan Rons, Kenneth G. Bowen,
Phil Belbin, Brian Baigent, John Brown
and Others. Many prints signed and
numbered. Some Examples;

Jan Rons
Tuolumne Tank, Trout Lake, Niagara
Bridge, Vance Junction,

Placerville Turn, Scrapping the We.

Kenneth G. Bowen
Shunting at Darling Harbour
Moonday at the Gong
Pick up Goods at Koorawatha
Morning Departure at Cootamundra
Sunday in Junee Roundhouse

Brian Baigent

Thunder in the Highlands, Journey of
the Giants, Branch Line Duties,
Thoroughbred in Steam, The North
Coast Mail, Prince of Rails.

lohn Brown
Night shift at Junee

MainLine

Winter 2001 e 17



The Ideas File

At Mario Rapinett’s suggestion,
this column has been introduced
to pass on member’s model
building hints and suggestions,
which in themselves are too small
to justify a full article. If you have
something you feel others would
be interested in, please email or
write to John Saxon at the address
shown elsewhere in MainLine.

O SCALE MODELLING

A number of people have
moved from HO to O scale. In the
process. many have sold off their HO
castings / details.

I have collected quite a few of
these items and incorporated them in
an experiment. using an O scale
structure & figures.
together, with what [ think over a
hundred HO castings. Only the large
drums are “07 scale.

So don't sell off detail parts

18 ® Winter 2001
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or, why didn’t I think of that?

Mrio Rapinett's Blacksmith Shop is full of HO scale bits and pieces - Photo McCarron

when moving into another scale, as
many of them can be re-used, in
buildings. on wagons. locos. etc.

QUICK-PLANING TRUNKS

FOR YOUR TREES

Tall timbers: it has been written
about for years. Yet some writers still
insist on carving balsa or using a rasp
to form the trunks of their trees.

Recently | decided to use
hardwood dowel for my 200 foot( HO
scale) Redwood trees. as balsa was
not strong enough at this height.

During a visit to my local
hardware store. 1 found a small El
cheapo ($10) hand-plane. which
allowed me to taper balsa and dowel
in seconds.

Using a small sheet of course
sand paper | was able to rid any sharp
edges. You will be surprised how quick
and easy this method is.

I then use my small tenon saw

to rough the surface and a motor dril|
for the branch holes.

NON-SMELLY LACQUER

Dull-cote is applied after
applying chalks to models or rolling
stock or after a spray paint job.
| have stopped using this product, as
it gives off an unpleasant odour and
unless used outdoors, could be harmful
to your health. Yes | am also giving
up smoking.

Craft shops have a similar
product. called Matt Spray finishing
sealer. which is 3 times the can size.
less expensive ($13.00) and has little
odour.

My wife Jackie uses it. over
acrylic paints once she has completed
a painting.

As more modellers are trying
acrylic paints. for example the Jo
Sonja’s range. | hope to review a
number of additional products that can

MainLine

help obtain a better paint finish.

If possible try to obtain a copy
of the excellent clinic notes produced
by Bernard Snookyad or better still,
purchase a copy this years “Narrow
Gauge Downunder™ magazine for
additional information on using acrylic
paints.

ASSEMBLING WHITE-
METAL BUILDINGS

Gavin Hince has been using Liquid nails
instead of super glue to assemble
structures. Takes longer to set, probably
needs clamping, buy the paintables
version but gives time which super glue
does not.

HOT MELT GLUE
Editor Keith McCarron has had success
with use of a hot melt glue gun on suitable
materials. The objects to be glued should
be clamped together., if possible and Keith
cautions to watch you don’t get any on
vour fingers. It sticks and it burns.

PLAN BANK
Mario has suggested the Region set up a
plan bank into which members could

deposit kit plans and instruction sheets
after they have finished building their
models. These would then be made
available to members when they have
mislaid instructions or acquire a second-
hand kit missing its plans. Anybody
prepared to volunteer to run this service?

CURING SUPER GLUE
John Saxon has found the use of Zip
Kicker absolutely essential when using
super glue on some models as
occasionally the glue just won't set
quickly enough for his liking. Available
from most hobby shops, dangerous
(follow the warnings), but works well for
him.

RAFTER ENDS
Installation of neat and tidy rafter ends
can be one of the more difficult jobs in
scratch building. John uses a NWSL
Chopper cut all the internal angles but
purposely makes the rafter ends a few
millimetres longer than needed to allow
the surplus to be used to hold the item
whilst the super glue or MEK sets. He
then uses a sprue cutter to neatly cut off
each end in line with the overhang of the
roofand parallel with the walls.

COLOURING PLASTER
BUILDINGS

Steve Pettit finds he has better control in
painting his plaster buildings by using
fine soft artist’s pastels dissolved in
Isocel. Although expensive, he
recommends Schmincke Kunstler Pastell
Farben pastels, which he grinds on
sandpaper into a dust so fine that he does
not get any residue on the castings. Steve
dissolves the dust into the Isocol which
results in an easily workable paint. then
using a small brush, he paints the lightest
colours first working up to the darker
colours. Steve then uses rubbing alcohol
to blend the colours and finishes with a
dark wash between the stone as mortar.

Geelong

Mail Order Specialist

Model Train & Railway Supplies

Bought ¢ Sold ¢ Swapped
New and Used Model Railway Equipment
Big Collection Hornby < Mint Used Locos

Locos from $20.00 ATHERN ROCO MARKLIN Transformers from $20.00
Aosorted Gozctes. - 1000 pACHMAN MODEL POWER FLEISCHMAN  NewFlex Track o $300
Set Track $0.50 TRIANG ATLAS WOODLANDS  Assoried Buildings used fm  $6.00
Used Points $5.00 PECO LIFELIKE POLA Stafions from 520.00
Mo Buikg 1its W 000 eI PLASTRUCT HORNBY Ballast from $250
Four Wheel Wagoeas ~ 55.00 Scatter $250

Phone/Fax David (03) 5278 2073
PO Box 5333 North Geelong Vic 3215

Mail order specialist - friendly unbeatable prices Bankcard, Visa, Master Card or COD Post

MainLine
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by Phil Yates

One of the great things about
marrying an artist was learning about light,
Light is one of the key aspects of painting,
drawing, and, as it turns out, military,
vehicle and railway modelling,

Light affects colour in two ways:
large areas of colour appear lighter than
small areas of the same colour and colour
appears lighter under bright lights than
in shadows.

So what's the impact of this on
our modelling? As an example, take a
model of a military tank. Because the model
is much smaller than the original vehicle,
the base colour needs to be several
shades lighter than the original colour to
appear the same. Moreover, because the
light does not strike the vehicle the same
on the top and the bottom, the decking
needs to be even lighter and the
undersides a bit darker to give the model
the same appearance as the real life
prototype.

The easiest way to achieve this
effect is to initially paint the model the
colour of the original vehicle, this colour
being then ideal for shadows. When this
is dry, mix in heaps of white {(you’ll be
surprised how much it takes to get the
right look) and re-paint the vertical
surfaces - the hull and the turret sides.

Regional Roundup Continued

Queensland

Graham Emery, who was happy
to show the expansion that has taken
place since our last visit two years ago,
hosted the second Division | meeting for
2001. Graham’s layout is a classic dog-
bone doubled over a couple of times, with
a single track mainline and three passing
sidings. The layout will eventually be
expanded to cover all of his back shed,
with some ofhis old temporary layout still
remaining to enable trains to run.

Graham has set up the layout for
DCC. using NCE equipment, and he has
DC available for visitors if needed. The
writer, as a first time DCC user on the day,
fell into the DCC beginners trap when he
discovered that two trains running under
DCC can collide, when he almost rear
ended two mainline trains.

Ten members attended an
enjoyable afternoon, with apologies
being received from Graeme Young and

20 & Winter 2001

Add even more white for the sloped
surfaces, and more again for the horizontal
surfaces - the decking and the wurret top.

If it all looks like a mess while
you are doing it, remember that wet paint
looks much lighter than the shade will look
when dry. Try looking at the finished
product at arm’s length when finished to
verify this fact,

When I leamned about painting
light and shadows, 1 wondered why no
one in modelling talked about it. Figure
painters use this technique all the time,
but no one ever told me to try it on other
models. Then, thinking about it, 1 realised

Craig Woodhead. For ‘show-and-tell”
Garth Fraser bought along two of his
scratch built structures in O Scale. They
were up to Garth’s usual high standard,
and [ don’t think it will be too long before
we have an application for MB Structures,
Web-site

Just a reminder that Division 1
now has its own web-site courtesy of
Lynn Zelmer in Rockhampton. Our web
address is www.zelmeroz.com/anmra-1.
The site contains contact information,
copies of our last couple of newsletters,
and a synopsis of modelling activities
from some Division | members. It is well
set up and worth a visit. Many thanks to
Lynn for his efforts.
Division 1 NMRA Business

As a follow-up to last meetings
discussion concerning the meeting
schedule. there have been two
amendments. First, the member’s scenery
clinic will be held at the November meeting
hosted by Graham Emery, with the subject
of the clinic being the mountain on his
new layout,

Scene of a pastwreck on the n Davis South Side RR - Phofo McCarron

i
¥
¥

that modellers traditionally weather their
madels and looking at some of the better
madels, I saw that their modellers had
used weathering to lighten the better-lit
surfaces

With a better understanding of
light and colour, the process is no longer
such a hit and miss affair. Anyone can
produce models that look like something
real and not just toys.
(Phil Yates is a military modeller from
Okoia, near Wangamui, New Zealand.
This article first appeared in the NZ
Model Raitway Jowrnal and he can be
contacted at <stories@xtra.co.n=>)

Second, the Christmas function
will now be held in conjunction with a
visit to the Durundur Railway (aka the
Woadford Narrow Gauge Museum). 'We
will get to ride a 2" gauge train. have a
BBOQ lunch, and participate in the
installation of the first model diorama for
the Museum, a cane railway diorama built
by member Lynn Zelmer.

The proposed second
Beginners Clinics is back on the schedule
for sometime in August, at a date to be
determined.

Division 1 Personal News

Following-on from the
suggestion of a trip on the Mary Valley
Line, the ex-QR Railmotor (RR powered)
was used for a trip on Sunday 3 June from
Gympie to Imbil and return. The railmator
left ahead of the C-17 powered regular
excursion both from Gympie and Imbil to
enable photo enthusiasts to get good
shots

Glenn Stevens
Superintendent

MainLine

Report on the 2001

where a campaign has been launched to
keep any fee increases to a minimum by
better overall financial responsibility. Our

d local Membership Officer will collect all
n n u a e n e ra ee I n dues, both Australasian and US. This will
further reduce cur costs, as the National

by Michael Flack

body will cover all expenses incurred.

Vice President’s Report
The MainLine magazine is still the

The Annual General Meeting of the Queensland and now in New South Wales srijor cast to the region; both i dollans

NMRA was held on 10" June 2001 at  have continued to generate revenue, with the

and time. The first issue or cost has

the NMRA Convention at North Ryde.  net mesait thal-thiz:rpaitmn i mm a:sbiong already been addressed now assistance

financial base.
Attendance records have been broken as the
The Presidents report monthly meetings continue to attract many

President’s Report

reiterated the highlights of the last year '_iﬂemhff‘s-
mainly from the financial viewpoint,

as the falling exchange rate of the A~ Financial R*‘P‘J‘f't )
to the USS could have resulted in A copy of the Financial Report to December

312000 is included (page 15).

increased yearly fees to members.
The Australasian Region’s major cost

has been the quarterly production of ~ Trustee’s Report )
The video library continues to expand

Durine the vear. an alternative  its range of tapes. mainly due to the grant

S s received from Pace Sefters in the US. Regional
rintendents are to receive a range of .

Super T N Michael Flack

“.-hilst c{}nﬁnuing tﬂ‘ prﬁd uce an tapES E‘D!’ ]{}313 tﬂ [11Bmhf::‘5 n Ihf.‘IE' arcas.

Income and expenditure issues

the MainLine magazine.

printing process has drastically
reduced an otherwise increasing cost,

excellent regional magazine.

is needed to ensure the articles are ready
for publication. Both John Saxon and
Keith McCarron have done an excellent
job, they now need some assistance.
An electronic version of MainLine is to
be trialled, for those members on the
Internet. in an attempt to further reduce
costs.

The meeting closed by passing a

motion that the minutes of the AGM he
approved at the next BOD meeting.

Secretary

Conventions in Victoria, continue to dominate the Trustee Meetings.

Model Railroad Craftsman

4/47 Bedford Road Blacktown., 2148
Open Thursday 12 am to 8 pm
Saturday 9.30 am to 3.30 pm
Tel: 02-9831-8217 Fax: 02-9831-4132

NEW..from SoundTraxx

Plug & Play Sound Decoder’s

J Bachman 2-8-0 $26

JBachman Shay $278

[ Kato Diesels $248

(1 Atlas Diesels $238

(1 LifeLike E,F&PA $258

OLifeLike E,FA,PA $250

0 Soundtraxx DSX $22

1 Soundtraxx DSD150 $320
Budget Sound Decoders

1 Economy Steam $180

1 Economy Diesel $180

For the best in DCC contact the MRC I

North Coast Engineering

11 NCE Powerhouse Pro DCC System $895
1 NCE SR Decoder’s from $40.00

2 NCE Switch-it Decoders $39.50

1 NCE Cable Connector Panel $22.50

1 NCE Procabs $265.00

1 NCE Intermediate Cabs $185.00

0 NCE Occupancy Detectors $22.50

Silent Running SR Decoders

Eliminates motor hum or buzz. Programmable, Start, Mid
and Maximum speed works for all speed modes.
Additional functions, all with 14 different lighting effects
[Mars, Strobe etc] Function mapping for increased
compatibility with DSX Soundtraxx Decoder.

All Silent Drive Decoders $47.50 each
D13SR Silent Drive Decoders $40.00 each
Super specials on all superceded stock.
Ring for details...!!!

Visit Web site at http://lwww.zip.com.au/~mrc

MainLine
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Half?

The US Standard railroad gauge is 4 feet,
8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly odd
number. Why was that gauge used?
Because that's the way they built them in
England. and English expatriates built the
US railroads.

Why did the English people build
them like that? Because the first rail lines
were built by the same people who built

Winter 2001
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The Conversation. Geoff Nott's Red Stag Module - Photo McCarmon

the pre-railroad tramways. and that’s the
gauge they used.

Why did “they™ use that gauge
then? Because the people who built the
tramways used the same jigs and tools
that they used for building wagons, which
used that wheel spacing.

Okay! Why did the wagons use
that odd wheel spacing? Well. if they tried
to use any other spacing the wagons
would break on some of the old, long
distance roads, because that's the
spacing of the old wheel ruts.

So who built these old rutted
roads? The first long distance roads in
Europe were built by Imperial Rome for
the benefit of their legions. The roads
have been used ever since. And the ruts?
The initial ruts, which everyone else had
to match for fear of destroying their
wagons. were first made by Roman war
chariots. Since the chariots were made by
Imperial Rome they were all alike in the
matter of wheel spacing,.

Thus, we have the answer to the
original questions. The United States
standard railroad gzauge of 4 feet, 8.5
inches derived from the original
specification for an Imperial Roman army
war chariot.

Specs and Bureaucracies live
forever. So. the next time you are handed
a specification and wonder what horse’s
ass came up with it. yvou may be exactly
right. Because the Imperial Roman
chariots were made to be just wide enough
to accommodate the back-ends of two war
horses.

In addition to this:
There’s an interesting extension of the
story about railroad gauge and horses’
behinds. When we see a Space Shuttle
sitting on the launch pad, there are two
big booster rockets attached to the sides
ofthe main fuel tank. These are the solid
rocket boosters. or SRBs. The SRBs are
made by Thiokol at a factory in Utah.
The engineers who designed the
SRBs might have preferred to make them
a bit fatter, but the SR Bs had to be shipped
by train from the factory to the launch
site. The railroad line to the factory runs
through a tunnel in the mountains. The
SR Bs had to fit through that tunnel. The
tunnel is slightly wider than a railroad
track. and the railroad track is about as
wide as two horses” behinds. So a major
design feature of what is arzuably the
world’s most advanced transportation
system was determined by the width of'a
horse’s backside. 1o

FOR SALE
AUSTRALIAN PROTOTYPE
BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
36 Class
38 Class
Passenger Coach
48 Class Diesel factory
painted
Many more ranging from good

for spare parts to pristine.
List and photos by email from
outback_adventures@hotmail.com
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Balancing
Your

Freight

Car Fleet

by Terry N. Taylor

As some of vou know. [ model the transition
period from steam to first generation diesel
in the upper San Joaquin Valley of Califor-
nia. [ammainly into Santa Fe but also have
major interchange vards with both the South-
ern Pacific & the Western Pacific as well
as several smaller railroads. While | started
modelling the 1945 to 1953 era. L have lately
been narrowing my focusto 1933.

Originally. [ made the assumption
that 40-foot cars were what | should be mod-
elling. but | noticed there were a lot of 30-
foot. or longer. cars being built in that time
frame. Soldecided to check what the Santa
Fe actually had in use then. Per the Santa
Fe Freight Car Classification Systems Folio
211-3. Santa Fe had about §1.300 cars on
hand as of 1 Jan 1951.

392 (.53%) of them were air dump
cars. 3.042 (6.2%) are automobile cars. 43
(.1%) are ballast cars. 30.700 (37.9%) are
box cars. 1.202 {1.3%) are caboose cars. 9
{.0%6) are drovers cars. 2.332 (2.9%) are flat
cars. 16.254(20.0%) are gondola cars. 343
{.4%) are ice cars. 35 (.1%) are logging cars.
14.309 (17.6%) are refrigerator cars. 7.1453
(8.8%) are stock cars. and 3.390 (4.2%) are
tank cars for a total of §1.306.

Now at least | had an idea of the
overall proportion of different cars on the
Santa Fe at the start of 1931, even though
this did not tell me the proportion of cars in
the area that | am modelling or what was on
hand in 1933,

Using the length of the car over the
end sills. and rounding to the nearest two
foot increment because | was interested in
the visual aspects of a train passing by and
not what the actual carge space inside the
cars was. | found that the Santa Fe had 92
(.1%) 26 cars (all air dump cars). 961 (1.2%)
28" cars (mostly caboose cars). 100 (.1%)
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307 cars (30
each caboose
and gondola
cars). 487 (.6%)
3 cars
(mostly gon-
dola cars. but
some air dump
and tank cars).
2.909(3.0%) 34
cars (again
mostly gondola
cars. but some
air dump and
tank cars). 923
(1.1%) 36" cars
(mostly tank cars. but some box. caboose
and gondola cars).

In the 38 to 42 foot range. Santa Fe
had 1.658 (2.0%) 38" cars (mostly tank cars.
but also some box and ice cars). 23,712
{31.6%) 40" cars (mostly box cars. but also
automobile. ballast. drovers. flat. gondola.
logging. stock and tank cars). 31.394 (38.6%)
42 cars (mostly box and refrigerator cars.
but also automaobile. ballast. gondola. ice and
stock cars).

In the over 42 foot range Santa Fe
had 6.392(8.1%) 44" cars (mostly gondola
cars. but also some flat cars). 202 (2%) 46°
cars (all tank cars. except for 2 drovers cars).
545 (.7%) 48 cars {about half & half gon-
dola & tank cars). 4.022(5.0%) 50" cars {au-
tomobile. box. flat. gondofa and refrigerator
cars). 2.763 (3.4%) 32" cars (mostly auto-
mobile. butalso box & gondola cars). 2.330
(2.9%) 34" cars (mosth gondola cars but
about one quarter flat cars). 190 (.2%) 60°
flat cars. 225 (.3%) 66" gondola cars. and
199 (.2%) cars where the length was not
specified (123 caboose cars and 76 tank
cars). The caboose cars were converted

Loading logs on Steve Petiit's Red Stag moduée - Photo McCamon

box cars and all of the tank cars were trom
the KCMEO.

Fromall of this data. it is easy to see
that while most (about 72%) of the cars that
[ model should be from 38 to 427 over the
end sills. about 21% of the cars were longer.
Since 1 model 1953 instead of 1951. that
21% would be a bit higher as most new con-
struction was in the 30° or better range.

1 hape that this compilation is o help

to others who want to try to model a more
balanced freight car fleet. It also has
implications in designing yards and passing
sidings as your average train length will be
just a bit longer. For example. ifyouhavea
20 car train. at 40" each. that would be 800
if 4 ofthe cars are 30°. then the train length
is now 840 ora 3% overall increase.
Just keep in mind that this is a snapshot of
the overall Santa Fe freight car fleetas of |
January 1951, that some of these cars were
not interchanged. and that Santa Fe was still
rebuilding cars as well as buying new ones.
ST

Article Courtesy Train Editors Forum
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NO.
VT4
VT3

VTi6

VI8

VT19

VA

VIz

VT4
VIS

V26
VT27
V128

VT3l
V32
Vi3
VIH
VI3

V136

VIET)
V138
V139
VT40

VT
VT4

24

TITLE

LISA Railmad Layouts

(compilation videos 1-6)
UUSA Railroad Layouts

(compilation videos 7-13)
Airbrushing forModel Railroaders
Weatherinz Railroad Models

b Maleolm Furow
Scenery TipsNo.1 Rock Moulds

by Donald Davis
Scenery Tips No2 Backgrounds

by Domald Diavis
IWMRAAustralasian Region 1993

(Tomy Koesters Clinich by Kevin Brown
Waitenata{ AucklandNZ )

Convention 1990 by Gerry Hopkins
Piki Piki Tram (visit to famous

INZNG lavoutofMerv Smith)
Diiamond Valley Lines visit bo famous

lavout of Fred Gill) by Gerry Hopkins
US Pirisburgh Convention by John Savaon
All Aboard An Introduetion to
Muodel Railroads by Madeline Trimby
Optimum Use of Space by John Allen
Gorre & Daphetid Railroad by John Allen
MNGESL 1991 Conventson Clinie

b Gerry Hopkins
Exhibition Layoats 1982 to 1989

by Gemy Hopkins
Layout Tours No 3 by Gemy Hopkins
(Sewerty Smith’s & GeoffNoit's lavouts)
Realism with plastic Structures
Convention 1993 and Three Layout Tours
The Clinic| Woodland's)
Distinctive Rolling Stock by Dean Freytag
Convention 1995t

Marayong & Layout Tours
Rocks & Basic Scenery Made Easy

by Dave Frary
Painging Model Structures b Dave Frary
Finishing Your Scenery by Dave Frary
Southem Pacific Vol 2 ( Tennessee Pass)
Union Pacific Vol 3

{The LaGrande Subdivsion)
Santa Fe’s Anzona Mainline
Santa Fe's Mojave Mainline
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VT43
VT

VT4
VTd6
VT47
VT8
VT4
VT30

VI3l

V32

Don Davis layout Slowr(EPfFdnny

Burlington Northemn’s Cranwford Hill
Thomleigh Mini Convention 1998
{Rolling Stock, Soldering. Weathering
YourModels & Pire Trees.)
Trains On Location $tevens Pass
Teronto To Chicago Railfan Way
Tebachapi Trains on Location
Great Layouts US Prototype
Scenery TipsNo.3 by Donald Davis
Prototypes To Make You Comitrtable
by John Ammstrong
Memorable Locomotives
by Charlie MoCon
Frequently Seen. Seldom Modefed
b Jim Cope
Signals Made Simple. and also
Computer and Railroad Together
by Mark Hanslip
Trees from Weeds by Louis Godbold
Weathenng and Ageing with Pastels
by Robert W Baily jr
Rofling Stock: from Cardboard
b W Meijndert Vin Alphen
Foamoore Buildings by Robert Hubbard
The Ariofillusion by C J Riley
N Scale and™ Track by Jim Fitzeerald
and Ben Diavis
Modet Raifroad Photography b John Allen
NMRA Mational Convention 1998
- Kansas City Lavout Tours
Conventronat Maravong 1993 and
Clinic Presentaticons by Allen MeClelland
Union Pacific BIG BOYS volume 2
Southem Pacitic 1941 volume |
Santa Fe 3739 Final Run Over Cajon Pass
SaniafFe- WarBonnets Through Raton Pass
Santa Fe Odyssey Vol.1.
Santa Fe Odyssey Vol 11.
Santa Fe- Seligman Suband
New MexicoMain

VT63
WTid
V163
VToo
Vi67
VTes
VTog
VT
VTTI
Vi

VIT3
VI
VT3

V76

Model Railways of Australia

1947 Mational Convention. Madison USA
Little Engines of NZ

The TwoFoot Gauge Tramway (NZ)

Great Northem Vol |

Great Northem Vol 2

Great Morthem Vol 3

The Milwaukee Road Vol |

The Milwaukee Road Vol 2
The Milwaukee Road Vol 3
Uitah Midland - GMRES

LN Henderson Div— GMR#9
Cumberland Valley —GMB#10

Australian Region Directory

www.nmra.org.au
EXECUTIVE
President Geoff Hoad 55 Kimberley Court BAULKHAM HLS 2153 (02) 9838-8390
Vice President Allan Garbutt 20 Orchard Avenue WINSTON HILLS 2153 (02) 9686-4270
Secretary Michael Flack 14 Dawson Street EPPING 2121 (02) 9868-1723
Treasurer
Trustee David North 1 Deakin Street FORESTVILLE 2087 (02) 9975-2569
Members Steve Chapman 138 Railway Road MARAYONG 2148 (02) 9626-9979
Ken Scales MMR 19 Goliath Avenue WINSTON HILLS 2153 (02) 9674-1563

SUPERINTENDENTS
Div 1 QLD Glenn Stevens 38 Holdsworth Road RAYMONDS HILL 4305 (07) 3201-5022
Div 2 NSW/ACT Viv Brice ' 8 Berne Crescent MacGREGOR 2615 (02) 6254-8204
Div 3 Vic/Tas Grant McAdam 194 Booran Road GLENHUNTLY 3163 (03) 9578-8685
Div 4 NT/WA Bob Kollwyn 6 Riplewood Ave THORNLIE 6108 (08) 9452-1403
Div 5 New Zealand Kelvin Sherson 39 The Masthead =~ WHITBY, Porirua, New Zealand (04) 234-8577
Div 6 S.A Richard Ash 1 Woodcock Crescent PARA HILLS 5096 (08) 8262-7672

OTHER VOLUNTEERS

ALP. Chairman

Ken Scales mur

ALP. Vice Chairman, Viec Laurie Green MMR

A P. Vice Chairman, ACT Peter Weller-Lewis

19 Goliath Avenue
20 Nambour Drive
2 Haley Close

WINSTON HILLS 2153
SUNBURY 3429
QUEANBEYAN 2620

(02) 9674-1563
(03) 9744-5188
(02) 6293-8282

VT Virginian & Ohio-GMR#1
VT&l Piedmont Div of WM - GMR#12
VT8I Yosemite Valley —GMRE13
V182 Cat Mountain & SF—- GMR#17
VT8 ErnieRaiload - GMRE1S

VT4 F &5M-GMR#24

VT83 Pock Istand Railrmad (Pentrex)
VT84 BSNF Sand Hills Sub

VTE7 All Aboard Series Vol 2

V188 All Aboard Series Vol 3

V189 Rock istand Railroad 1 Gm Frog)
VT Forks Creek Central - Ron Morse
V191 Califomnia’s BaldwinDiesels
V192 Santa Fe’s Raton Route

VT93 Santa CnzMorthern - GMRE33

VT ATSF Argentine Div-GMRE29
VTGS r

VT
cm DCC Forum Chaired by Peter Jensen
D2 1999 Convention Opening Address

by Jack Burgess
CD3 PC Data—photos, shareware, etc.
o4 Alberta Coal Branch by Lynme Zelmer

All the above listed videos are available from
your Librarian:

David Latham

86 Marine Drive

Oatley NSW 2223

Phone: (02)9570-3338 (h)
Email:
lathamd(@optushome.com.au
Requests from interstate are most
welcome and at no cost to members.
Requests for specific videos will be given
priority when they are returned from loan.
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Librarian Piet Hamersma 44 Superior Avenue SEVEN HILLS 2147 (02) 9622-1849
Member Aid Bruce Ballment 14 Kooranga Place NORMANHURST 2076 (02) 9489-3836
Contest Chair Gerry Hopkins mmr 7 Booralie Road TERREY HILLS 2084 (02) 9944-4733
Publicity Officer Peter Burrows 77d Rolland Ave WAHROONGA 2076 (02) 9487-6108
Editor MainLine Keith McCarron 6 Terrigal Street MARAYONG 2148 (02) 9831-7593
Membership Officer Toni Saxon 186 B Davistown Road YATTALUNGA 2251 (02) 4369-7453
Public Officer Sowerby Smith 174 Fullers Road CHATSWOOD 2067 (02) 9411-5726
Web Master Wayne Eagle PO Box 294 RIVERSTONE 2765 (02) 9627-9892
GETTING IN TOUCH WITH MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Geoff Hoad  persoli@ozemail.com.au Allan Garbutt  garbuti@integral.com.au Michael Flack  mcflack/@idx.com.au

Steve Chapman  sachapman(@iprimus.com.au Ken Scales kscales{@one.net.au

MEMBERS WEB PAGE

David North  dnorth@advisernet.com.au

NMRA Australasian Region http//www.nmra.org.au

QLD Division home page http:/fwww.zelmeroz.com/ ANMRA-1
Gerry Hopkins MMR http://www.tac.com.au/~gerrymmr
Andreas Keller http:/fwww.ideal.net.au/~akeller/index~1
Bob Backway http://adce.webjump.com

Bill Kerr http:/fwww.ozemail.com.au/~kerr43/nscaler
John Dennis http://members.optushome.com/duttonbay/
Andrew Wells http:/fozemail.com.auw/~abwells/nz120
Lynn Zelmer http:/fwww.zelmeroz.com

John Saxon MMR HLM http://www.nmra.org.au/cedarvalley

Laurie Green MMR http://www.users.bigpond.com/lauriegreen
Bob Dow http://www.ozemail.com.au/~ozbob

LIST OF NMRA-AR MEMBER EMAIL ADDRESSES
If you would like a complete list of NMRA-AR member email addresses, please send an email to
jsaxon@tac.com.au with EMAIL ADDREESS LIST in the Subject line. Only paid-up Members are authorised to
receive the list, as it is to allow member-to-member contact and must not be used for any commercial purpose.

Are your details missing or in need of updating? Send your email address to jsaxon@tac.com.au
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