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BILL'S BUMBLINGS

OPTIMISM

Maggie thinks that my wvast collection of
old mags is a fire and bug hazard, and
doesn’'t smell to well, either. Still,
that doesn’t stop me delving through
them frequently. What a fine sense of
modelling history they convey! For
example, the swing of the editorial
pendulum between optimism and pessimism.

In the dark, WWII days, optimism
prevailed, despite the near
impossibility of building a successful,
operating layout. No couplers beyond
the basic scale/gauge. Everything,
including motors had to be built from
scratch.

Oddly enough, when supplies resumed and
the basic necessities of workable
standards were developed, by the NRMA
and others, some pessimism appeared.
People actually complained about the
growth of ready-to-run equipment,
shake-the-box kits, PLASTICS (great
horror), because of the disappearance of
'satisfaction’ in creating gems from
junk. MNonsense, of course. The
availability of good stuff to buy freed
modellers from the tyranny of
scratchbuilding EVERYTHING, and letting
them get along with other projects,
while leaving the scratchbuilder to
their own thing. If they want to build
an F7 in HO, Blomberg trucks, gear drive
and all, fine. No problem. But maybe
no layout either. Scratchbuilding is
essential to the hobby, but it is
sensible to buy what you can, build what
you can't.

Overall, from WWII to date, optimism has
ruled. Editorial delight has occurred
when something really significant
appeared. The advent of cheap kits that
could be made to work, like the
Roundhouse SP 0-6-0, Athearn F7 and GP7,
heavyweight passenger cars, Kadee
couplers, RP25 wheels, SPUDs ... the
list is very long. And growing.

COVER

Pessimism has appeared from time to
time, not from the loss or lack of
anything but from the fear of losing
something, and the perception that this
loss would see the ruin of the hobby.
The end of steam and the decline in rail
passenger travel were the source of
great woe and alarm. Unnecessary, as it
turned out. Teday, proud, live steam
still roams. The low public esteem of
the tired, worn wrecks of the last steam
runs have all but been forgotten.
Passenger trains have hardly unseated
the car, plane or bus, but have a better
image than almost anybody would hawve
predicted 10 years ago. Light Rail
(trams/trolleys) is spreading, even to
L.A.!

But the real concern of editors that has
emerged is the loss of youth from the
hobby. Years ago, kids dominated it.
Older guys dabbled and guided, but
'Where will the next generation of train
nuts come from?’ This was a real fear,
not limited to rail modellers.

Slot cars came, but evaporated as a
"threat’. The computers. There was ore
to it than that. EKids just didn’t seem
to be interested in ANYTHING perceptible
to oldies.

Lately, there has been a turnarcund.
The hobby has matured into the vast
industry that it now is. The
realisation came that it is a wiable
'oldies’ hobby. That the kids will do
their thing, then enter the hobby arena.
The fear is unfounded. Customers are
there, insatiable for more and better
products of all types. Things are hard
to get, not because of war, or lack of
plastic (a fear from the 1973 oil
crisis), but because of the enormous and
rising demand for products.

Magazines are now heavy with advertising
and copy, with great and growing
circulations. Their editorials now look
to the future with glee, though with an
element of puzzlement as to why the
hobby is so healthy. Their bulk creates
a storage problem, compared to their
slim predecessors. Still, as even
Maggie concedes, they smell better.

Remnant of a passing age . a high-speed interurban car of the Colun
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WINSTON'S MAILORDER |
FIOBBIES

P.O. BCX 134, COORANBONG , NSW, 2265

SPECIALIZING IN : Ho/Hon3 NSW and AMERICAN

SCRATCH BUILDERS CATALOGUE: Includes Grandt Line and '
North Eastern. Send $2.00 (includes postage)

NEWS LETTERS & PRICE LISTS : Send SSAE (long envelope)

RETAIL: Sunday to Thursday, 4.00 pm to 9.00 pm
MORISSET INDOOR CRICKET & HOBBY CENTRE

Kahibah St. Morisset ( next to swimming pool )
Phone (049) 733 769

DISCOUNT : 15% off all current stock to NMRA members
(please quote membership number)

MAIL ORDER MODEL RAILWAY SERVICE
P.O. BOX 86 , CHESTER HILL , N.S.W. 2162
Specidalists in detail parts , range includes :-

DETAIL ASSOCIATES , DETAILS WEST , GRANDT LINE , CARY ,
CANNON & CO., CAL SCALE , P.S. CO., UTAH PACIFIC , TRACKSIDE PARTS .

| Dealer in BEV - BEL CORP. products of custom painted loco's & rolling stock.

Decal lines supplied :-
CHAMPION DECAL CO., HERALD KING , MICROSCALE , WALTHERS .

Other lines carried :- l
ATHEARN BROAD GUAGE MODELS KADEE
ATLAS CENTRAL VALLEY PECO
ARKITCO. NORTHWEST SHORT LINE STEWART HOBBIES
BACHMANN BOWSER ORIENTAL LTD.

Large range of books carried :- Australian & U.S. Titles

; Mastercard , Bankcard
& VIDEOS also carried - covering Railway subjects worldwide

welcome

FRANFLIN COUMTY - revisitep

By Gerry Hopkins

In this issue I will try and explain a few of
the animations used on Franklin County.

TURNTABLE

The turntable is powered by a small DC
motor with a gearhead, an ideal motor is the
Switchmaster tum-out motor. The actual
mounting depends on the motor used but I
will only explain the electrical operation.

The power for the motor can be either AC or
DC and any voltage from 5 volts to 25 volts.
The circuit can be mounted on a small piece
of circuit board as shown, the layout of the
parts is is not critical.

If you are wusing the motor from
Switchmaster also use the resistor they
supply so that you do not damage the motor.
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In the circuit, {fig.1} D1 rectifies the current
to DC which is supplied to the simple,
adjustable voltge circuit of VR1 and Q2. The
fixed regulator Q1 will supply the voltage
for the relay:

7805 for a S volt relay
7809 for a 9 volt relay
7812 for a 12 volt relay
7824 for a 24 volt relay

Remember to use a relay that has a voltge
that is LESS than the supply voltage i.c. a 24

volt relay will not work on 14.5 volts, and a
12 volt relay will not work on a 5 wolt

The output of the adjustable supply goes to
the relay contacts and then to the motor.
When you press the button the relay will
energise and the motor will tum; adjust the
speed of the turntable by adjusting VRI.
When you release the button the tumtable
will stop dead! This is because the contacts
of the relay connect a resistor across the
motor......Dynamic Braking.... and will stop
the motor from coasting and will enable you
to stop the turntable in EXACTLY the right
spot.

HOBO'S CAMP

The hobo's camp has always been a good
crowd pleaser. The wisps of smoke draw
attention to the campsite and the flickering
flames get a closer look.
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The circuit {fig.2} is very similar to that of
the turntable but this time a 7805 regulator
MUST be used. This is used to power the
three LEDs. Each LED is of the flashing
type available in Red, Orange, and Yellow
from JAYCAR elecronics. Due to a variation
in the internal tollerances the LEDs will
flash at slightly different speeds on the same



power supply voltage.

Drill two holes into each led as shown in the
diagram {fig.3}. The holes are 1mm diameter
and can be drilled to a depth of 2mm. Into
each hole you can Superglue a piece of 1lmm
dia fibre optic, availabe from numerous
hobby shops in Sydney or Melbourne. The
fibre can be any length from 50mm to
200mm depending on the location.

Y o

At this point you may wish to have a
smokeless fire, if so, pull all the fibres into
a bundle [at the loose end] and hold with a
piece of tape or a rubber band. This can then
be passed through a suitable hole in the
baseboard and glued in place. Remember to
flare the end of the fibre by placing near a
naked flame. This will improve the visibility
of the fibres. Place a few bits of scale twig
around the fibres and you are ready to cook
you breakfast!!

The same unit can be used to represent the
coals in the ash pit at you loco depot {fig.4}.
Upto 4 fibres may be inserted into each LED
but I have found that two is plenty.
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For those who want the full effect you will
need to purchase a smoke generator from
Suethe, model 503 is ideal. The generator is
shown in the diagram. I fit a length of
silicon tubing over the capillory end of the
unit and run it to a convenient header tank
set level with the top of the generator.{fig.5}
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The adjustable voltage regulator is connected
to the element and adjusted to a level where
it just smokes in small puffs. When you are
satisfied with this you can add the fibre
optics. Make a cone of stiff card and to the
outside of this tape the ends of the fibres as
shown in the diagram {fig.6}.
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This assembly is mounted in the hole at the
centre of the fire with small twigs glued
around to look like a camp fire.

SEMEPHORE SIGNALS

Semephore signals required a lot of thought,
they only require power for a fraction of a
second or the operating coil will burn out.
Apply too much power and the force from
the coil will bend the arm or tear it from the

pivot {fig.7}.
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The circuit is relatively easy {fig.8}, VR1 is
set so that the lamp {L1} only just glows.
The relay can be operated by a simple on/off
switch or by the contacts of your turn—out
motor/relay. Operate the relay and count to
ten....then release the relay... the arm should
just move a fraction. If there is no
movement, adjust VR1 slightly and try again.
Keep adjusting until the signal arm moves
firmly to its correct position.

SigwaL corus

The idea is that the capacitor is charged up
and when the relay operates the capacitor is
discharged through the coil of the signal.
Much the same principle as a capacitor
discharge system for turn—out motors, the
difference being is that one gives HIGH
POWER for a short time and the other gives
a SHORT burst of power. '

Wait at least 10 seconds between each
operation of the relay, this will allo w the
capacitor time to recharge.

—

0 Wair 10 SEcS,

The lamp will also be at a safe brightness,
the lamp will last for ever!!!
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If you already have some signals with bumt
out coils you can still make them
operational. Remove the coil assembly from
the bottom of the mast and remove the
control rod that operates the signal arm. Fit
a piece of stiff plastic tube (fuel line for
model aircraft) that will reach to a motor
drive turnout motor (Bemo are just right) or
to the end of the arm that operates the
turnout. Through this pass a thin piece of
piano wire and attach to the signal arm.
When the motor operates it v.ill also operate

the signal.(fig.9}
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The same circuits can be used to operate
water wheels, paddle wheels on steamers, the
spout on water tanks, the fishing rod bobbing
over the water when the fish are nibbling.
I'm sure many other ideas will come to mind
{ after a few glasses of port! }.
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DETAIL PARTS MADE BY MO
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NORTHSIDE HOBBIES

NORTHSIDE HOBBIES
at West Pennant Hills.

OPEN THURSDAY EVENINGS
AND ALL DAY SATURDAY!

HO Seli-driving trucks
DC motor built in.

Mo wiring required.
Powerful traction.

Dealer inquiries invited.

e been manufacturing Ho detail parts for 15 years and our present list is in
excess of 200 items with more [o come. |f it i5 not to scale we do not seli it

We offer the following items for the enthusiast....................

o CT ALl
o DETAIL PARTS
: ik Chimneys Tunnels (8}
b ages Workmen Retaining Walls
m,* Concrete Workers Bench saws Culverts
55 Track Workers | Building parts Abutments
:;;:.’ Track Workers 2 Windows Tree Stumps
;ﬁ Car Repair Depot Doors Bull Bars
: tine Details Log Holders 1945 Motor Trolieys e
- Yard Details Log Holders 1960 Road Barriers o
: Maching Shop Bulk Head Ends 1975 Cattle Stops =

25A HAMILTON ROAD
CAMBRIDGE
NEW ZEALAND

LLERS FOR MODELLERS

& Loading Dock Mine Cars Relay Boxes
3 gevel Crossing Tomb Stones Tools
3 NEW  Cataiog $AZ2.00 PAYMENTS....... Bank Draft, Bank Notes or Money Orasr

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELZOME

CASTLE HILL ROAD NORTHSIDE
HOBBIES
PARKING UPSTAIRS

TENSHODO HO "SPUD" FLEISCHMANN ;EE:EANT HLLS  tomix
walthers @ jmc con-cor @ marklin mini - club

Flying Zoo @  kato @

THORBYS ARCADE, 562 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, WEST PENNANT HILLS, 2120.
TELEPHONE: (02) 875 4487 MAIL ORDER, LAY BY WELCOME

NORTHSIDE HOBBIES

Enlarged Australian Section
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TO THE EDITOR

I am one of your overseas members and I
have long enjoyed reading Main Line and
have on occasion had a thing or two to

say to the Editor — and so again.

I enjoyed the article by Richard Roth on
the mounting of KD couplers to Athearn
HO Scale Freight Cars and thought I
would send along a couple of other ways
that I have come upon, which are
somewhat simpler than the one shown.

I install ED HO Old Timers (KD 711) on
all my cars since it seems to me that
they are closer to actual scale size
than KD 5's are. In any event the
process is the same. At one time I did
drill the Athearn weight for clearance
of the mounting screw, but with the 711
coupler the clearance hole is devilish
close to the end of the weight, so I
simply make a hack saw cut on each end
on the weight deep enough to clear the
screw. I do this with only one pass by
mounting two blades side by side in an
old hack saw frame dedicated to this
use. I also made up a simple styrene
locating jig so that I do not even have
to mark the ends of the weight.

A second method, suggested to me by a
friend in Portugal is to replace the
Athearn weight with a full size
sub-floor of styrene painted black and
simple cement the KD draft gear box to
this sub-floor. Then the weight for the
car can be attached to the inside of the
car body with double faced tape. I use
commercial 1/4 oz weights (I was lucky
enough to come by a substantial supply
free) or I cut up wheel balancing
weights which I find in the street when
I go on my daily walk, and pound them
flat on a piece of old rail I use for an
anvil. If this method is used then some

sort of brake parts — I use McKean -
must be put on the sub-floor in the
desired.

underbody detail

Cheers

C.A. "Zeke" Forter

|

Des Lamb - Adamstown, N.S.W.

Rodney James — Grafton, N.S.W.

Chris King — Ferntree Gully, VIC
Bill Rixen - Leumeah, N.S.W.

Steve Watson — Cessnock, N.S.W.
Bruce Ballment - Normanhurst, N.S.W.
Barry Price - Wagga Wagga, N.S.W.
Robert Osburne - Helensburg, N.S.W.
Peter Heininger - Crosw Nest, N.S5.W.
Brendon Jack — Bundeena, N.S.W.

NEW ZEALAND MODEL RATLWAY
MANUFACTURER'S ASSOCIATION

Catalogues are available for $A7.50
including postage by writing to

P.0. Box 27.368 MT. ROSKILL, AUCKLAND,
NEW ZEALAND.

Thanks to Don Wishart (Vic) for chasing
that one up.

NEWCASTLE SHCOW

This year’s show was up to its usual
high standard and saw the launch of our
new display stand. Occupying an area 2m
x 3m it featured photographs, magazines,
company store, continuous videos and a
standard module. From all accounts the
stand was very successful and attracted
many visitors.

I would like to thank Sowerby Smith and
Gary Wheatley for their assistance in
constructing the display and the
following members who gave their time to
many the display stand — Gordan
Farnsworth, Bill Cooper, Bruce Lovett,
Ray Hunt, Brian Nickles, Keith Dick,
Glen Stevens, Bruce Heinzel, Sowerby
Smith, Mike Hallinan and Peter Scouler.
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"CASULA HOBBIES

ACHOWLEDGED EXPERTS IH
AUSTRALIAN PROTOTYPE MODELLING

But you should knmow!

We also have a strong interest in
ANMERICAN NMODELS

Call in or phone Joe, Col or Laurie and talk over

your modelling or material supply problems.

We carry an interesting stock of proprietary and kit
loco and rolling stock, with a sprinkling of narrow

gauge.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 to 5.30 (Thurs. 9 pm)

SATURDAY 9 to 1 pm

245 Northumberland Street,

Liverpool NSW 2170
602 8640.

YENNORA
&40BBIES

6000 5Q FT WAREHOUSE FULL OF
TRAINS, BOATS, PLANES, R/C, TOYS

* *» ALWAYS PLENTY OF SPECIALS * *
TOYMAN IMPORTS p1y LTD

TOY & HOBBY WAREHOUSE

76 RAILWAY ST YENNORA HSW 2161
(AT THE RAILWAY) Ph 02 632 5002

RAILWAY BOOKS

Do railways hold a special fascination for YOU!

For Sydney's best and cheapest range of Australian and
overseas railway books visit the ARHS Sales Centre.

ARHS Sales Centre Has MOVED

to 182 Redfern St.
REDFERN

LAWSON ST.

Mo.182
I| | UPSTAIRS
T | & II
LAWSON SQUARE |
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Redfern = LT II | 12500
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Write for a booklist

OUR NEW TELEPHONE & FAX NUMBER IS :

699 1714

|24 hours service)

OPEN

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS
1200 TO 17.30

SATURDAYS
9.00 TO 16.00

PO Box E129, St James, NSW, 2000

GETTING THINGS DONE

Even today, modellers find it hard to
rget things done’ - to work
continuously, on all aspects of a
layout, until it approaches completion
(a totally complete layout being a sort
of Holy Grail of modelling!).

Today's modeller "knows' what
constitutes a good layout, from hobby
greats like John Armstrong, and can
choose from myriad products which,
thanks largely to the NMRA, will mix and
run reliably. Yet, considering that
it’s still hard to get it all together,
the achievements of the pioneers can be
seen in their real light. What these
guys achieved was, in the circumstances,
quite astounding.

No doubt some pioneers never got to
print. Some did, however, thanks to Al
Kalmbach (MR), Charles Pinn (RMC) et al,
who have helped preserve their
achievements. Frank Ellison, of 'Delta
Lines’ fame (reputedly still extant,
though dismantled); Hugh Boutell, whose
delightful On3 Pine Cone Valley (MR,
April ’52) inspired Bob Brown (of NGSL
Gazette) for one, and arquably the
greatest - John Allen, of the Gorre and
Daphetid are all now part of the lore of
Model Railroading. As is England’s John
Ahern, whose 4mm scale Madden Valley’s
progress was followed in well-thumbed
WWII battlefields. (Fortunately this
truly great little line still exists on
public display at Pendon Museum, UK).

These people built layouts that worked.
They bought what they could, made the
rest (that is, practically everything),
tinkered, experimented, got things to
work. At a time when trainset layouts
were the norm, they extended scenery
beyond the line itself, ran realistic,
sometimes weathered stock to timetable,
yet still had time to photograph, draw
and write about their expanding skills.
Some aspects of their modelling, and
certainly their operation (not too
apparent in a photo) would seem crude
today, yet each layout mentioned just
oozed character, a quality as ephemeral
now as ever it was.

What motivated them? Can it help us now
to improve our modelling, or is it lost
forever? I think that cwo simple
principles were responsible. Firstly, a
love of the prototype and secondly the
desire to model it.

In times past, the train was easy to
love. New steam was routine, most
people travelled by train, quaint old
steam and narrow gauge either still
operated or existed in living memeory
and even then, there was much published
material, both books and mags.. Lots of
this was of the 'gee whiz' variety (e.q.
'RAILWAY WONDERS OF THE WORLD') and
today’s fantastic colour pics unheard
of, but there was much to inspire. Now,
most modellers find railways hard to
love. The quaint and the inefficient
have gone under from the competition.
Everything is defaced by Pathological
misfits with spray cans. Many modellers
don’'t even travel by train any more.

The desire to model has always been
there. The Ancients modelled ships and
carts. This drive was strong among our
pioneers, who developed skills and
speed, to "get things done’. Now,
something of a Cargo Cult exists. 'Why
model something when it can be bought?’
A good point. 1In the early 50's Bob
Klubertanz wrote several articles on
scratchbuilding diesels in brass. Among
them, (MR May-July ’53) was an Alco RS3.
It involved a lot of work, locked only
fair and, with the drive specified, may
not have run too well. MNow, of course,
there is the Atlas RS3- and brass
items....OK, there may have been great
satisfaction in building one. You are
freed of that tyranny.... free to get on
with other projects. To get layout
built. You still can’t buy the
satisfaction of doing that.

Lawrence Nagy
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WAITEMATA 150 CONVENTION DRAFT TIMETABLE OF ACTIVITIES

ACTVITY
THURSDAY 12 APRIL

REGISTRATION
VIDEO

DISPLAY SET UP
CONTEST ENTRY

FRIDAY 13 APRIL
REGISTRATION
TOUR DESK
CONTEST ENTRY
CONTEST JUDGING
OPENINGMWELCOME
CLINICS

2 FOOT GAUGE TOUR
British Special Int Meet
AGM NZMRG

AGM ARNMRA

AGM NZAMRC

AGM NZMRMA
Displays

Swap Meet

SATURDAY 14 APRIL
CONTEST DISPLAY

Layout ToursMZ, US, General
Layout Tours British, South
NZ Special Interest Meet
Clinics

Videos

Workshops

Swap Meet

Desks and Displays - as Friday

SUNDAY 15 APRIL

Layout Tours ALL
Glenbrook Vintage Ry Tour
US Special Interest Meet
Convention Banguel

Freight Car Throwing

Swap Meet

Videos (with contest entries)
Contest Pickup

Desks and Displays

MONDAY 16 APRIL
Helensville Steam Trip
Swap Meet

Displays

Convention Centre Closes
ACTIVITY

WVENUE

Student Cir
McGhee
arious
Student Ctr

Student Cir
Student Cir
Student Cir
Student Ctr
McGhee
F/H Rooms
Offsite
McGhee

F1

F2
McGhee
H?

“arious

H

Student Ctr
Cffsite

Offsite
Offsite

F1
Somento
Top Field
H

McGhee
Student Ctr
Various

Offsite
H
Various

WVENUE
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This timetable is an indication of activities and times, subject to change.

ACCOMMODATION

Hotels and motels listed show rates, including GST,
as quoted in September 1989 and expected to be in
effect at Easter 1990. Rates are shown for Single,
Twin/Double, and extra person/bed. Some motels
have special rooms suitable for families and groups.
Most motels in this list are on Great South Rd
between Broadway, Newmarket and Market Rd,
Remuera. Those on and near Manukau Rd are
between Broadway and Greenlane Rd. Additional
motels are a little further from the convention
centre. Book direct with the hotel or motel. All
phone numbers are in STD area (09).

Great South Rd, Remuera. Auckland 5.

Aaberdeen Motel 545 381, 76 Great South Rd,
Remuera 90.00, 90.00, 14.00, 18 units

Ascot Motor Ldg 520 4833, 92 Great South Rd,
Remuera 79.00, 79.00, 13.00, 24 units

Cargill Lodge 520 4554, 86 Great South Rd,
Remuera 81.00, 90.00, 11.25, 18 units

Dilworth Motel 520 3025, 62 Great South Rd,
Remuera 70.00, 75.00, 13.00, 8 units

Greenpark Motel 520 3038, 66 Great South Rd,
Remuera 77.00, 85.00, 12.00, 18 units

Gt South Rd M/L 520 5509,112 Great South Rd,
Remuera 81.00, 81.00, 13.50, 16 units

Hansens Motel 547 597, 96 Great South Rd,
Remuera 75.00, 75.00, 13.00, 12 units

Siesta Motel 520 2106, 70 Great South Rd,
Remuera 90.00, 0.00, 10.00, 9 units

Tudor Court M/L 523 1089,108 Great South Rd,
Remuera 70.00, 70.00, 10.00, 18 units
Alpers Ave/Manukau Rd, Auckland 3

The Boulevard 522 0160, 13 Alpers Ave,
Mewmarket 112.50; 112.50, 31 rooms

Alpers Lodge 523 3367, 16 Alpers Ave,
Mewmarket 85.00, 88.00, 11.25, 60 units

Campbell Court 686 409, 317 Manukau Rd,
Epsom i 12 units
Auckland 1 (City)

Sheraton Akld. 795 132, Symonds St/City Rd,
Auckiand 220.00+

Hyatt Kingsgate 366 1234, Waterdoo Qdt, Auckland
195.00+

Hostels & Motor Camps

YHA Mt Eden 603 975 5A Oaklands Rd,

Mt Eden.

Remuera M,/L 545 128, 16 Minto Rd, Remuera

Morth Shore Caravan Park Cabins & Motels
419 1320, 52 Northcote Rd, Takapuna

E_;_)

LAYOUT TOURS

NZR TOUR 3/16 Scale uniess stated

1/ Ken Clough, Steam/Diesel transition period in
the Bay of Plenty.

2/ John Agnew, West Coast S| Steam/Diesel with
the "Trams” in the '505.

3/ Merv Smith, HOn2 1,/2 "PikiFiki Tram",
Freelance, somewhere north of Westport.

4/ Don Allen, The "TRUNK" by "Raurimu Don".

5/ NSMRC, Waitemata & Chelsea, Huge club
layout, some British, some American,
Particularly well advanced NZR area.

USA TOUR HO Scale unless stated

1/ Martin Tompkins, "Spokane & Columbia Valley
RR", (Great Northern).

2/ Bruce Seddon, "Mt Thunder RR" (Southern
Pacific) Steam, Well advanced.

3/ Barrie Cox, N, "Tehachapi Western" (AT&SF)
The Loop set in modern times.

4/ Neil Whitton, Freelance (Eastern), Handlaid
Track, Scenery well advanced.

5/ Dave Ryall, Huge layout, Southwest States.

6,/ AMMRBC, The "Met's" Pacific Western, with all
the Gee Whiz features.

GENMERAL TOUR 16.5MM Gauge unless stated

1/ David Reddick, "Pacific Northern Railway",
Yankee cousin of the Exeter St Davids.

2/ NSMRC, Waiternata & Chelsea.

3/ Warren Stirling, LGB, Europe in the garden!
Steam & Electric operation.

4/ WDMRC, Large prototype-potpourri club layout
with extensive mainline operation.

5/ Alan Bell, N, Stage cne of a new UP/AT&SF
layout, long multi unit trains.

6/ AMMRC, The "Met's" Pacific Western, with
Pacific Northwest Scenery.

BRITISH TOUR All layouts OO Scale

1/ John McNair, Last chance to see this beautiful
“Southern Railway” layout.

2/ CIliff Gibson, "South Yorkshire Coalfields”,
main and branch running.

3/ Doug & Mildred Overthrow, British Rail Steam in
the late '50s and early '60s.

4/ Bill Worrall, A new sweet running layout from a
veteran modeller.

5/ David Reddick, "Exeter St Davids" (Great
Western), High speed main line running
at its highest and finest.

SOUTH TOUR

1/ Nigel Hitchcock, The Big Four, in the '20s and
"30s, double track mainline and branch.

2/ Dennis Lindsay, HOn3, Chama to Cumbres,
Smooth trains in majestic scenery.

3/ Ray Vickers, 3/18, NZR Mainline operation,
scenery weil along.

4/ John Burgen, HO, "Swiss". stud contact large,
action packed, beaulifully engineered.

5/ Dave Wighton, HO, USA, Unusual "period” pike,
small steam.

6/ Bruce & Chas Hosken, 4 layouts, Classic
Marklin, Historic Marklin, Z, LGB.
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P.O. Box 29 110, Greenwoods Corner, Auckland 3, New Zealand
NZAMRC Model Railway Convention 13-16 April 1990
G.S.T REGISTRATION: 51-808-134
REGISTRATION FORM

PLAN INUMBER | PRICE | TOTAL
A. REGISTRATION Modeller ‘ $53.00 |
B. JUNIOR (18 or younger) $25.00
C. REGISTRATICN Non Modeller [ $20.00
SUB TOTAL S
If mailed before 1 March 1990 deduct 10% S
SUB TOTAL S
EXTRA FARE ITEMS
J. BANQUET Sunday | $45.00
o T e 5 < T . . Pt by ER PARTY
i ?ﬁgﬂggg gKLiggghgg Ji‘f TOUR g;;gzg | | g ég g g This fruit-growers loading dock was scratchbuilt from @ fuzzy photo in a Great Northern hiviorical society g uarf.u;.lr EOG h
1. RES TRIP TO HELENSVILLE Monday i $30.00
N. RES TRIP (Child Ticket) Monday | $20.00
V. EASTER SHOW TRIP Friday Free Shuttle to Expo Centre
W. VICTORIA PK/KELLY TARLTON Saturday | $10.00
K LUNCH AT WINERY Saturday $20.00 S A RITOAL
Y. HARBOUR CRUISE Sunday $25.00 = }u\ [I;Su i %
Z. HARBOUR CRUISE +BBQ LUNCH Sunday $40.00 = —— iy et : ,
CONVENTION T SHIRT Size $20.00 & = ; :
CONVENTION SWEAT SHIRT Size 525.00 Wy —
TOTAL 19 100¢ -‘1]
I would like a copy of model competition rules YES/NO. : NORTH ELEVATION
I would like competition entry forms YES/NQO. NMRA YES/NO. 2 ;
LAYOUT TOUR SELECTIONS 1. A F - G p : C O L d .
i rutt Growers” Co-Op Loading Dock
s (3 is alternate if)
- I can offer a car for layout tours YES/NO.| (1 or 2 are full) IE#AREF‘HUG“T
Seating capacity of car including driver e
Layout tours are available for plans A,B only. ! ere’s what [ want for the fruit growers' siding in Lou’s Ford,”
If you choose GVR tour (L) both layout tours will be scheduled Saturday. TI}I}“iﬁgmp?Uj_ S e Aéiéé%%%éi
. rat [ was looking at was a tiny, luzzy photograph of an. 4. i
apple ]ﬂﬁd]?'_-: {acility in a Great Northem historical sec%cl}-‘vnc'-\'::l-:ucr, e T
REPLY ADDRESS PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED PAYMENT CHEQUE - g 5 f?”.-lg}-‘;‘.aﬂm the builiding was showing, but it was enough ta get the Mavor == é
Name - or charge my Visa ‘Mastercard ol the structure. Sometimes that's all vou ficed. 1z
Address: card Nu?nberl:f e nnj];cd‘tln;liiii;ij;fSém]il_[e,‘h_u_l][.uPth_anzzl_.TmlfgI_=;s unlozd their produce on l = =
Expiry Date: L ]._'Juo.r; on the H;;::i\]? T:’j: ':':SL'U;:I‘.I IS lTJeLf[C:‘a:ljj r[I}:;]E:]T:&?;ﬁ]:,‘:;:;];:13[.]:;.:—' - ; :
Cardholder Name: r*‘-_i]fﬂad commonly uses. S,Dizcirag of the doors o; the other side is nr:-.[ [“h ;2'—bf :-J_‘
Phone E_l;lllgil.j_'\’;c :.]1[[1\:-;1 r;n a _’.I;ij}-l{:ol length for the building since that would eI Eq_n___n_:}
. it cor ablv on the sidi = e
Slgnature: The hlli il-jin‘g {Apz'.qL busill lrnfﬂr wood, but styrene would do just as well WEST o0 s
REGISTRATIONS THIS . FORM Strips of thin paper were uscd on the roof 10 simulate larpaper. ) EAST
NAME (as you want it on badge)| Hometown Plan Extras
{Drawings not to scale)
ﬁup'b** S '
| T il =T
—_— A ik 11 L1 i1 I 11 11 1 — 1 :
) LLE‘”I_ Irl‘; 1L IT 3:; [;_ 1T ]Ig il 1T IT JI- T'; F :L 71‘ T 1 :; :_: =
Please fill out in BLOCK CAPITAL PRINTING so we can read it accuratelv. - e SRt LR = T

L

Check dollar amount paid matches plans requested.

TRACKSIDE ELEVATION {SOUTH)

You are welcome to photocopy this form for friends who may be interested
in attending WAITEMATA 150 CONVENTION.

Courtesy NCR HOTBOX
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MOUNT THUNDER RAILROAD

by Paul Hobbs

The Mount Thunder Railroad is the home
layout of Bruce Seddon, Director of the
New Zealand Division of the NMRA’s
Australasian Region.

The layout will be on the tours of
Waitemata 150 Convention to be held in
Ruckland in 1990.

Bruce's primary interest is the Southern
Pacific Railroad, in the 1947-1948
period, set in the scenic Mount Shasta
area of Northern California, which
enables him to indulge himself in
certain motive power interests - Cab
Forwards.

The layout occupies a large outside room
built specifically for the railroad.

The room is 30" x 15'. Some space is
used for library, workbench, computer
and a social area. The layout itself
occupies 2/3 of the room, with a walk in
format in the shape of a capital G. A
scenic divider separates modelled zones
into different visual perspectives.

The main yard is Marysville, on one lobe
of the baseboard, sited about the
middle of the trackplan, allowing
traffic in both directions, from hidden
yards, to Chico, which originates a
branch, spiralling Mount Thunder to
Magalia. In the other direction from
Marysville the track passes Tehama, with
several industries, through Gerber, Red
Bluff — with business from primary
industries in the area, Redding with
more activity and on to Dunsmuir at the
end of the division. From Chico another
line leads offline to hidden interchange
tracks.

The mainline is designed and built to a
ruling grade of 2% and a minimum track
curvature of 36". Average passing
siding length is 13 cars plus Cab
Forward and caboose. Consistent with
the era, all cars are measured in 40’
lenghts. The branch line is built to a
32" minimum curvature and a maximum 2.5%
grade. Train lengths on the branch are

restricted to 6 cars, with motive power
generally being consolidations or
moguls.

Electrical control is provided by 5
tethered walk around cabs which give
access to the whole layout. Traditional
block control uses rotary switches,

with twin coil type switch machines
activated by push buttons mounted in the
facia board. The benchwork was
constructed using L Girder and open
frame principles, trackage is Atlas with
Shinohara turnouts, code 100, laid
mainly on a form of spline roadbed with
cork underlay. This has led to a
relatively smooth and trouble free track

alignment.

Bruce is an operator, with operation
being possible during all phases of
construction until the mountains began
to grow, extending to new trackage as it
is built. Operation uses a computerised
switchlist program, conveniently
generated in the layout room.

As may be surmised, rolling equipment is
very much to prototype, mostly painted
and lettered brass steam locomotives
which served the area at the time. A
few diesels in Black Widow and Daylight
colours indicate future trends on the
prototype. From discussions with
railroad management however, it is
apparent that the new fangled motive
power has not found any favour and every
effort is being made to secure and
extend the life of steam in daily use.

This area is high fire risk country, and
Bruce has an interesting Fire Train
using a T-1 4-6-0 and water tankcars,
all set up for instant use.

The phase of construction at present is
scenery and structure development. A
recent visit by John Smith of Pecos
River Brass saw a mountain built in
short order, repaying a similar
disaster?? perpetrated in Dallas a few
years ago by Bruce. Bruce is still to
be heard mumbling about the former
beauty of see through framework. Many
of the structures are original and
kitbased Creative Design Models and
Design Preservation Models, capturing
the dominant brick of area towns.
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Rolling stock is nicely balanced with
approximately 50% SP and Mount Thunder,
other Western Roads and some from mid
western roads. &s this is a North/South
route there would be little traffic
using Eastern Cars. Industry specific
cars include log cars, representing the
lumber activity of the district, along
with reefers which are both loaded on
line and passed through in blocks. The
tastes of the local populace is well
catered for with an appropriate variety
of billboard beer reefers. A variant of
the Shasta Daylight streamlined
passenger train behind a GS4 makes a
pass each way through the division in
daily service, while an A-6 Atlantic
with Daylight striping heads the short
local passenger services.

Freight traffic predominates however,
and Cab Forwards, 2-10-2's and other
large mainline power haul essential
traffic across the landscape. Local
towns provide ample online business for
the road in addition to merchandise to
and from other parts of the country.

We look forward to having you visit the
Mount Thunder, and other area layouts
during your wisit with us at Waitemata
150 Convention.

NOTICES

1990 Elections

The following positions become vacant in
May 1990:

President Treasurer
Vice President All Directors
Secretary Trustee

Candidates should submit a signed note
indicating the position they wish to
nominate for, counter signed by a
nominator who must be a financial
member.

Raffle Results (21 October Meeting)

The box of mushrooms generously donated
by John Baker,raised $64 and was won by
Franz Persson.

CTC-16 SIG

So far 8 members have expressed
interest. Hopefully we will get
ourselves organised very shortly and
produce some useful information.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
(Suggestions Appreciated)
By Keevan Burnside

The first step in designing your industry is the
site development phase. You decide where on your
layout an industry is to be and what kind of
activity will happen there (you may have decided
this earlier, during your layout planning phase).
Keep in mind that you'll need to be able to reach
all parts of the site for construction and
maintenance.

The size of the area available will dictaie how
large and complex the industry can be. From a
miniscule warehouse in a small area or an
automobile manufacturer covering many acres and
having many sidings for a multitude of railroad

car types.

Hey! Don't overlook the fact that your industry
will have employees. The employees will need a
parking lot for the vehicles they drive to work;and
remember to include a road or street for cars and
trucks to get to your place.

These employees live someplace, often nearby.
This means that a community must exist
somewhere, either real or imagined. If it's to be
imaginary, the existence of it must be apparent to
the unenlightened visitor to complete the realism
of the scene.

With these thoughts in mind let's design that
industry you've wanted: Let's theorize that it's
going to be a fair-sized manufacturing plant
producing 'ABC WIDGETS'. These are metal
products requiring welding and cutting of
structural steel shapes with machined parts and
castings being added to the fabricated steel
assembly. To protect them from the weather, they
will be painted and then shipped in wooden crates
by box car or closed truck.

What types of railroad cars will be required for
this industry? Flat cars and/or gons to deliver the
structural and sheet steel, tank cars with heating
oil and solvents, box cars delivering castings in
grates (no foundry here) and for shipping the
finished product. Each of these cars requires a
designated spot to load or unload.

BRASS OUT

It would appear that we bombed out with
this article and ruffled a few feathers.
I would like to make it very clear that
the author and the magazine editorial
group intended no malice toward the
retailer mentioned. Let’s hope that in
future, HUMOROUS articles like this one
are read in the spirit intended and not
taken too seriously - Ed

W
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 FURTHER DETAILS IN NEXT EDITION OF MAIN LINE OR CONTACT
| - JACK MACMICKING .
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SYDNEY MEETINGS

Bcb Benson's Layout Visit

Saturday September 16th. Bob Benson was
our host for the afternoon and over &40
members were on hand to enjoy Bob's
layout and hospitality.

The Great Northern Railway is the theme
of Bob's HO Scale layout. The majority
of the running is handled by first and
second generation diesels.

Now for the layout. It is situated in
the basement of Bob's house and is in a
room off to the side of his
garage/workshop. It features a single
track main line that runs from the main
station (Benson Ville) into a loop round
the base of a 4'high mountain and back
behind the station and off to the right.
This then folds over itself and appears
to be double tracked but it is a passing
loop. The line then continues to a
reversing loop at the lowest level to
complete the continuous run. Also at
this level is a small stub end yard and a
Bowser 150" turntable with a six stall
roundhouse,

Bob has just added a high level narrow
gauge section that is partly on a shelf
and partly on the top of the scenery in
the centre of the main line multi track
spiral.

The difference in height from the lowest
point to the highest is approx 18" so Bob
needs 3 and 4 loco lash-ups with the 25-
30 car trains he likes to run. They look
great snaking around the curves and
almost looping over themselves.

The station at Benson Ville has two
platforms large enough to hold a 7 car
passenger train and a small engine
facility. Near the station is a Union
Ice Co building with a reefer icing
platform. There is a very nice
Campbell's brewery and a Tuchahoe Valley
Produce building.

About 2/3rds of the layout are at present
sceniced and Bob tells me that there was
much midnight oil burned.

The electrical side of the layout is
conventional cab control with Tenshodo
Steam sound unit and a Tri Teck Diesel
sound unit connected to a fixed speaker.
The steam and diesel sounds make such a

difference. I had great difficulty
controlling my urge to blow the whistle
all the time. '

The diesel locos are mainly Atlas and
Stuart Hobbies units with several of the
Bachman Spectrum Series and a Westside E9
AB set that Bob procured on his last
visit to the USA. Bob also has the most
wonderful cocllection of every brass Great
Northern locomotive that has been
produced by Tenshodo in Japan. All of
them are factory painted and in mint
condition. For the Great Northern fans
this consists of F8, C1, N3, Y1, 08, Ql,
Z6, P2, M2, R2, S1, L1 locos truly a
magnificent collection.

Mid afternoon a sumptuous spread was
brought on and we must thank Bob's wife
Cheryl for her magnificent efforts and
the lady members who pitched in to help.
Nobody left with hunger pangs.

The formal part of the meeting was
mercifully brief as usual and everybody
went back to their discussions and train
watching.

I would like to thank Bob and Cheryl for
inviting us to their home and proving us
with such a super afterncon.

Sowerby Smith

Liverpool Show Report

The October long weekend saw us with our
now traditional stand at the Australian
Model Railway Association's Annual

Liverpool show at the E. G. Whitlam
Centre.

This is our major public recruitment
drive for the year and several new
members were signed up.

Our stand occupied an area 2m deep x 3m
wide and featured the module of Peter
Burrows’ photographs, magazines, data
book and company store. It was a little
cramped but looked good. I would like to
thank all the members who "Volunteered"
to man the stand and especially Bruce
Lovett and Jack MacMicking for their help
with setting up the stand, John and Tony
Saxon for removing it on monday evening
and John Baker for storing the trailer,

My thanks to all members who pitched in
and helped and my apologies if I have
missed anybody. The honour roll is as
follows.

Glen Coventry, Doug Wallace, Colin
Brettle, Jim Crum, Garry Wheatley,
Phillip Moore, Bill Kerr, Peter Grace,
Glen Stephens, Kevin Brown, Shirley and
Jack MacMicking, Eric Hodgson, Lawrence
Nagy, Frans Persson, Peter Webb, Kieth
McCarron, Warren McLean, Richard Roth,
Warren Wormald, Bob Benson, Mike Halinan,
Garry Norwood, John and Toni Saxon, Bruce
Lovett and John Baker.

0ld issues of Model Railroader and Model
Railroad Craftsman magazine that had been
donated by John Kidell's family proved to
be extremely popular and were a major
source of funds during the exhibition.
The money raised by the sale of magazines
will be primarily used to proved a
perpetual trophy for our annual model
competition. Our thanks to John's family
once again.

Sowerby Smith

Houston 1989

The region was well represented at the
NMRA National Convention held in Houston
in July/August with 5 from Australia and
3 from New Zealand, the largest
contingent from down under in many, many
years. the 1200+ attendees were not
disappointed, with the convention being
claimed by many regular conventioneers as
the best ever. The weather in Houston
was hot and sultry with the humidity
around 957 most of the time although the
air conditioning kept it at bay for those
not used to these extremes,

There was a full schedule and as usual it
was impossible to get to every feature.
The clinics alone made attendance
worthwhile. There were 43 separate
clinics, some being presented up to three
times. However, with 30 local layouts on
7 tours plus an all day trip to San
Antonio, it was impossible to see
everything on offer.

The silent auction was mind boggling and
I managed as usual to spend more than I
planned as did one or two of the other
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Australians present. (It's OK men, I can
keep a secret). Items not sold at the
silent auction then went to a live
auction late at night. Prices paid at
the parallel N scale convention auction
were astounding with up to $US100 not
being unusual for some of the rarer cars.

The highlights for me included the 6.30am
departure by bus to San Antonio to view
amongst others , Lorell Joiner's 0 scale
Great Southern (and the 2.30am return the
next day!); the Bozman's "Great" Great
Northern and Gil Freitag's Stoney Creek
and Western. These opportunities will
long be remembered.

Now for the commercial. The 1990
convention is to be held in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania between 30 July and 5 August
and the program indicates that it will be
another winner. Now travelling overseas
is as many of us know a costly business
but believe me, a wvisit to the US in
conjunction with a natiomal NMRA
convention is something never to be
forgotten. So give it some thought and
lets see if we can beat our record with
the attendance at Pittsburgh in 1990.

The NMRA Trustees meetings were as usual
held just in advance of the convention
with two days and one night being devoted
to official business. There was nothing
of moment this time for the Region (It
will be remembered that last meeting
squashed very effectively the proposal to
levy a surcharge on Canadian and Overseas
members to cover the additional costs
associated with distribution of the
Bulletin)

Major action taken related to improving
the organizational structure of the NMRA
to better serve the Hobby; streamlining
the distribution arrangements for the
Executive Handbook; emphasising actions
to define the long term objectives and
goals of the Association; requiring that
changes in Standards and Recommended
Practices be published in the next
available Bulletin and expanding the
financial information circulated to
Trustees in advance of the meetings.

On looking over the above it seems that
nothing too dramatic was discussed.
However the ground-work was established
for significant improvements for the
association in the future. There was no
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dcubt that all present demonstrated a very
pisitive and co-operative attitude for
tne future progress of the NMRA. Over
the five years I have attended these
meetings, 1 have seen significant
improvement emerging in the team approach
to our hobby, its pluses and minuses and
the National (and International)
responsibilities of the Association.
Without exception, all members of the
Executive Council and the Board of
Trustees are there to improve the hobby
for the benefit of us all.

John Saxon

Goeff Nott's Layout Visit

Saturday 21st October and a special treat
was in store for all those members
attending Jeoff Nott's house to see the
White Pass and Cowlitz Railroad.

State of the art is a phrase used rather
indiscriminantly these days but must
surely be the only suitable way to
describe Geoff's magnificent scenic
modeling. I have not seen finer.

Sighted in a basement next to the garage
under Geoff's house is a large room
approximately 30'x20'. The layout winds
it's way around the outside of the room
plus a couple of peninsulas. A single
track loop to loop design. The
magnificent scenery covers about 40% of
the layout with most of the rest having
preliminary hard shell in place.

The line starts at Thunder Bay a seaport
with a small wharf area (under
construction) moves on to Columbia Valley
a classification yard and soon to be
rebuilt with a simplified track plan. As
Jeoff has developed his scenic talents
simplification of the track and more
scenery are the way he is developing.
Next we come to Elmwood Park a rural
community with appropriate rural
industries and then on to a very
spectacular floor to ceiling gorge (still
to be finished).

The fully sceniced part of the layout
starts at White Pass Gorge. Three tracks
pass through the scene at various levels
with a wonderful collection of different
bridges with the mountains almost
touching th ceiling and a fabulous

backscene continuing the elusion. No big
railroad standardization here strictly
short line make do with everything
finished to the standard of a Diorama.

The line continues to Falls Creek the
largest town on the line. Set in a high
valley with distant mountains lies a
wonderful collection of buildings so well
modeled that they appear to have been
there for many years. There is a
Campbell's Quicks coal that you would
surely get covered in coal dust were you
to touch any part of it. A Johm Allen
style ice house complete with peeling
posters on the wall. A delightful
Perkins produce building and a small
stone gem, Tucker Bros engineering works.
Then there is Smith & Co woodworking shop
and Wheatly's Milling Co pallet works.
At the front of the layout is a row of
false front buildings of great charm and
variety. All of these buildings are of
contest winning standard. A few are from
kits but most are scratch built. It is
not just the models but the whole scene
has a completeness about it. It is the
small details that set the scene from the
hundreds of finely modeled trees to the
tiny figures and general junk and
clutter. The elusion of reality is
further enhanced by the magnificent
backscene that is exquisitely blended in
to the three dimensional scenery.

The line continues on to the Cowlitz
river and three tracks wind their way
along and over the river. It is on this
section that Geoff has very successfully
simplified the scene and changed the pace
visually by bringing the scenery and
tracks forward and increased the size of
the trees to allow a forcing of the
perspective to increase the impression of
distance. There is a pine tree on this
section over 18" tall. The scenery truly
dominates the track as it does in nature.
The rest of the area is not yet sceniced
but will eventually run round to a large
timber mill that will provide much of the
traffic for the line. Logs will be
brought in and finished lumber will be
shipped to the port at the other end.

and rolling stock have that
short line look and are a
mixture of steam and diesel and many are
of contest winning quality. Trains are
short 5-6 cars in length and passi

sidings are deliberately short to ens

The locos
well used
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