24

Punchbowl Hobby Centre Pty. Ltd.

545 Chapel Road, Bankstowun., NSAW.
Ausiralia 2200
Telephone: {G2). 709 5682

HAS

O GAUGE!!

FREIGHT CARS 0 Scale

Finely Detailed, Easy to Assemble, Undecorated Kits

$28.00
CABOOSE

% : S21Z50
e #6265 70 TON ORE

* Murphy diagonal roofs
» Easily snaps together

¢ Sliding doors on prototypical guides
* Separately applied brake rigging

O Gauge TRACK O Gauge

PLYMOUTH SWITCHER ea $85.00

SWITCHES

b ; -
#6021 Lelt hand Remote :l,_z 0.00 -"Q\ Pre-painted, pre-lettered plostic bedy,
#6022 Right hand Remote f—' U.uu eacn metal wheels, 6-wheel drive, 12v DC
#6023 Left hand Manual motor; heedlight. Two reil

# 6024 Right hand Manual $9.50 each operal io

TRACK SECTIONS

]

L

J

5

IDEALLY SUITED for O gaugers with severe space
problems. Short-wheelbased diesels, 0-4-0 and
0-6-0 swilchers easily negoliate the 24" radius
curves. Great for trolley and interurban layouls

ion Paocific

and layouls that have to be taken up and pul away.

5 i
&= @0 =

You're on the RIGHT TRACK . . .with ATLAS O Gauge
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

It's train show season again and once again we are
struggling to get volunteers to spend a few hours
on our displays. The response for Newcastle has
been dismal. Fortunately, our Newcastle
membership has come to the rescue and will fill
the gaps the executive and one or two others
cannot stretch through.

The Newcastle and Liverpool shows are the only
two shows we currently exhibit at (there are many
others). They are the major source of new
members which are needed to reduce fragility. By
that I mean we need to strengthen our resources,
talent and bank balance. If this is not achieved,
then the immediate effects will be obvious in this
publication for it will result in a decline in
content and quality of presentation.

Your executive committee has put together
(literally) a permanent display booth that is easily
dismantled and transported to venues. However, it
can't answer questions and talk to prospective
members without your help. The Liverpool Show

(see dates and times this edition) is of three days
duration and we require 24 members to get the
best possible result from this representation.

I suppose this is an occasion where Sydney
members don't have the advantage and can
compensate for the advantage they normally
enjoy. Please help. Volunteers may see any
executive member at the August or September
meetings or call Sowerby Smith with your
preferred time slot.

On a more positive note, I would like to extend
my congratulations to Phil Knife, our first Master
Model Railroader. The announcement at the
Houston Convention and subsequent publication
in the Bulletin will do much to heighten the
awareness of our region throughout the modelling
world. We can hardly imagine the enormous
feeling of personal achievement such an award
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BILLS @@Lﬂ{@.&fﬂ@§ by Bill Cooper

TAPE-SLIDE CLINICS

In these days of videos, fiddling around
with slides is probably a bit old hat,
but I think that you’ll be pleasantly
surprised at the enjoyment, inspiration
and instruction contained in the NMRA's
wide variety of Tape-Slide Clinics.

This region’s extensive collection has
recently been augmented by the additon
of eight new (to us) tape-slide clinics.
Authors include such legendary figures
as John Armstrong (of Model Railroader
layout fame), Al McClelland (long-term
NMRA Bulletin author and chief of the
Alturas and Lone Pine) and Paul Mallery,
who has authored sewveral excellent
softcover books. The content of these
clinics is simply terrific! Titles
include:

TS10 Prototypes to make you comfortable
(Jn)
TS11l Scenery before, not after (A McC)
TS14 Bridges (PM)
TS16 Trackwork (John Dias)
TS24 Trackside Signals (Don Fiehman)
TS26 Elevate your Mainline
(Eric Bronsky)

TS43 Scratchbuilding Diesels in Styrene
(Dave Callahan)
TS45 Logical Wiring (Don Fiehman)

To watch these requires a slide
projector, an audio tape player and a
screen (though a wall is OK). OQuite a
bit of personality comes through from
these witty, dry raconteurs .. you
really feel that you know them.

Some were made quite some time ago, but
that is a factor in their favour, as
what was around then and commonplace is
now long gone. For example, TS43 uses
the Fairbanks Morse Trainmaster and a
big Alco as examples for
scratchbuilding, before the excellent
Athearn TM. But the classic shots of a
filthy N&W ™M are great for detailing
the Athearn model .. and the styrene
fabricating techniques are of use for
projects far wider than diesel bodies.

To obtain these clinics, for a two to
four week hire, contact me (phone and
address opposite) and send $6 for one or
$12 for up to three clinics and they
will be despatched promply. They can
also be picked up by arrangement (same
fee). If returning by post, use
Certified Mail for security. Have fun.

VER PHOTO - r f Peter W Thanks P

philip A. Knife — Australasia’s First Master Model Railroader

Some of our members have not had the pleasure of meeting Phil, so the
executive decided the occassion warranted placing his smiling face on the
front cover. Phil, who is always cheerful, has plenty to smile about at
the moment, he lives near Campbelltown N.S.W. with his wife Kathy and has
three children (Karen, Sandra and Andrew).

Like many of us, Phil’s introduction to the hobby was as a boy receiving an
O—-gauge tinplate train set and it was not long before he was
scratchbuilding in cardboard. Then, of course, it was cars, girls and
career and the hobby was put on hold for a while. As an officer in the
RAN, Phil spent 2 years on exchange service with the USN and joined the
NMRA during that time. Retiring from the Navy in 1982 he spent a number of
years as a teacher and is now studying for ordained ministry.

Phil's primary modelling interest is English prototypes and has built a
succession of layouts on that theme featuring scratch built locomotives and
cars. He also dabbles in electronics and has had many articles published
in the hobby press. A founding member for our Australasian Region, Phil
has served as Secretary, A.P. Chairman and is currently Region Contest

Chairman.

Like many of us, Phil believes in encouraging the young to participate in
our hobby and can be often seen working at exhibitions. We could not wish
for a finer embassador for our Association and hobby.



THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

My first year in office has been fairly eventful and an
opportunity to get to know each of you a little better
(even if I still can't remember your names). It is only
when occupying a position on the executive that yon
realise what your Association is all about, why your
region exists and how fragile its infrastructure can be.

In the coming year, we are going to extend our hand of
fellowship across the Tasman by holding the next A.G.M.
in New Zealand and to other Associations by holding joint
meetings with groups such as Southern Cross. The aim is
to expand our membership, not to build an empire, but to
consolidate the Association and build the equity necessary
to reduce its fragility and increase the value of
membership.

The focus of attention this past year has been to improve
our news letter and the promotion of the Achievement
Program. I believe we have had some success in these
areas but to be fair, much of this success should be
credited to those who contributed their skills and effort
before this executive took office.

Let us not lose sight of our primary function as an
Association of Railroad Modellers. The exchange of
information and ideas and the teaching of skills is the
reason we meet, compete and produce news letters. Events
and standards are simply the vehicles that serve the
purpose.

But it only works if the member participation is two-way.
Therefore, I appeal to all members to give as well as take.
We all have something of value to the Association. It
may be a skill, a meeting venue, or it may be a few hours
on a exhibition stand. We should all adopt the concept
that "dues" are not limited to the annual subscription.

I would like to thank all those members who participated
in the recent model competition and my congratulations to
those receiving awards today. A special thanks to the
judges and registrars for giving their time and to Warren
McLean for again sponsoring the Best in Show award.

Last but not least, I offer my congratulations to
Australia's first Master Model Railroader - Phil Knife. T
hope you all realise the significance of this very
prestigious award and the dedication (to the hobby)
required to achieve it. Phil's achievement brings not only
personal recognition but puts our region on the map in
terms of modelling skill and know how. We should all be
inspired by his efforts.

In closing I must thank the executive and appointed
officers for their continuing support and trust you have all
enjoyed today's venue and excursion. Don't forget to roster
on for the Newcastle exhibition in August and I will see
you all at the next meeting.

NMEA AUSTRALASIAN REGION
TRUSTEE'S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1 MAY, 1988 TO 31 MaY, 1989,

1. The model railroad hobby in the US is
healthy, with Model Railroader selling
220,000 copies of its Christmas issue and
some 500,000 sales by Bachmann of their
Large Scale train set. Membership of the
NMRA is contineing its steady climb back
to the levels of some years ago as model
railroaders recognise the value they are
now receiving for their dollars.

2. In Australia, the Regional membership has
plateaued. with new memberships just compen—
sating for non-renewals. This position is
to be reviewed by the Executive to eénabie
introduction of actidn to increase the mem-
bership to.a more viable level. In New Zeal-
and; actual membership declined in the Per-
iod.

3. The Sydney area shows growth im membership,
no doubt reflecting the success of the Sat-—
urday afternoon regular monthly meetings
at members homes where up to 60 members have
been present. Unfortunately, these regular
get-togethers are not occuring in the other
States and this perhaps is omne reason for
the stagnation in those places.

4. The financial position of the Region (See
separate reporcs) is a reflection of the
costs of supplying an excellent Regional
magazine (When compared to other Region-
al newsletters) to the membership at a cost
greater tham our income from memberships.
Either we get meore members with an atten-—
dant reduction in cost of production of
each issue, or we must reduce the content.

5. During the period, as Trustee, I attended
the 1989 Mid-year meeting of the Board of
Trustees in San Francisco (See Vol 6 No 2
of Main Line for my report) and T will be
attending the Houston meetings in August.

6. The next Regional elections are scheduled
for early 1990. It is not too early to chink
about standing for one of the five elected
positions or volunteering for one of the
ten other places listed om page 2 of Main
Line. Remember, you gain poinkts towards the
Achievement Program and your ideas might be
just what the Region needs/ho kick us along.

HMRA AUSTRALASIAN REGION
TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1 MAY, 1988 TO 31 MAY, 1989.

1. This report covers a thirteen month period to
incorporate the results of the 1988 Comvention.

2. Expenses exceeded Income in the period by 8446

but the results of the successful Rails Down
Under Convention turned this deficit into a
positive result of $627 for the period.

3. On the Income side, local membership fees rec—
eived totalled $1575. In addition, the existing

favourable overseas exchange rate resulted in

a net gain of $551 being the difference between
fees received locally for payment to the US and

the actual cost to the Region of such member—
ships at $US22? each. The Region cannot rely inm
the future on a continuation of such gains,

Profit on sale of Company Store items was $432
with stock at a cost of $458 held at Balance

Date. Miscellanecus Income included Bank Inter-—

est of $86 and Donations of $70.

The Tape Slide program returnéd wus a ner $72
only despite Bill Cooper's efforts in this
area.

4., ©Our largest Expense was the cost of prinmting

and mailing our Main Line magazine at $2175
fo¢r four issues. Other postage (and telephone)

costs mainly associated with membership matters

was the next most expensive item at $326

Other expenses included $218 on the Achievement
Program (mainly for framing,etc.); $145 on mis-—

cellaneous printing and stationery and $270
for promotional photographs, floral tributes,

post office box rental, Saturday afternocon ref-

reshment purchases and government charges on
the Region's bank account transactions.

5. In Summary, the financial position of the Reg-

ion is marginal in that normal running costs
exceeded our income in the pericd, with only
the results of the 1988 Convention keeping
our head above water.

The Executive will need te now review the oper—

ations to ensure that the Region continues to
provide the membership with the gservices it
has enjoyed in the past.

J.FLE% on, Treasurer.

NMRA AUSTRALASIAN REGION
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31MAY, 19B9.

ASSETS 3 i 3
Cash on Deposit
Operating Bank Account 1264 .26
Convention Bank Account 734,21

New Zealand Account ($NZS5.05) &43.00 2041.56

Invenktory

Company Store —&58.32
2499.88
LIABILITIES
Prepaid memberships 738.00
EQUITY
Life Memberships 432.00

Surplus Account 1.5.88 659.67
Excess of Income over
Expenditure in Peried 670.21

Surplus Account 31.5.89

1329.88 1761.88

25£99,88

J.F.5 n, Treasurer

3 June, 1989,

NMRA AUSTRALASIAN REGION
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT

FOR THE THIRTEEN MONTHS ENDED 31 MAY, 1989,

INCOME 3 3
Membership Fees AR 1575.41
Membership Fees US (Net) 551.09
Company Store Net Result 431.76
Miscellaneous 158.05
Tape Slide Rentals (Net) 72.00

2788,31

EXPENDITURE
Main Line (Inc. Postage) 2274.82
Postage & Telephone 325.92
Achievement Program 217.90
Printing & Stationery

(Excl. Main Line) 144,94
Promotional Photographs 87.00
State & Federal Charges 23,52
Other Expenses 159.80 3233.90

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME 445,59

Add Net Result of Rails Downumder

'88 Convention 1072.71

NET RESTULT FOR PERIOD 627.12

3s | wea

J.F.Saxon, Treasurer.

3 June, 1989

HMRA AUSTRALASIAN REGION

RAILS DOWNUNDER 'B8 CONVENTION

FINANCIAL RESULTS

$ 3

REGISTRATIONS 251.77
Fees 1212.00
Tea & Coffee Donacions _ 24,32

1236.32
Less:
Hall Hire 330.00
Insurance 150.15
Tea & Coffee Purchases 146.80
Stationery 138.60
Trophies, Frames &

Miscellaneous 141.66
Postages 66.17
State & Federal Charges _11.17

984 .55

MEALS 181.15
Sales 2481.15
Costs 2300.00

SILENT AUCTION 225.95
Sales 2259.50
Payments to members 2033.55

ATR BRUSH RAFFLE
Ticket Sales 321.00

CONVENTION PATCHES 90.00
Sales 415.00
Costs 325.00

BAKE TNTEREST __2.84

1072.71

HET COWVENTION RESULT

J. xon, Treasurer

3 June, 1989,



WINSTON'S MAILORDER
KHOBBIES

P.O. BOX 134, COORANBONG , NSW, 2265 .

SPECIALIZING IN : Ho/Hon3 NSW and AMERICAN

SCRATCH BUILDERS CATALOGUE: Includes Grandt Line and
North Eastern. Send $2.00 (includes postage)

NEWS LETTERS & PRICE LISTS: Send SSAE (long envelope)

RETAIL : Sunday to Thursday, 4.00 pm to 9.00 pm .
MORISSET INDOOR CRICKET & HOBBY CENTRE |
Kahibah St. Morisset ( next to swimming pool ) |

Phone (049) 733 769

DISCOUNT : 15% off all current stock to NMRA members ,
(please quote membership number) |

MAIL ORDER MODEL RAILWAY SERVICE
P.O. BOX 86 , CHESTER HILL , N.S.W. 2162
Specialists in detail parts , range includes :-

DETAIL ASSOCIATES , DETAILS WEST , GRANDT LINE , CARY ,
CANNON & CO., CAL SCALE, P.S. CO., UTAH PACIFIC , TRACKSIDE PARTS .

! Dedler in BEV - BEL CORP. products of custom painted loco's & rolling stock.

Decal lines supplied :-
CHAMPION DECAL CO., HERALD KING , MICROSCALE , WALTHERS .

Other lines carried :-
ATHEARN BROAD GUAGE MODELS KADEE

ATLAS CENTRAL VALLEY PECO «
ARKITCO. NORTHWEST SHORT LINE STEWART HOBBIES
BACHMANN BOWSER ORIENTAL LTD.

Large range of books camied - Australian & U.S. Titles

Mastercard , Bankcard
¢ VIDEOS also carried - covering Railway subjects worldwide

welcome

1989 MODEL CONTEST RESULTS

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES:
First Place Franz Persson
RunnerUp  Sowerby Smith
Hon. Mention Don Tumnbull
PASSENGER CARS:

First Place Hal Saxon

Runner Up  Hal Saxon

FREIGHT CARS:
First Place  George Paxon
Runner Up  Greg Hiley

Hon. Mention Gerry Hopkins

Hon. Mention Hal Saxon

MAINTENANCE OF WAY:

First Place Geoff Nott
STRUCTURES:
First Place Laurie McLean

Runner Up  Geoff Nott
Hon. Mention George Paxon

DISPLAYS:

First Place Geoff Nott
Runner Up  Laurie McLean
Hon. Mention Gerry Hopkins
Hon. Mention Gary Norwood

BEST IN SHOW:

Laurie McLean

B &02-10-2
‘Wabash Mogul
NSWGR 30 Class

S.P. Passenger
Car No 12
S.P,. Passenger
Car No 15

D & RGW
Reefer No 167
D & RGW
Gondola
SP2Mfi
Stockcar

S.P ng Boxcar

‘Workcar

Coal Shed
Wheatly's Mill
Ng Truoss Bridge

Smith & Sons
Branch Line Depot
Outback Dunny
Coal Dump

NEXT SYDNEY MEETINGS

SAT/SUN
12-13 AUGUST

SAT
16 SEPTEMBER

SAT/SUN/MON

Newcastle Exhibition
(Note 1)
Broadmeadow Police
Youth Club

Sat. 9 - 6.

Sun. 9 .- 5.

Bob Benson

12 Russel Avenue
‘Winston Hills
Phone 639 5876

30 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER

SAT
21 OCTOBER

SAT

11 NOVEMBER

Liverpool Exhibition
(Note 1)

E.G. Whitlam Centre
Sat. & Sun. 9 - 6.
Mon. 9 -5

Geoff Nott

22 Iona Avenue
MNorth Rocks
Phone 630 7628

Gordon Fammsworth
(Note 2)

10 Dianella Place
South Kingswood
Phone ((47) 36 2922

All private residences from 2 p.m., please call

host to confirm attendance.

Note 1:

Volunteers required, please phone Sowerby

Smith to arrange a time slot.

Note 2:

Gordon and his family are returning

(permanently) to their native England. So
come along to say farewell and get in on
Gordon's "going Home Sale”.
A SILENT AUCTION WILL BE CONDUCTED
Feel free to bring items you would
like to sell by this system.

WELCOME ABOARD

COL ROUGH , HOXTON PARK NSW

JIM RILEY , TIGHES HILL NSW

MATHEW CRAMPTON , BERKLEY NSW



FRANKLIN COUNTY REVISITED
PART 3 - SMOOTH RUNNING
Gerry Hopkins

This month I shall digress a little from
the electronic side and take a look at
getting locos to run smoothly, after all,
the best throttle in the world cannot
make a bad loco run well,

There are two schools of thought on the
subject; if its heavy enough it will run
better, (is this why the Americans are
moving to G scale?) or improve the
electrical pick of the loco. Many brass
locos have severe running problems
although a lot of thought goes into their
manufacture. This month I will detail
the methods I use on the locos of the
Franklin County Railroad.

Most brass locos follow the same
pattern, the loco picks up from right
hand rail and the tender picks up from
the left. The most common failure is the
connection between the loco and tender,
either it isn't there or it shorts out on
COTrners.

Figure 1 shows the most common method
of connection, the arm from the tender
has a piece of spring steel or brass wire
that is supposed to push against the side
of the pin on the loco. Quite often the
spring has lost its tension and only
makes contact when it feels like it! This
gives a very jerky operation. On some
locos the spring wire is too long and
touches the underside of the loco cab;
this can be cured by cutting the wire
shorter. The other fault can be cured
either by increasing the tension on the
spring wire or "hard wiring" the
connection. This means running a small
flexible wire from the under side of the
tender to the contact on the side of the
motor. While you are doing this little
modification you may as well go the
whole hog and improve the pickup
100%.

To do this you will need a small piece of
printed circuit board, a piece of printed
circuit 'sleeper' is ideal. I will assume
you are modelling in HO scale, (HOn3
seems more prone to this problem than
standard gauge) cut a piece about 5mm
long and Super Glue to the under side of
the tender - centred between the trucks
(Brass Loco collectors may now wipe the

tears from their eyes and go to another
article!!). Cut two more pieces about
5mm long but file these to about Zmm
wide. Glue each piece to the underside
of each truck as shown in figure 2. The
circuit board should be on the side
closest to the insulated wheels. Although
Super Glue is instant, allow to dry for 5
minutes. Next you will need a few
lengths of fine brass wire, I use Detail
Associates wire as it is relatively cheap
and easy to obtain. Cut two pieces of
this wire just a little longer than the
truck. Solder each wire to each piece of
circuit board, Figure 3, next solder a
piece of thin flexible wire (Brawa or
Campbell's) about 60mm long to each
board. When you have finish putting
Bandaids on your burnt fingers....have a
cup of tea or coffee! Figure 4,

Now you are refreshed we can continue
to bend the wire as shown in figuré 5.
Do this with a pair of tweesers, a little
patience goes a long way. The wire
should rub the back of the flange with
just a little bit of pressure. Cut the wire
so that only 1 - 2 mm extends past the
flange. The free end of each wire can
now be soldered to the board between
the two trucks, run the wire so that
there is enough slack for the trucks to
twist and turn over your worst track. A
little dab of superglue may be needed to
hold the wire up.

Solder another piece of wire to the
middle board and run it towards the
loco, you can use a little dab of
superglue to hold the wire to the under
side of the tender drawbar. The wire
can now be soldered to the motor
terminal or to the loco frame.

You can now test run the loco and see
the improvement in low speed running
over your turnouts.

Well now that you have done the rear
end you can now progress to the front
end. I always do the hardest part first,
the rest is then down hilll Cut another
piece of circuit board 6 - 8 mm long and
glue to the underside of the loco as
shown in Figure 6. Make sure that it
does not foul the drive gears etc. Cut a

Insulator

Wire to Motor

Printed Circuit é:—_li-g—’i—'-'—\_

Board

Spring Wire el
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Insulated Wheel
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FIGURE 4.

Bend Wire
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Insulation from flex wire may be slid on here

Figure 6.

Under side of tender showing position of PCB



piece of brass wire a little longer than
the frame, solder this wire to the board.
Solder a piece of flexible wire to the
board at the same time, long enough top
reach the motor terminal. Bend the brass
wire so that it presses lightly against
the flange as you did with the tender.
Again cut the brass so that only 1 - 2
mm extends past the flange. Connect the
free end of the wire to the same motor
terminal as the tender wire, a dab of
superglue will help to hold the wire in
place along the bottom of the frame.

You can again test run the loco. Still
not quite running well? Then let us do a
little fine tunning of the loco.

The first thing to do is to check the
gauge of the wheels.....never admit that
you don't own a Standards Gauge from
the N.M.R.A.!!!! If anything, the wheels
are usually under gauge, this will cause
the loco to roll from side to side (like a
bob sled on a run!). Adjust the wheels by
whatever method suits you best. Next
check there is no 'bind' or uneveness in
the wheelsets or gear train. Now is the
time to lubricate ALL moving parts; light

oil for bearing surfaces; grease for
gears; Port for the driver. I only use
Labelle plastic compatible oil, and

Labelle grease with Teflon. Most people
use TOO MUCH lubricant as rule.....the
best way is apply a SMALL amount of oil
with a small paint brush....almost like
dry brushing detail parts. If you can
SEE the oil or grease then there is too
much! There should be a slight shine on
the oiled surface, no more than that.

Test run the loco again. Still not right?
There is still more we can do.

Clean the track with a PECO track
rubber (Briteboy for the Yanks) and then
brush away any residue. Clean the
running surface of the wheels in
whatever manner suits you. I turn my
locos upsidedown and place in a groove
cut into a piece of sponge. I then
burnish the wheels with two old pieces
of Peco code 83 rail (yes it is good for
something) connected to a 6 wolt
battery, place the rails LIGHTLY on
each pair of loco wheels and just polish

lightly as they turn, the tender wheels
will have to be brushed with a small
stiff brush. Place the loco on track but
before you run it place four drops of
RAIL ZAP on each track infront of the
loco, run the loco back and fore a few
times to get the wheels coated with the
red stuff.....RAIL ZAP not the Port!
Then run the loco for 5 or .10 minutes,
your loco should now run 200% better
than before. Once you have used RAIL
ZAP on the track you will not have to
clean it for at least two months. If you
then get a few problems, just place a
few drops on the track and run a pair of
locos for 5 minutes and the track will be
as good as ever.

The method of fitting the extra pickups
to the steam locos can also be used on
Shay locos or even those noisy smelly
things (diesels not children). Next fime
you see Franklin County or Kennebec
County 1 will be quite happy to show you
the pickups on my locos....just ask! My
Sandy River Railbus (HOn30) is smaller
than most N scale locos but because of
the pickups on wheels will happily run
for hours. My 8 ton Porter will fit in the
cab of a standard gauge loco but will
still reliably pull a log train for the
duration of an exhibition.

The only other area that can improve
the running of your locos is the
trackwork. Check that the ftrack is in
gauge.....being flextrack is no guarantee
that it is in gauge. 1 once had some
flextrack that had a gauge of only 8mm
instead of 9mm!! Hand built turnouts are
also an advantage, hopfully the subject
of a later article.

Now you can build your new throttle and
have some fault free running at scale
speeds without having to bump the
layout to keep things moving.
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Phone

Posteode
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™
N
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Mr L Breuer
Me J Brown

P O Box 8580, Univ. Sta.
5605 Grand Avenue 5

Minneapolis
Columbus
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OH
Wl

5723 Sandalvood Blvd
N 4633 Waukesha Ave
115 Winfield Drive
Block 2, Flat 17¢
400 Maple Strest
8209 Kentucky

Mr M Carlson
Mr R Charles
Hr T Draper

Camp Hill

Hong Kong
CA
MO
Wl

55 Garden Road
San Mateo
Raytown

54402
61438
53711

e R T Dupont
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Information missing is either at the specific request of
the member or has never been supplied in the first instance.
Data Base arranged and produced by Sowerby Smith.
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4670

CA
QLo
QLo

Menlo Park
Sunnybank

440 Olive Street

Me 6 § White

c/o 32 Wana Street

AMRA = QLD Branch
Mr R Bennell

Freelance

R

(077225 1301

Caboolture
Bundaberg

Lot 1, D‘Aguilar Hwy
13 Tarakan Street

P 0O Box 205

(071272 1267

QLo
aLb
QLp
QL

Mr J Lebsanit
He W K Leiteh

Hr B Meynell

Sp

(075)52 6322

4218
470
4740
4700
4069

Mermaid Beach

Cairns
Hackay

(070153 1775

P 0 Box 1250

Freelance

(079157 3869

51 Wardrop Street

Me J Sinquefield

M J Treacy

Freelance

(079)24 482

Rockhampton
Kenmore

34 Cambridoe Street
7 Aberfoyle Street

Freelance

(071378 3647

QLo
NSW
NSW
NSW

Hr I Venables

Mr K L Allen

USA/Australia

(02997 6301

2102
2640

Warriewood

Albury

&1 MacPherson Street

P O Box 118

Australian Model Craft Co

(02) 642 3828

2135

Strathiield
5t James
Richmond
Pearce

c/o 3 Augusta Street

P 0 Box E129

Australian Model Railway Acen

ARHS Sales

2000
2153

11

NSWGR

(045)78 2514
(062)84 2273

104 Luttrell Street
11 Charlton Street
12 Roseberry Road

Mr P G Badger
He J Bailey
Mr J Baker

SP/ATSF /UP/DARGH
ATSF/UP/SP

2607
2153

ACT
NEW

Kellyville
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"CASULA HOBBIES

ACIOWLEDGED EXPERTS IN

AUSTPALIAN PROTOTYPE MODELLING

But you should know!

We also have a strong interest in

AMERICAN MODELS

Call in or phone Joe, Col or Laurie and talk over

your modelling or material supply problems.

Ve carry an interesting stock of proprietary and kit

logo and rolling stock, with a sprinkling of narrou

gauge.

9 to 5.30 (Thurs. 9 pm)
g to 1 pm

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
SATURDAY

245 Northumberland Street,

Liverpool NSW 2170

602 8640

YENNORA
FUBBW;@

6000 SQ FT WAREHOUSE FULL OF
TRAINS, BOATS, PLANES, R/C, TOYS

* * ALWAYS PLENTY OF SPECIALS * *

TOYMAN IMPORTS p1y LTD

TOY & HOBBY WAREHOUSE

76 RAILWAY ST YENNORA NSW 2161
(AT THE RAILWAY) Ph 02 632 5002

RAILWAY

BOOKS

Do railways hold a special fascination for YOU!

For Sydney's best and cheapest range of Australian and
overseas railway books visit the AARHS Sales Centre.

T

Conveniently located close to Central Station, the ARHS
Sales Centre is operated by Australian Railway Historical
Society New South Wales Division, a "non - profit" company
dedicated to the publication of books and magazines on the
railways of Australia. A large range of video tapes are also

available.

ARHS SALES CENTRE

431 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills

Mail order enquires most welcome.

Postal address:-

Write for a booklist

OPEN

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS
12.00 TO 17.30

SATURDAYS
9.00 TO 16.00

PO Box E129, St James, NSW, 2000

NOTICES

HELP: The NRMA executive committee is looking for suitable storage for the trailer (8 X 4)
our exhibition display is transported in. Storage is required for a period of
approximately 6 weeks (13 August to 30 September) the trailer will contain gyr
exhibit whilst in storage between shows. Accommodation should be weather proof and
secure. If you can help please phone Peter Burrows or Sowerby Smith.

WANTED: Any old (good condition) Model Railroader or Railroad Model Craftsman magazines,
Will pay any reasonable amount.
Craig Wilson (02) 521 6068
ANTED: X2F couplings (ex Athearn & Roundhouse) in good condition with large pivot holeg -

anyone into installing kadees should have a junk box full. Will pay 10 cents or donate

same to the NRMA .

Eddie Oliver (02) 805 8543 business hours.

VALE
James Ermest Patterson
4.8.29 - 20.3.89

On the 20th March this year Jim
Patterson passed away after battling a
serious illness for three years.

During this period, despite numerous
spells in hospital, pain and
inconvenience, Jim didn’t lose his dry
sense of humour, smile or twinkle in his
eye.

My first meeting with Jim and Betty was
in 1977 when I was serving on the
committee of the Willoughby Festival
Model Railway Exhibition. We invited
Punchbowl Hobbies to exhibit and so the
friendship grew.

Jim and Betty exhibited at a number of
the exhibitions at Chatswood and many
other exhibitions, as far afield as
Bathurst. Such was their dedication to
the hobby and professionalism that their
stands received awards for the Best
Commercial Stand.

The shop at Punchbowl was a good
starting point but soon became too small
for Jim’'s plans, so he bought a disused
service station in Chapel Road,
Bankstown, which had the space to
display all his merchandise and for
future expansion. But it wasn’t a case
of walk in and set up. Many, many hours
of hard labour was spent to change the
old buildings into a modern, attractive
hobby shop, specialising in model
trains, which was Jim's second lowve, his
family being his first.

With help from all of his family, Jim
has built his hobby shop into one that
is highly regarded in the modelling
fraternity. You were always guaranteed
a very friendly welcome and a cup of
coffee when you visited Patterson’s
Hobby Shop.

Jim was a native of New Zealand, but
having lived here since 1963, he was
more like a dinkum Aussie than a Kiwi.
New Zealand’s loss was Austalia’s gain.

In passing, mention should be made of
the love and support Jim received from
his hamily during his illnes. It didn’t
remove the pain, but it gave him the
strength to endure it and plan for the
future.

Betty has lost a loving husband, ann,
David and Carolyn have lost a devoted
father, the hobby has lost a dedicated
retailer, the N.M.R.A.-A.R. has lost a
supportive member and I have lost a good
friend.

So long Jim.

Bruce Lovett
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EVOLUTION OF A MODEL RAILWAY - P. Richie

In the first/85 issue of Mainline there was a
description and plan of "Moe" in its original
form.

In 1986 the Melbourne side was double-tracked by
extending the head shunt and adding a cross-over
from the new track to the old single track,
completing the viewing side track alterations. The
fiddle yard was altered to two 3-track yards with a
common track between, the through tracks being
Yallourn and Baimnsdale with Thorpdale reduced to
a single short track; thus double track running
was available for the 1986 Ballarat Exhibition,
the scenery was improved with ballast down and
"Woodland Scenics” ground foam.,

In the second half of '86 I decided "Moe" needed a
permanent home so improvements could be made
and running year round instead of only at
exhibitions. An extension was added to the garage
TJm. X 3.1 m. inside dimensions, insulated
ceilings and walls; no windows but two large
dome lights in the roof so there is enough light
for photography during daylight hours, enough
power points to cater for all needs with a master
switch for safety. The two timber walls were first
lined with cement soft sheet, all walls were then
lined with 1/8" 'masonite’ curved in the comers.
From the layout height up painted sky blue as is
the ceiling; night general lighting is by four
fluorescent lights.

The major work was completed in the early part
of '87, enabling "Mo to be placed against the
brick wall opposite the door; the yard section was
placed on the right side with a new section at the
left of the yard, thus increasing the length to fit
the room size. This new section will have a saw
mill served by the narrow gauge - a little bit of
"artist's licence” in regard to the prototype. As
you can se¢, one side is completely new, a second
level is in future proposals, also an extensive
narrow gauge section. The new plan shows the
modified track plan at the moment; the Melboume
end has a return loop allowing out and back
movements with layover tracks. Continuous loop
connections with the main line (Baimsdale) and
Callourn branch, the Thorpdale branch will end at
a simplified version of Thorpdale.

In late '87 part of the new section was rebuilt to
provide "walk in" instead of "duck under” to
provide easier access except for the return loop
which has been retained a pop up in the centre.
The Yallourn branch now connects with the
Thorpdale branch, making a return loop, a passing

loop and industries will also be located in this
area. The main line from Moe climbs to cross the
passing loop (a removable section will cross the
narrow aisle) to enter a dual gauge spiral situated
above the Melbourne return loop which climbs to
the second level. Narmow gauge track on the lower
level has two options:

1. To end in a small terminal (Walhalla).
2. Enter the dual gauge spiral to the upper level

Mid '88 it was decided that before T could scenic
the rest of the lower level it would be easier if all
the heavy work was done on the upper level to
reduce possible damage to completed scenery and
buildings.

At this time (March '89) the dual gauge section
has been laid, nearly all the standard gauge track is
down except for three bridges and the fiddle yard
which will be in the workshop. Track planning
and track- laying is in progress on the narrow
gauge at the present. The dual gauge and standard
gauge has been wired, hand levers and Bemo point
motors installed on points.

Trains can now run on both top and bottom HO.
For those interested the track levels are from 850
m (33 1/2") to 1.480 m (58 1/2") for the HO. The
narrow gauge .850 m w 1.7 m (67") planned.
Spiral is 26" radius and 4% grade. The upper level
will be based on American practice, the lower
Victorian.

So to more work and enjoyment in seeing ideas
turn into reality.

COMING UNGLUED
Doc Moore, 5th Division

COMING UNGLUED: Cyanoacrylates or "superglues” are
widely wscd for a varity of reasons. Human skin can become
accidentally bonded to itsell in seconds by a cyanoacrylate
adhesive. In the event of such an accident, surgery should never
be necessary to scparate the bonded skin, Simple [irsi-aid
procedures are the best treatment according to Dr. Martin Haus-
er, Vice-President of Rescarch and Development, Loctite Corp.
Accidents caused by these adhesives should be weated as
follows:

SKIN BONDS: Do not try to pull the bonded surfaces apart
with direct opposing action. Immerse the surfaces in warm
soapy water. Peal or roll the surfaces apart using a blunt edge
such as a spoon handle.

EYELID TO EYELID OR EYEBALL BONDS: It is best to
scc your physician in this case. Do not try to open the cyes by
manipulation. ‘Wash thoroughly with warm watcr and apply a
gauze patch. The cye will open without Turther action, typical-
ly in onc 1o four days.

MOUTH: Il lips arc accidentally stuck together, apply a stream
ol warm water to the lips encouraging maximum welting and
pressure from saliva inside the mouth. Pecl or roll lips apart
genlly; do not try o pull lips apart with direct opposing action.

BURNS: Cyanoacrylates give off heat on solidification. In the
rarc casc of a bum, it should be weated normally alier release.
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2 O RR MAGAZINES FOR SALE
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John Kiddell Memorial Awards

N N NN RN NN H NN

The family of the late John Kidd
ell has kindly donated his model
railroad collection to the NMRA.

We plan to sell the magazines to
fund an annual award for Best—In
—Show at our yvearly model compet
ition. As well as a permanent tr
ophy, the successful entrant wil
1 receive an individual trophy £
or his or her efforts.

Both Model Railroader and Railro
ad Model Craftsman are for sale,
MR in complete years starting wi
th 1956 and RMC starting with 19
59 although some individual issu
es and years are not available.

Only complete years will be sold
at $A424 each (plus delivery if r
equired) but where only part of

a yvear is held, individual issue

s will be sold at $A2 each plus
postage.

NORTHSIDE HOBBIES

NORTHSIDE HOBBIES
at West Pennant Hills.

OPEN THURSDAY EVENINGS
AND ALL DAY SATURDAY!

Written enquiries please to "RR
Epping
NSW, 2121 or telephone John Saxo
n: on: (DZY049 ETFOT i siesmmeasinses

Magazines", P.0. Box 529,

e RN NN R ERRE

AUCKLAND CONVENTH}N EASTEH1990

A model railway celebration of
MNew Zealand's 150th Anniversary
13-16 APRIL 1980 [EASTER]
Auckland College of Education
Epsom Avenue, Epsom
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

THORBYS ARCADE, 562 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, WEST PENNANT HILLS, 2120.
TELEPHONE: (02) 875 4487 MAIL ORDER, LAY BY WELCOME

7p
i
m .
om HO Self-driving trucks
QO DC motor built in.
e No wiring required.  pap e i) ROAD NORTHSIDE
Powerful traction. HOBBIES
w
=) S inaiiide kit PARKING UPSTAIRS
a ealer inquiries invited.
s 5
= TENSHODO HO "SPUD" FLEISCHMANN / ZEATHUS 1omix
5
z - 3
walthers @ jmc con-cor @ marklin mini - club
Flying Zoo & kato @ Enlarged Australian Section

NORTHSIDE HOBBIES

e
@)
=y
o’
L
2
O
m
o
O
83}
¥
m
w

21

SYDNEY MEETINGS

Mike Bartlett's layout visit

Fifty four members and guests made the
trip to Newport for the wisit to Mike
Bartlett's layout. We also combined this
with our annual model competition.

Mike's layout is situated in a large L
shaped layout room approximately 28'x 27'
one leg being 7' and the other 12' wide.
The building that houses it is situated
behind his house.

The layout is in a partially completed
state with all the main line trackage in
place with most of the stations and yard
trackage also done. Yet to be started is
a 22 road engine facility with 4 track
coaling tower. This will provide more
opportunity to show off Mike's extensive
collection of UP power. Over 70 locos at
last count with 15 being brass and the
rest consisting of Riverossi steam and
Athern lst and 2nd generation diesels.
The mix is 50-50 steam and diesel.

The theme of the layout is big class 1
western railroading. Spotted while there
was a 22 car freight behind a UP Veranda
Turbine also a 12 car passenger train
with a UP 4-8-4 on the point. Plus lots
of others long trains with multiple
diesels up front or one of several Big
Boy's.

The layout is a folded double dog bone
with a very long run. It was started in
1981 and has had 4 rebuilds and is still
evolving, a situation that is familiar
with many of us. Conventional cab
control is used with 2 walk round cabs.
One of the problems associated with the
sea side location of Mike's house is that
salt air provides more corrosion problems
than most of us experience. No magical
solution has yet been found for this
problem other than constant cleaning.

An interesting feature is a Gauntlet
bridge on the main line, a feature seldom
modeled. There is also a branch line yet
to be constructed.

Later in the afternoon a super afternoon
tea was served and after that the results
of the model contest were announced. The
model contest was held in the cabana next
to the pool and provided an ideal

location and provided a quiet spot for
the judges to make their deliberatioms.

Our thanks to Mike Bartlett and his
family for welcoming all 54 of us to
their home and for providing us with an
excellent wvenue for our model contest.
Also our thanks to the judging panel
headed by Phil Knife.

Sowerby Smith

Annual General Meeting

Once again this year we were greeted with
atrocious weather. We had all hoped for
fine weather for our excursion to
Therlmere but it was not to be. Forty
Eight members turned up for the run
behind the Scotsman and it eventually
arrived about 11/2 hrs late.

Several other members including myself
travelled down by car. The venue for the
meeting was inside a passenger coach that
had been loaned to us for the afternoon
by the Railway Historicle Society. The
meeting was brief and the presidents
report was read by myself on Peters
behalf as he had left that day for the
USA on business. Various officers gave
their reports on membership, finance etc.

The highlight of the afternoon was the
presentation of the first Master Model
Railroader award to Phil Knife and that
was presented to Phil by John Saxon. Our
congratulations to Phil.

After that other achievement awards were
presented and then the model contest
awards were presented. I have a feeling
it will not be long before a couple of
other Master Model Railroader Awards are
achieved by our members.

The meeting concluded in good time for
the rush to the train home,

Despite the incessant rain all the people
I spoke to seemed to enjoy the day.

Sowerby Smith



Peter Webb's Layout Visit

On Saturday the 8th July 1989 the club
went back in time to September 9th 1948,
the location was somewhere on the Shasta
route of the SP in southern Oregon on the
Siskiyou Line. That is the imaginary
setting for Peter Webb's marvelous SP
layout.

We were not disappointed! An AC6 4-8-8-2
hauling a 25 car train rumbled through
Pine covered hillsides. It is just over
a year since the club last visited Peters
layout and during that time he has made
so many additions and improvements to the
scenery that it has now reach a stage of
completion that few layouts ever achieve.

The layout consists of a folded dog bone
design with a peninsula in the centre.
It is set at eye level and this results
in a fabulous view of the trains running
through marvelous scenery.

There are three stations the main one
being at the lowest level and the first
seen on entering the room. This is
Roseberg and consists of 6 through tracks
and a 7 road engine facility. From here
the line departs to the left and
disappears into a tunnel emerging again
in a narrow cut into another tunnel and
bursts out across a curved steel trestle
bridge over Myrtle Creek.

Just off the bridge is Myrtle Creek
station with a small interchange to the
ore mine high in the hills. Near the
station is a factory making Levi Jeans.
From Myrtle the track continues climbing
at 2.5% along behind Roseberg station to
eventually reach Dunsmuir.

Dunsmuir is the main classification yard
on the line with an 8 track stub end yard
and a large loco depot with a turn table
and 9 roads. An almost complete scratch
built roundhouse accommodates 7 tracks.
Behind the classification yard is the
town of Dunsmuir rising up a hill with
tree clad hills in the background. From
here the line starts it's decent to
Roseberg.

First it crosses a Central Valley through
truss bridge and curves round the

peninsula travelling through beautifully
modeled oregon scenery with hundreds of
tall pine trees all scratch built by
Peter with carved balsa trunks and caspia
branches. Fach tree takes about 1/2 an
hour to complete. The track then passes
under the large bridge into Roseberg.

It is difficult to describe how "Right"
the scenery and buildings look. It is a
lot of factors working together. The
colours are right, the buildings though
not exact copies of any real structure
are all based on prototype structures
from the real location and the locos and
rolling stock are all correct for the
period and area,.

The technical details:- The layout is
approximately 12'x28"'the main part
consists of 4 portable sections that can
be moved with the Dunsmuir section the
only part built in. These are set at eye
level with the Dunsmuir section being
over 6' deep with access holes.

Electrics consist of 2 mainline cabs plus
local cabs that have limited access to
the main. The track is mainly Peco code
100 with a little Shinohara code 100 and
code 70 on the mine branch. Turnouts
have Peco motors operated by push buttons
on the control panels.

The locos are all SP brass imports, re-
motored and painted by Peter and though
he says he's not into operation and
prefers building his locos run superbly.
They range from 0-6-0 switchers to an
ACE.

Structures are mainly scratch built with
a few kits for good measure. There are
hundreds of scratch built trees. Plaster
scenery with rock castinc galore with
lots of small highly detailed scenes.

The sad part of the wvisit is that peter
lives and works in the premisses and his
lease expires in September. Peter is
already planning a completely new layout
and this will be all new from the ground
up. So if you would like a section of
Oregon scenery Peter is selling the
layout including all buildings and
trees!! So if you are interested please
give him a call.

BRASS OUT 23

Gidday. Seems programmed into all of us
that sooner or later we'll acquire
something colloquially referred to as
"Brass". These days brass locos come
prepainted and look like plastic, so
model rails either refer to them as
brass out of habit or because they cost
heaps of brass to buy.

You're usually attracted to them first
off because the bells tinkle, the
journal boxes open and the water sight
glass moves, or because it’s a model
your railroad could use.....if it was
located six hundred miles east of where
it is and hauled grain instead of coal.
So you quietly slip into Berg’'s one
Thursday night, barefoot with a barrel
for a suit of clothes, legacy of the
past sixteen years intense saving, and
shovel the collateral out of the wheel
barrow onto the counter. In return you
receive a dull moroon box with a silver
label. Exit fast!

You race home on your skateboard (had to
sell the car) and knock the Mrs. over in
your rush to get to the layout. Open
the box. Spend twenty minutes
negotiating a tightly folded maze of
wrapping and prize the jewel from the
box. Place it on the track. Wipe the
saliva from you chin. Crack the
throttle. No go.

Panic. Turn of the power. BAh! "what’s
that!" The Mrs. has to yell to be heard
above the coffee grinder like din. The
shuddering model derails at the first
turnout.

"oh, just one of those cheap Yugoslavian
models I got for next to nothing." She
nods hitches up her barrel, and leaves.

Next operating night you’re accoladed
all the way into next week by De Boiz
until you try and run it. It derails.

"Wheel gauge." Someone suggests.
Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble.
Derail.

"Springs". 7

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble.
Derail.

"Side frames".

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble.
Derail.

"Twisted frame".

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble....

by lawrence Nagy

It doesn’t derail! It negotiates half a
lap then.... stalls.....

"Dirty wheels".

Clean. Stall.

"Wipers".

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble,
Stall.

"shorting sideframes".

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble,
Stall.

"Brush tension".

Disassemble. Adjust. Reassemble,
Stall.

"Too many ions in the atmosphere".
"Geez, they're easy to work on".

"Maybe the ozone layer’s finally gone".
"Mars is the closet it’s been for four
hundred years".

You contemplate disassembly once more
but the slots on the screw heads are
mangled by now.

"Did you know". Says your best friend -
soon to be your worst enemy, "Atlas are
releasing one of these in a few weeks".
"Phase II isn’t it?" Someone asks.

"No, Phase IIIa with chicken wire
grills".

"Yeah? Roller or friction bearing
trucks?"

"Choice of both. And three varieties of
headlight.....".

TIPS

GLUE DISPENSER
The Mad Modeler, 4th Division

Doesn't it make you mad when the Ambroid cement floods on
to a tiny wooden piece and you have to spend time scraping
the excess glue bead from the car or structure you are building?
On your next visit to the doctor ask the nurse for a large
lumen (bore) needle (0.020). It will usually be 1" in length
and look vicious!

Insert a 0.020 piece of soft wire through the needle lumen and
then snip or cut off the needle about 3/4" from the base.
Remove and discard the wire. If you are brave, ask for a
tuberculin disposable syringe, or buy a pack (usvally a dozen)
at yourdmug store. Auach the needle 10 the syringe. Remove
the syringe plunger, insert the Ambroid tube tip, and squeeze
the barrel of the syringe 3/4 full. Holding it upnight, remove
the glue tube and insert the plunger, forcing the glue up into
the needle (and also expelling the air). The ball of cement on
the needle tip dries to form a plug! Flip it with Your finger,
press the plunger, and you have controlled cement dispensing.
From 4th Division Grab fron
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