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GANBERRE commznrany )

The Caznberra group of members has had another meeting (26 June)
where they held one of their uvsual Bull Sessions. This group hold
one of this type of meeting each month and the only stipulation

on members is that they have to bring something along for
discussion, ie. loco, rolling stock, structure, book, primt,

colour slides, etc. This time the meeting was at Grahame Hodges'
home and the members surveyed the progress that has taken place
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on Grahas's layout since last the members were there. Also
perused were several items of "Non-Ferrous Metal Objects" and a
new book on "Walhalla" which showed all about mining, logging and )
railvay. After one of Anita's delightful suppers the boys struggled PRESIDENT"® S REPORT
out into temperatures of minus 3°. (Sorry boys, the Editor is not
available for visits to Canberra before NEXT WOVEMBER, owing to
the pressure of Regional work.) T

Both Toni and I were pleased to welcome 20 members of the new
Region to our home on 10 June last. At that meeting I was able to
announce the following further appointments as' Directors -

Recently our NSW Director, Peter Weller-Lewis and his wife paid a
visit to some friends at Ballarat in Victoria. Prior to leaving
on the trip, Peter checked with the Editor and 3 members' names
were given to him so that he could make contact with these members
if he so desired. Well Peter did make contact and in the first Brian Marstaeller - Division I - Queensland
instzoce met Paul Ritchie and his wife. Peter was most impressed
with Paul's MNarrow Gauge models that used to rum on the Walhalla
Railwar in Yictoria.

Ray Brownbill - Division IV - South Australia,
Western Australia and Northern Territory

Keith Oman - Division V - New Zealand

We now have a keen executive of nine modellers with many years of
experience in the hobby. We hope we wiIl be able to justify your
support in expanding the NMRA and serving your interests in this
part of the world.

On the following night Peter and his wife journeyed ts Dave
Goddard's home where he also met Mike Maloney and the usual Bull
Session went on into the late hours of the night.

- Paul Shimada, who lives in Sacramento, California, has been elected
In Peter's own words, he says "I have been to Ballarat on many _ President of the NMRA. Paul was helpful in the early days in
accasions in the past and I was quite surprised to find out We supplying local membership listings for Australasia and I am certain
nad fellow NMRA Region members in the area and this was certainly we will continue to receive his support. Jack Weir, who did not

the most enjoyable and memorable visit to the area so far", contest the election was, of course, President whilst we were
striving for approval for the new Region. We would not have
succeeded without Jack's assistance and we thank him again for this.

There was a Model Railroad Exhibition held recently at Malkara,
ACT and Peter Weller-Lewis attended in his role with the NMRA.
inother member there was Phil Enife (Secretary) who was seen

! The 1984 Convention is being held at this time in Kansas City and
gperating 2 layout with some other model buffs.

Bob Dupont is the Region's proxy. Bob has just been re-elected as
) i ' Executive Vice President of the NMRA. My first report as Trustee
iccording te the grapevine, Peter was seen talking to 3 females was forwarded in time for the Convention and I included a motion

and answering questions from them. (I hope the questions were to get the elusive Tape/Slide programme introduced to Australasia
about trains, Peter!). promptly.

This is the kind of effort by members that will help us gain

‘ AMRA have very kindly invited us to the Labor Day weekend exhibition
fyrther members for our great association. Keep it up chaps!!

at Liverpool and I hope as many NMBA members as possible visit us at
the Region's stand. Don't forget to introduce yourselves when you do.

Finally, our first informal get-together is soon to be held at Clive
Riley's house - his collection of USA RR video's is outstanding. It
will be an evening not to be missed and I hope to see you there.

Until next time

John Saxon
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"N PRINTING YOUR PLASTIC MODELS ov 1av auce

There are several ways to UN-paint your models, and whilst they
are all“very effective, some can also remove the.model tg thart :
happy train land in the big blue yonder. ] :

A _y

These ‘over-effective methods include -

1 Letting your one-year-old remove the paint with his - teeth. “

z Using a blow-torch or similar heating sourée.
3 - A 4" Flat file.
4

Soaking it in Nitric, Chloric or similar acids.

Now that-all the main No-No's are out of the road, there is one
RELATIVELY SAFE way of doing it - BRAKE FLUID. ’ :

Unless you model in the land of the giants (S & 0 gauges), a one
litre bottle will be more than enough. “You will also need a large
jar with a plastic lid, that can be securely screwed tight, and an
old teoth brush. Make sure that you keep all this equipment away
from children and foodstuffs.

A few words of WARNING - firstly; certain models do not take too
kindly to the use of brake fluid for Téngthy periods of immersion.
Body shells of Rivarossi steam locomotives are a problem as the
smokebox is a softer plastic separate. moulding to the main boiler,
Be careful with this type of plastic.

The best way to test the plastic is to put one drop of fluid on

the inside of the model and see what happens after about 10-13
minutes. If the plastic has shown no signs of softening or bubbling
then it should be okay to procede with the operation.

Sometimes, if you leave the model in the fluid for toec long, it
could be a milky white in colour when you wash the Ffluid off.
Nothing can be done about this, except not to do the same operation
next time.

PROCEDURE

1 Take brake fluid and carefully pour contents into a large jar.

2 Place car or small structure into the jar full of fluid and
screw the 1id on securely. If the body is on a motoerised unit,
then remove the body shell from the motorised chassis first,
before placing it in the fluid. DO NOT place plastic bogies
into the fluid, as the fluid will effect the metal axles. If
the model is too big for the jar, then use a larger jar or a
plastic container that can have a lid securely fitted to it.

3 Now, you can give the jar and contents a good shaking for a
minute or two, and then stand the model on the bench for about
five minutes.

=

Now repeat the above point (3).
(Continued on next page)
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Model Railroaders get as big a bang out of swapping mo
?::{road passes as they do in building or running the%r railroad.
Host model passes are attractively printed hr-professlonals. some
more attractive than others, but all interesting.

Since the beginning of transportation, railroads and other trans-
portation companies have recognized and honoured their fellow

officials by exchanging passes on their respective systems. A pass

is simply an order to the conductor to allow Fr?e passage to tPe
holder. It usually has restrictions and conditions stated on its
face or back. With model railroaders, passes are now exchanged by
the thousands and their listings can be found in the BULLETIN,
Hodel Railroad Craftsman and Pass Swappers catalogues.

Pass Swapping for over a year now and todate have a
in?;::t:::naf over lgg p:sses from model railroaders all around
the world. Originally I only intended to swap passes for the Eun
of looking at other railroaders’ passes, hut_lt has grown hey?nd
this and I have made some really firm and friendly relat1?nsh1p5
with other modellers in other parts of the world. In facE Fwo of
the friendships have developed in such 2 way that I have joined
another world-=ide organisation that glluws me to further express
ay modelling aspirations in meodel trains. This would not @ave
occarred if I had not taken up the fun hobby of pass swapping. A
copy of one of my passes can be seen on the back page of the
Walthers Catalogue for 1984.

To start the ball rolling, I have noted below a couple of
pustralasian Railroad Hodellers who swap passes -

i i i Western Railroad
jasond Valley Line and The Diamond River and
i::duézzl, PO Box 155, BAULEHAM HILLS NSW 2153

ade & Oriental Western Railroad
g:zcilce. 7 Telip Street, GREYSTANES NSW 2145

le Ridge Eailroad
i:i Eattl%ebsen. PO Box 413, COBRAM VIC 3644

Coatd from page 3

s pfrer a forther five minutes, repeat point 33 EXCEPT that ﬁhe?

i you have finished "shaking" the model, take it out of Fhe fluid
and give it a hard scrub with the t?oth brush. Then rinse the
aodel in cold water and stand it aside to thoroughly dry.

& By now all the paint should be removed from your model. If not
Ihen vou try the methed once more, using the tooth brush again.

i heart's delight and
iow you are ready to paint your model to your
::;:i?ﬁE techniques can be gleaned from numerous book and magazine

articles. & %

« INVITATION

Our Regional Treasurer has offered to host an informal evening at
his home, 16 Wisteria Cresent, CHERRYBROOK (Sydney, UBD map 26 G3)
on Saturday 15 September, commencing at 7.00 pm., Clive will be
showing American video tapes and these will be followed by the
usual Bull Session.

All members are invited to attend this evening as it will be a way
of meeting other members of our NMRA family. If you like you can-
bring along an item that you may want to show or talk about.

-1 See you there!

; - afe
%€ % AMRA EXHIBITION - 1984 3% 3%
The NSW Branch of the Australian Model Railwhy Associstion will be
holding their Annual Exhibition this year from 29 September to
1 October. The Exhibition will be staged at the new $4.5m
E G Whitlam Recreation Centre, Woodward Park, Memorial Avenue,
Liverpool, Sydney.

Dates and Times are: Saturday 29 September - 10.00 am to 8.30 pm
Sunday 30 Septéambar - 10.00 am to 6.00 pm
Monday 1 October - 10.00 am to 6.00 pm

Admission Costs are: Adults .... $3.00
School Children .... $1.00

Pensioners .... $1.00

Children under 5 years .... FREE

The NMRA will be having a stand at this year's exhibition and it
will consist of a static showcase display, showing models that have
been built by NMRA members. The showcases will be arranged in such
a manner that the public will be able to view the models easily,
but at the same time, the models will be protected from being
handled by the public. At all times a NMRA member will be in
attendance, firstly to safequard the stand and secondly to handle
any enquiries from the public. All models on display will be
covered by insurance for fire and burglary.

Any NMRA member who wishes to exhibit a model or two or who would
be willing to assist in manning the stand during a short period is
requested to contact John Saxon (84 7383 after 6 pm) or Fred Gill
(639 4158 after 6 pm) for further information.

It is only with your support and enthusiasm that we will be able
to make a success of this venture.

STOP LOOK & LISTEN

WANTED TO ENOW any modeller who is interested in modelling a
Circus Train or Circus Equipment in HO. Please contact Editor.

(Free Adverts for Members)




DIRECTORY
J.PLUTO BOLI
STE™A0W AGENT

NOTICE

VAR

il
ol

NRACE R0 RAREMTS [
SONT, AT A LICTWSE

TC G T FLARRIE D, P

ST WE B 4D

JUSTHCE =" PEACE

L aroes,

- BAMNs DIRECTOR

iy R koS

4

rom HO Monthly

r
L

Reprinted



I MEMBERSHIP FEE ADJUSTMENT

Because of the demise of the value of the Aus
a tralian dolla
| against the USA dollar, it has been found necessary to :
increase the fee for joining the NMRA and the Region.

The new cost will be $A425, a small increase of $2, which is
to cover the exchange increase. The Regional fee will remain
unaltered. The increase will take effect from 1 August 1984

* % kik NEW - MENBERS e kel ok

L Davis, G Hunt, G Norwood, R Hart, G Middlemiss, R §
" [ " bﬂith. T
f::uug.lz T;i:l:w, I McParlane, J Franklin, C Boyle, J H.:E::::'
aquefield, B Nelson, I Howarth, S Michel, S Y '
P Jeasen, J Baily, P Hnéson. > e S R

Family Meabers - T Saxon, J Gill, K Knif
E McFarlame. nife, S Gottliebson,

Total Regiomal Membership - 91 members (86 regular and 5 family)

] -

ONE f0R ORE

How thaf the Association is alive and running in Australasia, it
is owr 1;tcftio; ;a tncrease our membership numbers.  We feei that
current Regional Members will only be too ha

membership drive, i

Iscluded im this issue of Main Line is an a -
: - pplication f
meabership of the NHRA and the Australasian Region. orm for

If each Regional member can gain one new member, ¢ i

will really grow in strength. This also means Ehaie;o:hetizsi::h
will have asother railroad modeller as a partner who coald be of —Fe
great help to you in the future. In turn, you could have the °
pleasure of helping another modeller become a member of a world

vide family of model railroaders. i

The cost of $A25 is a nominal one, as it is only 48¢ per week and
the average model railroader spends more than that on railroad
magazioes alone.

So let's get on the right track and enrol a n
el ew member for the

MEMBERS  PLEASE NOTE_

The December issue of Main Line will contain a listi
t
sames and addresses of all Regional Members, ing of the

If a member does KOT WANT HIS ADDRESS PRINTED th
to advise the Editor, ASAP. oo il

Those members who may not want their address in the 1 i -
- i
only be nominated under their respective State. © seks WAL

I

A big welcome aboard for a couple more railettes - Kathy Knife,
wife of the Regional Secretary and Sue Gottleibson, wife of our

Victorian Director. Come along chaps, enrol your wife or girlfriend

in the Region and make them part of our wonderful model railroad
fraternity. Remember, when you have visitors to your layout it's
the women who look after the food and drink situwation and make
conversation with the visitors' wives, etc.

Another member to join the "Family Division" of the Region is

Ross McFarlane, son of Ian McFarlane of ACT. Ross is a well known
teenage modeller and has his own exhibition layout, which he
displays at model railroad shows.

For those regional members who have been considering joining the
COMPUTOR SIG GROUP in the USA, Trevor Moore of Sydney has already
joined this group. Drop a line to Trevor and he would be only too
happy to let you know what the SIG Group has to offer. Trevor can
be contacted at 5 Callistemon Close, Epping, NSW 2121.

By the way are there any other members who could offer any advice
on any of the SIG groups that they balong to? This type of help
could be a big assistance to members who may not be teoo sure
whether to joinm a group or not. The Editor has written off to a
couple of groups and when advice is receiwed from overseas, then
it will be published in a later copy of Maim Line.

Another of our members, Mark DeHavilland of Dundas, NSW advised
the Editor that he has a property at Glenhaven (near Round Corner,
in the Western Suburbs of Sydney) that he is not using at present.
He would be interested to hear from any other member,/: who may be
interested in an area to construct an "O0" gauge layout or even
live steam. Mark can be contacted at 6 Immarna Place, Dundas NSW
2117. Here's a great opportunity for somebody who operates in
one of the larger gauges.

~— 0§ A VISITORS. ‘—‘A|

Recently the Editor had the pleasure of entertaining a couple of
visitors from the USA, namely Carl and Joyce Henson of Eugene,
Oregan. Carl and Joyce had been on a camping tour around the
States of Australia for a few weeks and ended up staying in

Sydney for a few days before flyirg back to the USA. Whilst in
Sydney they stayed at John and Toni Saxon's home and as they had

a spare night they visited the Editor's layout. Carl took a few
shots with his camera so he could show the members of his railroad

club in his home town.

Carl, by the way is the Co-Chairman of the 1987 National
Convention Committee of the MMRA and he is working hard for the
Convention, which is to be held in his home town of Eugene. It
appears that a good time will be had by all modellers that actend

the 1987 Convention.

T T




USA  VISIT BY CHRIS HITCHINS. -

The Regicn now boasts a 'foreign' member, namely Chris Hitchins,
who some of you will remember was one of the Region's original
sembers of the forming committee. Chris has been transferred to
Hong Xong For a period of time, in the line of duty. He recently
speat 2 couple of days back in Sydney and some of us were lucky-
ecough to view some tapes he made whilst on a trip to the USA and
Canada in May this year. Chris took shots of model railroad
layouts at coaventions, club layouts and private layouts, besides
taking some very professional shots of the prototype railroads in
both countries. :

Chris visited the first PCR Convention which was held at VAllejo
ME of San Francisco, where it was housed in a very spacious area.
During the first day clinics were held and these covered a large
range of items. That night a tour was made of the local layouts
and Chris got the impression that most modellers spent their time
and effort on club layouts in the area, eg Walnut Creek, Napa

Yalley.

The mext day saw a bus load of camera laden fans travel to SP"s
Sacramento Workshops which still has many of the original steam
era buildings. The site was developed in 1863 as the Sacramento
General Shops of Central Pacific Co, employing 30 men. By 1922,
3100 employees in 18 shops and 5 departments repaired 400 locos,
624 coaches and 15 000 freight cars. Up to this time 52 locos

and 2 750 freight cars had been built. Today the shops are more
concentrated, in the works undertaken. Some 1 100 personnel are
jnvolved in 61 GRIP, 9 TEBU and 117 H-30 rebuilds. What's that

you ask?

GRIP - General Rehabilitation Improvement Programme, is a complete
rebuild of old locos, mostly SD 40's and SD 45's.

TEBD - Tractive Effort Booster Unit - basically 'slugs'.

H-30 - This is the general rebuild of SD 45's after 3 years or
7250 000 smile service.

The next day saw Chris at the Napa Valley Model Railroad Club. 4
well developed HO layout in three Nissan huts built together to
tors a large "0'. The following day at the Convention was a
repeat of the clinics and other goodies, and for sale was a

$—imch live steam 3-truck Shay, for $10 000. Chris didn't buy it
thosgh - he'd forgotten his VISA Card.

The concleding event was the Banquet - a beans and steak BBQ.
¥hea the Convention was finished, Chris then headed north and
eventually stopped at HcCloud River Railroad, which is a modern
‘g!:ithererieutated railroad wusing four GP 30's.

¥hilst Chris was in Washington, he visited the Mt Rainer Scenic
Railroad and had an enjoyable close encounter on a Heisler for a
7 wile trip. Chris showed us tapes on this episode and in one
place Chris nearly fell of the footplate of the loco as it was
crossing over 2 trestle, but he managed to survive the trip.

At Seattle an inspection was made of an l8-stall roundhouse and
loco servicing facility for SD 40 and 45's and F 40's. After this
it was on to Canada chasing CP and CN trains uwp the Fraser Gorge,
which has one track on each side of the gorge. Even on Sundays
there is about one train per hour, mostly unit coal trains plus
sulphur and wheat trains going to Vancover. Chris ended up in

the Rocky Mountains at the spiral tunnel and here he watched the
locos passing over their own caboose. HNormally & or 3 5D 40's

or 45's are at the head-end with a couple of remotes near the
middle.

Chris finally returned to Vancover, filmed some RDC's of British
Celumbia Railway and oo the final day rode behind the Royal Hudson
up the side of the Sound, to Squamish, and return. He then
travelled by car (by car?) to Truckee to see the Donner Pass in
action and paid a visit to the Walnut Creek Model Railroad Club
layout (see Model Railroader, March "84&).

Our thanks te Chris for letting us know what is happening in the
USA and hopefully we will have more news at a later date.k%k

» BRACKROWN  BXHIBILION I

The Prospect Model Railroad Club (the Club is a Regional member)
held their Annual Exhibition at Blacktown, Sydney, on the Queen's
Birthday weekend and it was pleasing td see so many HHRA members
there - local, country and interstate.- Some members seen there
were: from Victoria, Max Gottliebson and his family; from Canberra,
Grahame and Anita Hodges, Kerry McPherson and Peter Weller-Lewis;
from Newcastle, Tony Earp; and locally there was John and Toni
Saxon, Clive Riley and family, Phil Knife, Ian Alce and family,
Gary Norwood and naturally your Editor.

The Prospect Club had as its guests this year, Gary Edlen and
Jim O'Byrne from the USA. Gary held three clinics on each of the
three days that the Exhibition was open and he gave lectures on
"How to Build Structures™, "Scenery" and "River Boats", plus he
showed some wonderful slides of his model railroad layout in the
USA. Gary brought along some really outstanding models that he
had constructed personally and at the end of the clinics these
were put up for sale. John Saxon is now the proud owner of a
Drover's Truck, Fred Gill owns a model of an Australian Paddle-
Wheel River Boat (Adelaide) which will be included in his port
scene on his layout.

Following the Exhibition, your Editor had the pleasure of having
Gary and  Jim and Al Mileni wisit his home for a day, where Gary
and Jim busied themselves taking coloured photos and rumning
trains. In turn the visitors were shown coloured slides of John
Allan's layout that the visitors had never viewed before. & good
day was had by all and that night your Editor was invited to a
Farewell Dinner held by the Prospect Club for Gary and Jim. It
was certainly a great and rewarding weekend, meeting so many
members of the Region, and a couple of well known USA railroad
modellers .k
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